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F WAS born in Scotland, in the houſe of my 


grandfather, who had ſignalized himſelf in be- 
half of his country; and was remarkable for his 


abilities in the law, which he exerciſed, in quality 


of a judge. 175 
My father, his youngeſt ſon, ſell in love with a 
poor relation, who lived with the old gentleman, 


as.houle-keeper ; whon he privately eſpouſed ; of 
which marriage 1 am the firſt fruit. During her 
pregnancy, ſhe dreamed ſhe was delivered of a ten- 


nis-ball, which the devil (who acted the part of a 
midwiſe) ſtruck fo forcibly with a racket, that it 
dilappeared in an inſtant ; when all of a ſudden it 
returned and earthed fell beneath her feet, whence 
immediately fprung up a goodly tree covered. with 
blufſoms, the ſcent of which operated fo ſtrongly 
on her nerves that ſhe awoke, This dream 


was EXPounded. to lignify that 1 ſhould be a great 


av ellers uncergo many dangers and difficulties, 


n 
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and. at laſt SL wo my native | land, where I ſhould 
truly this was ops v4 will appear in the ſequel. 

It was not long before ſome officious perſon inform- 
ed my grandfather of familiarities that paſſed be- 
tween his ſon and houſe-keeper, which induced 
my father to own what he had done, and exc fed 
kimſelf for not having aſked the conſent of his fa- 
ther, by ſaying, he knew it would be to no pur- 
poſe. The old gentlenian heard him to an end 
with great.temper ; and then caluly aſked, how he 
propofed to Itaintain himſelf and ſpouſe? He re- 
plied, he could be in no danger of wanting, while 
His father's tenderneſs remained. Your brothers 
and fillers, ſaid my grandfather, did not think it 
beneath them to conſult me in an affair of ſuch 


importance as matrimony; neither (J ſuppoſe) 


would you have ommitted that piece of duty, had you 
not ſome ſecret fund in reſerve, to the comforts of 
which I leave you, with a deſire that you will this 
night-leek out another habuation for yourſelt and 
wile. So ſaving, he leit my father in a ſituation 
eaſily imagined. However he did not long heſi- 
tate; but betook himſelf with bis diſconfolate bed- 


Fellow, to a farm houſe where an old ſervant of 


his mother dwelt ; there they remained in a ſitua- 
tion but ill adapted to the tenderneſs of theit love; 
which neverthelets, my father endured, rather than 
ſupplicate an unnatural parent : but the violence 
of my moiher's aidition had ſuch an effect on ber 
conltitution, that jhe was ſoon after ſeized with 
the pains of chilubed; and had not an old maid- 
ſervant #ltorded her alliilance, ſhe and the inno— 
cent iruit of her womb mult have fallen victinis i 
his inhumanity. By the. fiiendthip of this poor 

woman, 
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mediately delivered of 2. man child, the: ſtory.of- 
whoſe unfortunate birth he himſelf now relates. 


My father, informed of what had happened, flew. 


to ide embraces of his darling ſpouſe, and while 
be loaded his offspring with carelles, could not 
forhear thedding a flood of tears, on beholding the 


dear partner of his heart ſtretehed upon a, flack- 


bed, in a miſerahle apartment. It is not to be 


ſuppoſed that the old gentleman Was ignorant of 


what paſſed, though he pretended te be much ſur- 
pized, when the ſon of his deceaſed eldeſt ſon, a 


pert boy; Who liyed with him as his heir apparent, 


acquainted. him with: the, affair; be determined 


therefore to preſervd no medium, but immediately 


(on the third: day after the delivery) ſent her a pe- 
temptory order to be gane, and turned off the fer- 
vant who had preſerved her life. The injuries 
which this unhappy mother received from her re- 


moval in ſuch circumſtances, and the want of ne- 
ceſſaries, threw her into a languiſhing difarder, 


Thich put an end to her life. My father was ſo 
affected with her death, that he remained ſix weeks 


deprived. of his ſenſes; during which time, the 
people where he lodged, carried the infant to the 


old man, who relented fo far, that he ſent the 


child to nurſe, and ordered my father to be carri- 


ed home to his houſe, where he ſoon recovered the 


uſe of his reaſon, but at length diſappeared, which 


confirmed moſt people in the opinion of his having 
made away with himſelf in a fit of deſpair. Mean 
while, I grew apace,..and as I ſtrongly | reſembled 
my father, who was the darling of the tenants, I 
wanted notbing which their indigent. circumſtan- 
ces could afford: but their favour was a weak re- 
ig, ARS ſource 
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woman, ſhe, was carried up to a-garret, and im- 
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who, before I was (ix years of age; had ſo effectu- 


ally blockaded-my i grandfather, that I never faw' 


him but by ſtealth. I was ſoon after ſent io ſchool 
at a village hard by, and became a good proficient 
in the Latin tongue: and as ſoon as I could write 
tolerably, peſtered my grandfather with letten to 
ſuch a degtee, that he ſent for my maſter, and chid 
him ſeverely for beſtowing ſuch pains on my edu- 
cation, telling him, that if ever I ſhould be 


brought to the gallows for forgery, which he had 


taught me to commit, my blood ſhould lie on bis 
head. The pedant aſſured his honour that the 
boy's abilities were more owing to his genius and 
application, than to any inſtruction or encourage- 
ment he received; that although he could not di- 
veſt him of the knowledge he had already imbibed. 
unleſs he would impower him to diſable his fin- 
gers, he ſhould endeavour, with G—d's help, to 
prevent his future improvement. And indeed, he 
performed what he had undertaken: for he cauſed 
a board to be made with five holes in it, through 
which he thruſt the fingers and thumb of my right 
hand, and faſtened it by whip-cord to my wriſt, 
in ſuch a manner, that I was effeQually deharred 
the uſe of. my pen. I was alſo often inhumanly 
ſcourged for crimes I did not commit, becauſe 


3 every piece of miſchief whoſe-author lay ungnown, 


was Charged upon me. I have been found guilty 
of robbing orchards I never entered, of killing cats 
I never hurt, of ſtealing gingerbread I never touch- 
ed, and of abuſing old women I never ſaw. In 
ſhort, whether I was guilty or unfortunate, the 
vengeance and ſympathy of this arbitrary peda- 
gogue were the ſame, | Far from being ſubdued ” 
| | ns 


ſource "againſt the jealous enmity of my couſins ;' 
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common genius, and the advice and direction of 


our, uſher, who. had ſerved my father in his tra- 


vels, I made a ſurprizing progreſs in the claſſies, 


writing and arithmetick; ſo that before | was twelve 


years old, I was confeſſedly the beſt ſcholar in the 
ſchaol.. Mean while, I took the advantage of eve- 
ry play-day, to preſent myſelf before my grandfa- 


ther, to whom I ſeldom found. acceſs, by reaſon 


of his being ſo cloſely beſieged by a numerous fa- 
mily of his female grandchildren, Wwho though 
they perpetually quarrelled among themſelves, ne- 


ver failed to join againſt me, as the common enemy 


of all. His heir never fet eyes on me, without 


uncoupling his beagles, and hunting me into ſome 


cottage or other, whither-I generally fled ſar ſhel- 
ter. In this chriſttan amuſement, he was encou- 
raged by his preceptor, which incenſed me fo niuch, 
that one day, I took aim at him with a large peb- 
ble, which ſtruck out four of his foreteeth, and 
effectually incapacitated him for doing the office of 
a clerk ever after. About this time, my mother's 
only brother, lieutenant of a man of war, arrived 
in his own. country; where being informed of my 
condition, he came to ſee me, and not only ſuppli- 
ed me with what neceſſaries I wanted for the pre- 
ſent, but reſolved not to leave the country, until 
he had prevailed on my grandfather to ſettle ſome- 
thing handſome for the future. He was a ſtrong 
built man, ſomewhat bandy-legged, with a neck 


like that of a bull, and a face which had withſtood 


A4 the 
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this infernal uſage; my indignation triumphed over 
that laviſh awe which had hitherto enforced /'my. - | 
obedience ;. and the more my. years and knowledge 
encrealed, the more I perceived the injuſtice ang 
barbarity of his behaviour. By the help of an un- 
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the moſt obſtinate aſſkults of the weather. His 

dreſs conſiſted of a ſoldier's coat altered for him by 
the ſhip's taylor, a ſtriped flannel jacket, a pair of 
red breeches japanned with pitch, clean grey 
worſted ſtockings, large ſilver buckles that covered 
three-fourths of his ſhoes, a ſilver-laced hat whoſe 
crown over-looked the brims about an inch and a 
half, a black bob wig in the buckle, a check ſhirt, 
a ſilk handkerchief, an hanger with a braſs handle, 
girded to his thigh by a tarniſhed laced belt, and 
a good oak plant under his arm. Thus equipped, 
he ſet out with me (who by his bounty made a ve- 


3 


i decent appearance) for my grandfather's houſe, 


where we were ſaluted by Jowler and Cæſar, who 
my couſin had let looſe at our approach. Being 
well acquainted with the inveteracy of theſe curs, l 
was about to betake myſelf to my heels, when 
my uncle ſeizing me with one hand, brandiſhed his 
Tudgel with the other, and at one blow laid Cæſar 
ſprawling on the ground: but finding himſelf at- 
tacked in the rear hy Jowler, he drew his hanger, 
and by a lucky ſtroke, ſevered Jowler's head froni 
his body, By this time, the young fox-hunter and 
three ſervants, armed with pitch forks and flails, 
were come to the aſſiſtance of the dogs, whom they 
found breathleſs upon the field. My couſin was ſo 
provoked at the death of his favourites, that he 


ordered bis attendants to advance, and take ven- 


geance on their executioner, upon which my un- 
cle accoſted their leader thus: lookee, brother, 
your dogs having boarded me without provocation, 
what J did was in my own defence. So you had 
beſt be civil, and let vs ſhoot a-head, clear of you. 
Whether the young ſquire miſinterpreted my un- 
Cle's deſire of peace, or was enraged at the __ 

| LO his 
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his hounds. beyond bis. ufual pitch of reſolution, 1 
know not + but he ſnatched a flail from one of his 
iollowers, and came up with a ſhew of aſſaulting 
the lieutenant, who puiting himſelf into a poſture. 
of defence, proceeded thus : lookes, you lubberly 
fon of a w e, if you come athwart me, ware 
your gingerbread-work. - I'Il be foul of your quar- 
ter, d——n me. Here a parley enſued, which 
was introduced by my couſin's aſking, Who the 
dh are you? What do you want? Same ſcoun- 
drel of a feaman (I ſuppoſe) who has deferred and 
turned thief, None of your jaw you ſwab, none 
of your jaw, (replied my unele) elſe 1 thall trim 
your laced jacket for. you. I ſhall rub you down with 
an oaken towel, my boy, k ſhall. So ſaying, he 
ſheathed his hanger and graſped his cudget. Mean 
white we were admitted, and conducted» tio my 
grandfather's chamber, through a line of my rela- ¾ 
tions. When we came into the judge's. prefence, 
my uncle, after two or three ſeazbows, expreſſed | 
Eimfelf in this manner: your ſeryant, your fer- | 
{ 
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vant. Wat cheer, | father > what cheer ? J ſup- 
poſe you don't know me, may hap you don't, my 
name is Tom Bowling, and this here boy, you look 
as it you did not know him neither, tis like you 
mapa't, he's newerigged, Yſaith ; his cloth don't 
make in the wind fo much as it wont to do. Tis 
my nephew, d'ye fee; Roderick Random, your 
cn fcth and blood, old gentleman. Don't lag a- 
tern you dog, don't (pulling me forward.) My 
grandfather (who was laid up with the gout) fe- 
-ceived this relation, after his long abſence, with 
that civility. and coldneſs vhich was peculiar. to 
bim; told him. he was glad to ſee him, and defix- | 
eo kia to ft down. Thank ye, thank ye, ſir, | | 
8 2 WOOD had 
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had as lief ſtand, (ſaid my uncie) for my own 
part I deſire nothing of you; but if you have any 
conſcience at all, do ſomething for this poor boy, 
who has been uſed at a very unchriſt ian rate. Come, 
come, conſidet, old gentleman, you are going in 
2 ſhort time, to give an account of your evil, ad- 
ons. The leaſt thing you can do, is to ſettle his fa- 
ther's portion on him. The young ladies, who 
thought themſelves too much concerned to contain 
themſelves any longer, ſet up their throats all to- 
. gether againſt my protector, who ſtopped his ears 
with his fingers, and cried out, that all the devils 
in hell had broke looſe upon him. Scurvy com- 
panion, ſaucy tarpawlin, rude, impertinent fellow, 
did he think to preſcribe to grandpapa ? his ſiſter's 
brat had been too well taken care of; grandpapa 
was too juſt not to make a difference between an 
unnatural rebellious ſon, and his dutiful. loving 
children, who took his advice in all things; and 
ſuch expreſſions were levelled againſt him with 
great Violence, until the judge at length com- 
manded ſilence. He calmly rebuked my uncle for 
his unmannerly behaviour, which he ſaid he would 
excuſe on account of his education; he told him 
he had been very kind to the boy, whom he had 
kept at ſchool ſeven or eight years, and would bind 
him apprentice to ſome honeſt tradeſman'or other. 
The honeſt tar anſwered my grandfather ; thank 
you for your courteous offer, of binding the lad 
apprentice to a tradeſman; J ſuppoſe you would 
make a tailor of him, would you? J had rather ſee 
him hang'd, d'ye-ſee. Come aiong, Rory, 1 per- 
ceive how the land lies, my boy; b'wye, old gen- 
tleman, you're: bound for the other world, but I 
believe damnably ill provided for the voyage. Thus 
2 | | ended 
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ended our viſit, and we returned to the village, my 


uncle muttering curſes all the way againſt the old 
ſhark and the young fry that ſurrounded him. A 


a notary and made his will; and deſired 10 ſee all 
his 323 without exception. In obedience 
to t 
repeating by the road, ey, ey, we have brought up 
the old hulk at laſt, When we entered his cham- 
ber, he approached him with theſe words, How fare 
FF ye, how fare ye, old gentleman ? Lord have mer- 
Y cy upon your poor finful ſoul. This homely con- 
ſolation ſcandalized the company fo much, that we 
*Z were obliged to retire into anotker room, where in 
= Aa few minutes, we were convinced of my grandfa- 
L ther's deceaſe, by a diſmal yell uttered by the 
4 young ladies in his apartment; whither we imipe- 
diately haſted, and found his heir, aſking, with a 
countenance beſlubbered with tears, if his grand- 
$62 was certainly dead? Dead, (ſays my uncle, 
looking at the bey) ay, ay; I'll warrant him as 
4 dead as a herring. Mayhap old buff has left my 
5 kinſman here, his heir: to avoid any diſturbance, 


Bowling, that his nephew ſhould have all manner 


'% to provide mourning for all the relations, During 
F which interval, the conjectures of people, with re- 


4 it was well known, he had, beſides his landed eſ- 
1 tate, Which was worth 7ool. per annum, ſix or fe- 
ven thouſand pounds at intereſt. At length the 
important hour arrived, and the will was produc- 
ed, when an attorney pronounced aloud, the young 


Squire ſole heir of all his grandfather's eſtate; per- 


ſonal 


few weeks after our firſt viſit, the old judge ſent for 


is ſummons, my uncle fat out with me. often 


9 one of my grandfather's executors aſſured Mr. | 


of juſtice. In the mean time, orders were given 


gard to the old gentleman's will were various ; as. 


1 
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ſonal and real. My uncle, who had liſtened with 


great attention, ſucking the head of his cudgel al] 
the while, accompanied theſe. words of the attor- 
ney with a ſtare, and a wwherw, that alarmed the 
whole aſſembly. He then cried to me, in a 
loud tone, Come, Rory, about ſhip, my. lad, 
we muſt ſteer another courſe, and away? we 


went. On our way back to the village, my uncle 


ſpoke not a word for an hour, but whiſtled, 1/hy 


fhould we guarrel for riches, c. his viſage being 


contracted into a moſt formidable frown. At length 
his pace was increaſed to ſuch a degree, that [ 
was often left behind, which, when he perceived, 
he would wait for me; and when JI was almoſt up 


with him, call out in a ſurly tone, Bear a hand, 


damme, mult I bring too every minute for you, you 


lazy dog. Then he would ſay, Come, my boy, 


don'r be caſt down, the old raſcal is ig hell, that's 
ſome ſatisfaction; you ſhall go to ſea with me, my 
lad. But this reſolution was ſoon dropt, at the 
advice of our uſher, who aſſured Mr. Bowling, it 
would be a thouſand pities to baulk my genius, 
which would certainly, ane day make my fortune 


on ſhore, provided it received due cultivation. Up- 


on - which, this generous tar determined (though 
he could ill afford it) to give me univerſity educa- 
tion; and accordingly, feitled my board and other 
expences at a town not many miles diſtant, famous. 
for its colleges, whither we repaired in a ſhort 


o 
Ia the mean time my uncle being informed of 


my maſter's behaviour to me, was, enraged beyond 


all comprehenſion, and. vowed revenge ſo heartily, 
that 1 could not refrain from telling him a ſcheme, 
had concerted, 10 flog him as he had ſo often 
Ne e 84 9 men 
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done me, which. he heard with great ſatisfaction, 
at every ſentence, ſquirting out a mouthſul of ſpit- 
ile, tinctured with tobacco, of which he conſtant- 
ly chewed a large quid. At laſt, pulling up his 
breeches, he cried, No, no, Z——ds! that won't 
do neither, howſomever, tis a bold undertaking, 
my lad; but lookee, lookee, won't the enemy give 
chace, my boy? and alarm.the whole coaſt ? ab! 
G- d hely thee, more fail. than ballaſt, Rory, — 
Let me alone for that, I'll ſhew him the ſore · top- 
fail, Iwill. If fo be that your ſhip-mates are. jol- 
ly boys, and won't flinch, you ſhall ſee, you-thall 
ſee ; egad, I'll play him a falt-water trick. Squire 
Gawky, ſon of a worthy gentlemen, and Hugh 
Strap, the ſon of a ſhoemaker, that had a real re- 
gard for me, were very proud of our aſſociate, who 
immediately. went to work, and prepared the in- 

ſlrument of his revenge with great ſkill and expe- 
dition. At length the hour arrived, when our aux- 
iliary, ſeizing the opportunity of the uther's abſence, 
bolted in, ſecured the door, and immediately laid 
hold of the pedant by his collar, who bawled out, 
Murder! Thieves! with the voice of a Stentor. My 
uncle having upbraided this arbitrary wretch with 


his inhumanity to me, told him, that he propoſ- 


ed to zive him a litile diſcipline for the good of his 
ſoul.; which he immediately put in practice with: 
great vigour and dexterity. When the lieutenant 
thought himſelf ſufficiently revenged, he took his 
leave of him in theſe words: Now, friend, , yaw'lh 
remember me the longeſt day you have to live, L 
haye given you a leſſon, that will let you know 
what; flogging is, and teach you to have more 
ſympathy for: the future, We then quitied the 
place, and lay that night at an inn on the dead. 
1 about. 
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about ten miles ſhort of the town where I was to 
remain, at which we arrived next day, and I found 
I had no cauſe to complain of the accommodations 
provided for me ; being boarded at the houſe of an 


apothecary, who had married a diſtant relation of 


my mother. In a few days after, my uncle et out 
for his ſhip, after having ſettied the neceſſary funds 
for my maintenance and education, 
As | was now capable of reflection, TI began to 
eonſider that my ſole dependence was on the gene- 
roſity of one man; who was expoſed by his pro- 
feſſion to continual dangers, which might one day 
deprive me of him for ever. Alarmed at this con- 
fideration, I reſolved to apply myſelf with great 
care io my ſtudies, and this I did with ſuch ſuc- 


' ceſs; that in the ſpace of three years, | underſtood 


Greek very well, was pretty well advanced in the 
mathematicks, and no firanger to moral and natu- 


ral pbiloſophy. - Theſe qualifications, added to a 


good face and ſhape, acquired the eſteem and ac- 
quaintance of the moſt confiderable people in town. 
and I had the ſatisfaction to find myſelf in ſome de- 
gree of favour with the ladies; but my coufins, who 
reſided in the ſame town, did not deſiſt from perſe- 
cuting me. They had recourſe to a ſcheme to 
give them all the ſatisfaction they defired :—this 
plan was to prevail on my companion to betray 
the truſt T repoſed in him, by imparting to them 
the particulars of my ſmall amours, which they 


publiſhed with ſuch exaggerations, that I ſuffered 


very much in the opinion of every body, and was 
mterly - diſcarded by the dear creatures whoſe 
names had been called in queſtion. While I was 


buſied in tracing out the author of this treachery, 
| one day perceived the looks of my landlady fa 


altered 


| RODERICK RANDOM. 15 
altered when J went home to dinner, that upon 
inquiring into the cauſe, ſhe ſcrewed up her mouth, 
and fixing her eyes on the ground, told me her 
huſband had received a letter from Mr. Bowling, 

vith one incloſed for me; the was very ſorry for what 
had hagpened, both for my ſake and his on, but 
engl als be more cautious of their conduct. 
.  Theſe' letters were no ſooner read, than the a- 
pothecary ſhaking his head, began: I have a very & 
great regard for Mr. Bowling, that's certain, and | 
could be well content, but times are very hard; "W4 
there's no ſuch thing as money to be got, I be- 7 

lieve tis all vaniſhed under ground, for my part. z 
Beſides, I have been out of pocket already, having 
entertained you ſince the beginning of this month, 
without receiving à ſix ,pence. 'So, I defire you 
will this week provide yourſelf with another lodg- 

ing. The indignation which this harangue inſpir- 
ed, gave me ſpirits to ſupport my reverſe of fol- 
tune; and to tell him I deſpiſed his mean, ſelfiſh 
diſpoſition ſo much, that 1 would rather ſlarve than 

be beholden to him for one ſingle meal. Upon 
which, out of my pocket money, I paid him to 
the laſt farthing of what | owed, and aſſured him 
I would not ſleep another night under his roof. — 

This ſaid, L ſallied out, in à tranſport of rage and 
ſorrow, without knowing whither to fly for ſheher, 
having not one friend in the world capable of re- 


— — — 
*% — ͤ——— — — —— — * — 
— — a nn 
E 7 Q a hat od _ 
— * — a 


lieving me, and only three ſhillings in my purſe. ; 

After giving way for a feu minutes to the diftates 1 
of my rage, I went and hired a ſmall bed- room at 
: 114 


the rate of one ſhilling and ſix pence per week, 
which I was obliged to pay per advance, before the 
landlord would receive me; and n-xt morning got 
up with a vie of craving the advice and aſſiſtance 
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ef ſome perſons who had, on all ocoafions, loaded 
me with careſſes, and made frequent offers of friend- 
fhip, while I was under no neceſſity of accepting 
them: But when I communicated the occaſion of 


my viſit, they not only abſolutely refuſed to give 


me any aſſiſtance, but inſulted my diftreſs,, I now 
found myſelf deſerted to all the miſeries of extreme 
want, and avoided by mankind as a creature of a 
different ſpecies,: when. I was one day told, that a 
gentleman deſired to ſee me at a certain public 


houſe; whither immediately I repaired ; and was 


introduced to one Mr. Lancelot Crab, a ſurgeon in 
the town, who after having diſcourſed with me for 
ſome time, engaged me as his ſhop-man, I was ac- 
cordingly that very night admitted to his houſe; 
and an apartment aſſigned to me in the garret, 
which 1 was fain to put up with, notwithſtanding 
the mortifieation my pride ſuffered in this change 
of. circumſtances. In this manner I lived without 


hearing the leaſt tidings of my uncle for the ſpace 


of two years, during Which time I kept little or na 
company, being neither in humour to reliſh, nor 
in a Capacity to maintain much acquaintance'; for 
the Nabal my maſter allowed me no wages; and 
the ſmall perquifites of my ſtation ſcarce ſupplied 


me with the common neceſſaries of lite. .I was no 
longer a pert unthinking coxcomb, © giddy with 
popular applauſe, and elevated with the extrava- 


gance of hope; my. nusfortunes had taught me 
he little the careſſes of the world duriag a man's 
proſperity are to be valued by him; and hew ſeti- 
quſly and expeditiouſly he ought to ſet himſelf a- 
bout making himſelf independent of them. When 


Ideemed myſelf ſufficiently maſter of my buſineſe, 


began io caſt about for an opportunity of launch- 
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ing ing the, world, in hopes of finding-ſome-p! 


vi en, pak, might. make. amends for the . | 


ties Th ha d:undergone 4 Dee: this ceuld not be. 
e without: a ſmall ſum of money, I was in 
the vimgſt. perplexity how-to raiſe it, well know-. 


ing, that Crab, for his. on, ſake; would never put 


me. 255 2gondition, 10 leave him, when his intereſk 
was ſo mpch concerned in my ſtay. But his maid- 


ſeryant becoming with child, and as ſhe averred by. 


wal Teri her te lay it bo the account her, 
on er; with whom ſhe. had had connexians., his 
Ed 


did.;. and he being then, williag't ſho ould. quit 
him, thay he might then lay the child to my door, 


he n with money, and I ſet. out ig a few 


Weeks ſor. London, my whole ſortune conſiſliag of 


one. ſuit of clothes, half a, dozen ruffled ſhirts, a4 
ag rg two pair of worſted ſtoekings, as m- 
ny. 


a caſe of pocket inſtruments, u M 
edition of Horace, iſeman's ſurgery, and ten 


uineas in caſh; for which Crab took: my bons. 
bearing, 5 per cent. intereſt; at the ſame time gix- 


ing me a letter tothe member of parliament for —ęè 
town, which he ſaid would do. my huſineſs.. 


As there is no ſuch convenience 2s 4 Waggon in 
this country, and my finances. were too weak 10 
ſupport. .the expence of hiring a horſe, I ſet out 
with.the carriers who tranſpott goods ſrom one place 
to another on horſeback, 1ſt November, 1 739- ſiting 
upon a pack ſaddle, between twobaſkets, oneof which 
contained my goedsina kaapſack. But by thetime wa 
arrived, at Newcaſtle, upon Tyne, I was ſo fatigued 
with, the tediouſneſs of the carriage, and benumb- 
ech with the coldneſs of the weather, that I reſolv+ 


ed ig travel the reſt of my journey on foot, rather : 


than Proceed in  fuch a diſagreeable manner. 
Stepping 
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me thus: Sit, I preſuitie you are 4 Scotchman. 


To which * ſw arg”! in the alrmarire. Pray 


(continued he) of What part of Scotland; T no 


wwoner told him than he diſcovered great' emoti- 


en, und not confining: his operation to my thin and 
upper lip, beſmeared my whole face with great a- 

ation. At which I was ſo offended, that ſtart- 
ing up, ' aſked him What the d—1 he meant by u- 
fing me ſo? He begged pardon, telling me his joy 
in meeting with a countryman had occaſioned ſome 
eonſuſion in him, and craved' my name. But when 
I'deelzred-my name was Random, he exclaimed i in 
a rapture, How! Rory Random? The ſame, I re- 
plied, looking at him 'with aſtoniſhment ; What, 
cried-he, don't you know your old ſchool-feNow, 
Hugh Strap? At that inſtant recelleQing his face, I 


few into his arms, and in the tranſport of my joy, 


give him back one half of the ſuds he had heſtow- 
ed on my countenance ; ſo that we made 4 very lu- 
drer6us appearance, and furniſhed a great deal of 


- mirth to his maſter and ſhop<mates, who were wit- 
neſſes of this ſcene. When our mutual careſſes 


were yer, communicated to him my ſituation 
and deſign, but he did not approve of my taking 


a paſſage at ſea, whereks, if I could ee b | 


land, he would bear my company, carry niy bag- 
ge as well as his own, all the way; and if we 
ſhould find ourſelves fatigued, it would be no hard 


matter for us to find on the road either retben horſes 


or Waggons, of which we might take the oppor- 
tunity for a very trifling | expence. I was ſo ra- 
vithed with this propoſal, that J embraced him af- 
feetionately, and aſſured him he- might-coinmand 
7 my 


Stepping into à barber's ſhop! to be ſhaved," the 
young man, while he lathered my face, accofted 


"RODERICK RANDOM.” In 
my purſe to the laſt farthing; but he gave ine 
to underſtand, he had ſaved nioney ſufficient to An- 


ſwer his own occafions'; and that he had a friend” 


in London, who would ſooh introduce him into bu- 


fineſs in that capital; and mighepeſſibly nat it in 
his power to ſerve me likewiſe. C219. 
' Having concerted our plan, and ſettledi our af. 


fairs that night, we departed next morning by day- 


break. We travelled all day at a round pace, hut 
were benighted at a good diſtance from any inn, 


which compelled us to take up our ſodging at a mall 
hedge ale-houſe, that ſtood by itſelf on a by-road,: 

about half a mile from the high-way. There we 
found a pedlar of our own eountry, in whoſe com- 
pany we regaled ourſelves with bacon and eggs and 
2 glaſs of good ale, before a comfortable fre, eon- 
verſing all the while very ſociably with the landlord 
and his daughter, an hale buxom laſs, who enter- 
tained us with great good humour, and in whoſs 
affection | was vain enough-to imagine I had made 
ſome progrets. About eight o'clock we were all. 
three, at our own deſi ire, ſhewn into an apartment, 


where were two beds, in one of which Strap aud I 


betook ourſelves 10 reſt, and the pedlar occupie ths 
other. I ſlept very ſound till midnight, when I was 
diſturbed by a violent motion of the bed, which 
fhook under ine with a continual tremor. Alarmed 
at this phænomenon, I jogged my companion, 
whom 1 found drenched. in ſweat, and quaking 
through every limb; he told me with a low faul- 
tering voice, that we were undone; for there 'was 
2 bloody highwayman loaded with piſtols, in the 
next room; then bidding me make as little noiſe 


as poſſible, he directed me to'a ſmall chink in the 


board partition, through which I could ſee a thick 
ſer 
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ſet bra wny fellow, wich a fierce countenance, fits 
ting-at a table in company with our young landla- e 
dy, having a bottle of ale and a brace of piſlols be- 0 
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=> 
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4 
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fare them, I liſtened with great attention, and " 
 hearg-him ſay in a tetrible tone: d—n—n! Lam 5 
A betrayed, who's that in he next room? Mrs, Bet» | 
: ty told him, he need not be uneaſy, therg were on- I «f 


| ly;three: poor weary travellers, who, miſtaking de p 
road, bad taken up their lodging there, and were u 
alleep long ago. Travellers! ſays he, ſpies, you SD 
b——eh! but no matter, by Gd Tl | ſend them | + 
all to hell in an inſtant. He aecordingly ran towards h 
aur door, when his ſweetheart interpoſing, aſſured a1 
| him, 1bere.was only a couple of poor Scotchmen, 0 
15 who were too raw and ignorant togive him the leaſt ſa 
\ bo of ſuſpician; and the third was a preſby teri- if 
| an pedlar of the ſame. nation, who had often lodg- h 
| ed. in the houſe. before, This declaratien ſatisfied 4 

; 

ö 


the thief, who (wore he was glad there was a ped- * 
| lar there, for he wanted ſome linen. Then in a U. 
6 jovial manner he put about the glaſs, mingling his t. 
| dliſeourſe to Betty with careſſes and familiaruies, : 
that ſpoke him very. happy in his amours, During © 
that'part, of the converſation which regarded us, ſc 
Strap waked the pedlar, and informed him of, what c: 
we had ſeen and heard, who riſing ſoftly, untied 'W 
2 rope that was round his pack, and making it faſt 0 
to one end of it, opened the window, and lowered b. 
kis goods into the yard with great dexterity ; which T 
baving. done, he moved.gently to our bedſide, and 10 
bid us farewel, telling us, that as we ran no riſk, Ire 
we might take our reſt with great confidence, and Et 
in the morning 1 * N we on d. 
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It was no ſooner day, than Betty, entering our 
chamber, and perceiving the window open, cried 


ont, Ods bogs ! Sure you Scotchmen nt hive hot 
eonftitviions, to lie all night with the window o. 


pen in fuch cold weather! 1 feigned to ffart ut uf 


ſleep, and withdrawing the curtain, called, What's 


dhe matter ? When ſhe ſhewed me, affected ſur- y 
priſe, and ſaid, Bleſs me] the window Whs'Thut 


when we went to bed. III be hanged, faid the, if 
Sawny Waddle the pedlar has not got up in a dream 
and done it, for I heard him very obſtropulous in 
his ſleep. Betty, after a-moment's pauſe, withdrew, 

and immediately we could hear her waken Rifle, 

who jumped out of bed and dreffed, venting a thou- 
ſand execrations, and vowing to murder the pedlar 
if ever he could ſet eyes on him again 3 for; ſaid 
he, the ſcoundrel has by this time rai! {ed the hue 
and.cry againſt me, Having dreſſed himſelf in a 
"hurry, he mounted his horſe, and for that time rid 
us of his company, and a thouſand NN were 
the conſc quence of it. 

Aſter having paid our ſccre, we brodeeded: on 
our journev, bleſſing ourſelves that we had come off 


ſo well. We now perceived a croud on the rod, 


coming towards us, ſhouting and hallooing all the 


Way. "As it approached, we could diſcern a man 


on horſeback in the middle, with his hands tied 


behind him, whom we ſoon knew to be Rifle.— 


They were carrying him to a Juſtice of peace in a 
neighbouring village, but ſtopt at our inn to take 
refreſhment. When Riffe was diſmounted, and plac- 


ed in the yard, I was amazed to ſee what a pitiful 


de je cted fellow he now appeared, who had but a 
jew hours ago filed me with ſo much terror. My 


companion Strap was ſo much encouraged by this 


alteration 
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22 THEADVENTURES OP 
alteration. in his appearance, that he declared he 
would cudgel or box with him for a guinea, but was 


diſſuaded by me, who repreſented to him the faliy 


of the undertaking, as Rifle was now in the hands of 
juſtice. But what made me repent of our curioſity 
Was, our being detained as evidence againſt him, 
When we were juſt going to ſet forward. However, 


there was no remedy ; we were obliged to com- 
"ply. and about twilight arrived at the place of our 


deſtination ; but as the juſtice was gone to viſt a 
gentleman in the country, the robber was confined 
in a'/garret, from which it ſeemed impoſſible for him 
to eſcape ; this, nevertheleſs, was the caſe ; for 
next morning when they went up ſtairs, to bring 


him before the juſtice, the bird was flown, having 


got out at the window upon the leads, from whence 
he ſculked until the family were aſleep, at which 
time he ventured down ſtairs, and let himſelf out 


by the ſtreet door, which was found open. This 


was a great diſappointment to thoſe who arpre- 
hended him, who were fluſhed with the hopes of 
a reward; but. gave me great joy, as I was per- 


mitted now to continue my journey without any 


further: moleſtation. 

Having walked all day at a great pace, Bidet 
halting | for refreſhmen?!, we deſcried towards the 
evening, to our inexpreſlible joy, a waggon about 


a quarter of a mile hefore us; and by that time we 
came up with it, were both of us ſo weary, that J 


verily: believe it would have been impracticable for 


us o have walked one mile further. We therefore 


bargained with the driver, whoſe name was Joey, io 
give us a caſt to the next ſtage for a thilling ; 
which place we would meet the maſter of the wa A 
gon, with whom we might agi2e for the teſt of the 
| Je ur 2295 
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| Journey; Accordingly the convenience ſtopt, and joey 
| having, placed the ladder, Strap (being loaded with 
| our baggage) mounted firſt; but zuſt as he was gote- 7 
* king in, a., tremendous, vqic: ; aſſailed. his ears in | 


theſe words: G—d's fury there ſhall no paſſengers | 
come here; The poor ſhaver as. ſo diſconeerted at 
this exclamatian, which bath! he and I imagined | 
proceeded from the mouth of à giant, that he der 
ſcended with great velocity, and a gountenance as 
white as paper. Joey perceizing our aftoniſhment, | 
called with an arch ſneer, Waunds, coptain l whay | 
woan't you ſaoffer, the poor waggoner to make a 
penny? Coom, coom, young man, get oop, get 
oop, never mind the coptain.; This was not en- 
couragement ſufficient. to Strap, who could not be 
prevailed upon to venture up again; upon which 
I attempted, though not without a quaking heart, 
when T heard the ſame voice muttering like diſtant 
thunder, By G—d I won't be, uſed ſo, d—n—a 
ſeize me if I am. However I crept in, and hy; agci- 
dent got an empty lace in the ſtraw, which. I im- 
mediatgly took poſſeſſion of without being able; to 
diſcern, the faces of my fellow travellers in the 
dark, Strap following with the knapſack on his 
back, chanced to take the other fide, and by a jolt 
of the carriage, pitched directly upon the ſtomach 
of the captain, who bellowed out in a moſt dread- 
ful manner, Blood and thunder! where's my ſword? | 
At theſe words, my frighted..comrade ſtarted up, ; 
and at one ſpring, bounced againſt me with. ſuch 
force, that I thought the ſuppoſed ſon of Anak in- 
tended to (mother me. In the mean time a female 
voice cried, out, Bleſs me ! what is the matter, my 
dear? The matter, replied the captain, damn my 
blood! my guts are almoſt ſqueezed out by that | 
ED |  Scotchman's 
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Scotehman's hump. Strap trembling all the while 
at my back, -afked him pardon, and hid'the'Blame 
of what had happened upon the jolting of the wag- 
gon. About this time 1 fell aſleep, and Gjoycn 
comfortable nap till ſuch time as we arrived at 
the inn where we pm up. Here, having got out 
ofthe waggen, we all aſſeinbled in the He when 
vuptein Weatel (for that Was his nithe} Utfired' a 


rom with 4 ft e for bimſeff and ſpouſe; ant told 


the landlord, they Would ſap by themſelyes. The 
int- kee per replied, chat he could not afford them a 
rodin by themſelves"; and as for fupping, he had 
prepared victuals for Thie paſſengers in the waggon 
itheut reſpect of perſons, but if he could prevail 
An the reſt to let him have his choice in à ſepa- 
rate manner, with all his heart: This was no ſoon- 
er faid, than all of us declared againſt the propo- 


fat; and Miſs Jenny (our other female paſſenger) 


vbferved, that if captain Weazel and his lady had 
à mind to ſup by themſelves, they might wait until 
we ſhould have done. At this the captain put on 
a martial frown, and lobked very big, without 
ſpea king; while his yoke-fellow, with a difdainful 


toſs of her noſe, muttered ſomething about crea- 


ture, which Miſs Jenny over-hearing, ſtept up to 
her, ſaying, None of your names, good Mrs. Abi- 
gall ; creature quotha! I'll aſſure you, no ſuch 
creature as you neither, no ten pounds ſneaker. 
In the midſt of this quarrel, the maſter of the wag- 
gon alighted, who underftanding the cauſe of it, 
and fearing the captain and his lady would take ſo 
much nmbrage, as to leave his carriage, was at 
great pains to have every thing made'up, 'which 
at laſt he accompliſhed, and we fat- down to ſup- 
per all together. At bed - time we were ſhewn to our 
3 | | apartments. 
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7 apartments. The old uſurer, Strap and I; were 
conducted to one room, the captain, his wiſe and 
Miſs Jenny, to another. 
Next morning I agreed to give the maſter of the 
waggon ten ſhillings for my paſſage to London, 
provided Strap ſhould be allowed to take my place 
| when I ſhould be diſpoſed to walk. Nothing of 
any conſequence happened to us during the day. 
About 7 o'clock at night we arrived at our inn, ſup- 
| ped and went to bed; hut Strap being obliged to 
| get up in the middle of the night, and taking the 
| — in his hand, which he had left burning for 
| 
| 


the purpoſe, he went down to the houſe of office, 
wherce in a ſhort time he returned in a great hur- 
ry, with his hair ſtanding on end, and d ook be 
toke ning horror and aſtoniſhment. Without ſpeak- 
ing a word, he ſet down the light, and jumped in- 
to bed behind me, where he lay and trembled with 
great violence. When I aſked him what Was the 
matter? he rephed, with a broken accent, God 
have mercy on us| | have ſeen the devil. Though 
| my prejudice,was not quite ſo ſtrong as his, I was 
not a liitle alarmed at the exclamation, and much 
more ſo, when | heard the ſauind of bells approach- 
ing our chamber, and felt my bed-'ellow cling cloſe 
to me, uttering theſe words, Chriſt have mercy 
upcn us! there he comes. At this inſtant, a mon- 
ſtrous overgrown raven entered our chamber, with 
bells at its feet, and made directly towards our bed. 
As this creature is reckoned in our..ccuntry,. a 
. common vehicle for the devil and witches to 5 | 
their pranks in, I verily believed we were haunt- 
: ed; and in à violent fright, ſhrunk my head under 
1 the bed=clothes. This terrible apparition leapt up- 
on the bed, and after giving g us ſexcral {oyere debs 
WIr 
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with its beak through the blankets, hopped away, 
and vanifhed. Strap and I recommended ourſelves 
to the protection of heaven with great devotion, 
and when we no longer heard the noiſe, ventured 
to peep up and take breath. But we had not long 
been freed from this phantom, when anether ap- 
peared, that had deprive” us nearly of four ſenſes. 
-We perceived an old man enter the room, with a 
long white beard that reached to his middle ; there 


was a certain wild peculiarity in his eyes and coun- 


tenance, that did not ſavour of this world; and 


his dreſs conſifted of a brown fluff coat, buttoned 


behind, and at the wriſts, and an odd-fathivned cap 
of the ſame ſtuff upon his head. I was ſo amazed 
that | lay motionleſs, and faw him come flraight 
up to me; when he got to the bed, he wrung his 


hands, and cried with a voice that did not ſeem to 


belong to # human creature, Where is Ralph? l 
made no reply; upon which, he repeated in an 
accent lil] more preturnatural, Where is Ralpho ? 
He had no ſooner proneunced theſe words, than 1 
heard the ſound of the bells at a diftance ; which 
the apparition having liſtened to, tripped away, and 
left me almoſt petrified with fear. It was a good 
while before 1 could recover myſelf fo far as to 
ſpeak ; and when at length I turned about to Strap, 
1 found: him in a fit, which however did not laſt 
long. When he came to himſelf, I aſked his opinion 
of what had happened; and he aſfured me, that 
the firſt! muſt certainly be rhe ſou] of ſome perion 
damned, which appeared by the chains about its 
legs (for his ſears had magnified the creature to ike 
bigneſs of a Horſe, and the ſound of ſmall morris 
bells to the clanking of maſſy chains;) as for the 
old man, he 400k it to be the ſpirit of ſomebody 
I | | * murdered 
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murdered long ago in this place, which had power 
- pranted it ta torment the aſſaſſin in the ſhape of a 
raven, and that Ralpho was the name of the ſaid 
 - murderer, Although I had not much faith in his 
. interpretation, I was too much iroubled to enjoy 
any ſleep ; and in all my future adventures never 
j paſſed a night fo ill. In the morning, Strap imparted 
0 | the whole Mair to Joey, who after an immoderate 
fit of laughter, explained the matter, by telling 
him that the old man was the landlord's father 
who had turned idiot ſome years ago, and diverted 
himſelf with a tame raven, which, it ſeems, had 
| hopped away from his apartment in the night, and 


induced him to follow it to our chamber, where 
| he had inquired after it, under ihe name af Ral- 
1} - pho. OY | Eg EO 
IF Nothing remarkable happened during the re- 
[i maining part of our journey, which continued fix 
or ſeven days longer. At length we entered the 
great city, and lodyed all night at the inn, where 
the waggon halted. Next morning, all the paſ- 
ſengers parted different ways ; while my compani- 
on and I ſallied out to inquire for the member of 
parliament, to whom I bad a letter of reeommenda- 
tion from Mr. Crab, As we had diſcharged our 
| lodging at the inn, Strap took up our baggage, and 
marched behind me in the ſtreet with the knapſack 
on his back as uſual, fo that we made a very wbim- 
fical appearance. As we walked along, Strap, at 
| my delire, inquired of a carman whom we met, 
1 where-abouts Mr. Cringer lived; and was anſwer- 
gd by a ſtare, accompanied with the word Anan ! 
ſ Upon which I came up in order to explain the 
| queition, but had the misfortune to be unintelligi- 
ble likewiſe, the carman damning us for a louſy 
| VVV S .)cotch 
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Scotch guard, and whipping up his horſes with a 
Gee ho! which nettled me to the quick, and rouſ- 
ed the indignation of Strap fo far, that after the 
fellow was gone a good way, he told me he would 
Gght him for a farthing. While we were delibe- 
Tating what was next to be done, an hackney coach- 
man driving ſoftly along, and perceiving us ſtand- 
ing by the kennel, came up cloſe to us, and calling, 
A coach, maſter by a dexterous management of 
the reins, made his horſes ſtumble in the wet, and 
bedaub vs all over with mvd. After which, he 
drove en, applauding himſelf with a hearty laugh, 
in which ſeveral people joined, to my great morti- 
ſication; but one more compaſſionate than the reſt, 
ſeeing us ſtrangers, adviſed me to go into an ale - 
houſe, and dry myſelf. I thanked him for his ad- 
vice, which I immediately complied with; and go- 
ing into the houſe he pointed out, called for à pot 
ok beer, and ſat down by the fire in a public room, 
where wecleaned ourſelves as well as we could ; in 
the mean time, a wag who ſat in a box ſmoaking 
his pipe, underſſanding by our diale& who we were, 
came up to me, and, with a very grave counte- 
nance, aſked me bow Jong | had been caught? As 
I did not know the meaning of this queſtion, | made 
ns anſwer ; and he went on, ſaying, it could not 
be a great while, for my tail was not yet cut; at 
the ſame time taking hold of my hair, and tipping 
the wink to the reſt of the company, which ſeem- 
ed highly entertained with his wit, I was Incepſed 
at this ulage, hut afraid of reſenting it, becauſe I 
happened to be in a ſtrange place, and perceived 
the perſon who ſpoke to me was a brawny fellow, 
for whom I was by no means a match, However, 
Sitrzp having either more courage or lets caution, 
EET. ot 3 | could 
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could not put up with the. inſults that I ſuffered ; 
but told him with a peremptory tene, he was an 
unefvil fellow, for making fo free with his betters. 
Whereupon the wit going toward him, aſked, What 
hae had got in his knapſack ? Is it oatmeal or brim- 
ſtone, Sawney, (ſaid he) ſeizing him by the chin, 
which hezſhook to the inexpreſſible diverſion of all 
preſent. My companion feeling himfelf aſſaulted 
in ſuch an opprobrious manner, diſergaged himſelf 
in a trice, and lent his antagoniſt ſuch a box on 
the ear, as made him ſtagger to the other fide of 
the room ; and in a moment a ring was formed for 
the combatants, © Seeing Strap beginning to ſtrip, 
and my blood being heated with indignation, which 
baniſhed all other thoughts, I undreſſed myſelf to 
the {kin in an inftant, and declared, that as the af- 
front that occaſioned the quarrel was offered to me, 
I would fight it out myſelf; upon which, one or 
t wo cried out, that's a brave Scotch boy; you ſhall 
have fair play, by G- d. This gave me freſh ſpi- 
rits, and going up to my adverſary, who, by his 
pale countenance, did not ſeem much inclined to 
the battle, I ſtruck him ſo hard on the ſtomach, 
that he reeled over a bench, and fell to the ground. 
Here Iautempted to get a top of him, in order to 


own country, but was reſtrained by the ſpectators, 
one of whom endeavoured to raiſe up my opponent, 
but in vain; for he proteſted: he weuld not fight, 
being not quite recovered of a late ilineſs. I was 
very well pleaſed with this excuſe, and immediate= 
ly dreſſed myſelf, - having acquired -the good 
pinion of the company for my bravery, as did al- 
ſo my com̃rade Strap, who ſhook me by the hand, 
and wiſhed me joy of the victory. After having 

of ta __.drank 


& 


30 THE ADVENTURES OF 


drank our pot and. dried our clothes, we inquired of 
the landlord if he knew Mr. Cringer the member of 
parliament, and were amazed at his replying in the 
negative; for we imagined he mull he every bit as 
conſpicuous here as in the borouzh he repreſented ; - 
but he told us we might poſſibly hear of him. as we 
paſſed along. Wherevpon we betook ourſelves to 
the ſtreet, and as we wandered along, gaping about, 
a very decent ſort of a man paſſing by me, ſtopped 
ol a ſudden, and took up ſomething, which, having 
examined, he turned and preſented it to me, with 
theſe words, Sir, you have dropped half a croven. I 
was not a little ſurprized at this inftance of honeſ- 
ty, and told him it did not helong to me; but be 
bid rae recollect, and ſee if all my money was fafe, 
vpon which J pulled out my purſe (for I bad bought 
one ſince | came to town) and reckoning my money 
in my hand, which was now reduced to five guineas, 
Jeven ſhillings and two pence, I affured, him I bad 
loft nothing. Well then, ſays he, ſo much the bet— 
ter, this is God fend, and as ycu two were preſent 
when ] picked it up, you are entitled to equal ſhares 
with me. I was aſtoniſhed at theſe words, and look- 
ed upon this perſon to be a prodigy of integrity, 
but abſolutely refuſed any part of the ſum. Come, 
- gemilewen, faid he, you are too modeſt, I ſee you 
are ſtrangers, but you muſt give me leave to treat 
you with a whei this cold morning. TI weuld have 
declined this invitation, but Strap whiſpered me, 
that the gentleman would be affronted, and com- 
plied. . Where ſhall we ge? (faid the ſtranger) I 
am quite ignorant of this part.of- the town. | in- 
ſormed him that we were in the fame ſitugtion; up- 
an which he propoſe] to go into the firſt public 
toufſe we ſhouls 5nd open. At length as we paſied 
SEES SS through 


RODERICK RANDOM. 3! 
through a dark narrow lane, we perceived a pub- 
lic houſe, which we entered; and found a man 
ſitting by the fire, ſmoaking a pipe, with a pint of 
pur! before him. Our new acquaintance aſked us, 
if ever we had drank egg flip; to which we an- 
ſwering in the negative, he aſſured us of a regale, 
and ordered à quart to be prepared, calling for 
pipes and tobacco at the ſame time. We found 
this compoſition very palatable, and drank hearti- 
ly; the converſation (which was introduced by the 
gentleman) turning upon the ſnares that young un- 
experienced people are expoſed to in this metropo- 
lis. He deſcribed a thouſand cheats that are daily 
_ practiſed upon the ignorant and unwary ; and 
warned us of them with ſo much good nature and 
concern, that we bleſſed the opportunity which 
threw us into his way. In a ſhort time after he 
propoſed playing at cards with us, which after ſome 
time we accepted, and were near being ſtripped of 
every ſhilling we had in the world ; the landlord 
afterwards telling me, this perfon was one of thoſe 
cheats that London abounds with, that goes under 
the denomination of Money dropper. 

In the morning I got up and went to the Navy» 
office, which I entered, and ſaw crowds of young 
fellows walking below ; many of whom made no 
better appearance than myſelf, J conſulted the 
phyſiognomy of each, and at laſt made up to one, 
whoſe countenance I liked, and aſked"if he could 
inſtruct me in the form of a letter which was to be 
{ent to the board, to obtain an order for examina- 
tion: He anſwered me that he would ſhew me the 
copy of what he had wrote for himſelf, by the di- 
ection of another, who knew the' form; and ac- 
cordingly pulled it out of his pocket for my * 

; oh al ; 
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fal ; and told me, that if I was expeditious, I might 
ſend it into the board. before dinner, for they did 
no buſineſs in the afternoon. He then went with 
me to a coffee-houſe hard by, where I wrote the 
letter, which was immediately delivered to the 
meſſenger, who told me, I might expect an order to- 


Morrow about the ſame time. Having tranſacted 


— 


called before the board and queſtioned about the 
place of my nativity and education, they ordered a 


— 


* 
— 


- 


- 


- 


k 


this piece of buſineſs, my mind was a good deal 


compoſed ; and as I had met with ſo much civility 
from this ſtranger, I deſired further acquaintance 


with him, who informed me that he had paſſed for 


a third mate of a third rate, about tour months ago, 
ſince which time he had conſtantly attended at the 
Navy-oftice, in hopes of a warrant. That now being 
utterly impoveriſhed, his ſole hope conſiſted in the 
promiſe of a friend lately come 10 town, to lend 


him a ſmall matter, for a preſent to the Secretary; 


without which he was pezſuaded he might wait a 
thouſand years to no purpòſe. I conceived a migh- 


ty liking for this young fellow, which proceeded 


from the ſimil itude of our fortunes: We ſpent the 
whole day together ; and as he lived at Wapping, 


1 defired him to take ſhare of my bed. Next day 


we returned to the Navy- office, where, after being 


letter to be made out for me, which, upon paying 
half a crown to the clerk, I received, and delivered 
into the hands of the clerk at Surgeon's-hall, toge- 
ther with a ſhilling for bis trouble in regiſtering my 
name. In a few days after I was to undergo an 
examination, which I accordingly did, and to the 
ſatis faction of my examiners, and received my qua- 
lification ſealed up, on paying the fees, which in 
the whole, amounted to 1 38, CTC“(. 
| , E Ov + 4 wood 
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Iwould willingly have gone home immediately, 
but was told by my companions, that we muſt de- 
liver our letters of qualification at the Navy-office 
before one o'clock, upon which we repaired thither,, 
and gave them to the Secretary, who opened and 
read them, and I was mightily pleaſed to find 
myſelf qualified for ſecond mate of a third rate. 
When he had ſtuck them all together on a file, one 
of our company aſked if there were any vacancies; 
to which he anſwered no. Then 1 ventured to 
inquire if any ſhips were to be put in commiſſion 
ſoon. At which he ſurveyed me with a look of in- 
effable contempt, and puſhing us out of his office, 


locked the door without deigning us one word, I 


went home ſoon after this, in expeQation of ſeeing 
Strap, who was now engaged by a peruke-maker 
in ho neighbourhood, as his journeyman, at five 


| ſhillings per week, beſides bed and board. I met 


him; but he preſented a figure to my eyes, that I 
could ſcarce believe real. In ſhort this affection- 
ate ſhaver, not having ſeen me for ſome time, had 
ſet out towards Surgeon's hall, inquiring for me 
there to no purpoſe ; from thence he found his 


| Way to the Navy-office, where he could hear no 


tidings of me, becauſe I was unknown to every bo- 


dy then preſent ; he afterwards went upon Change, 


in hopes of ſeeing me upon the Scotch walk; bur 
without any ſucceſs. At laſt, being almoſt in deſ- 
pair of finding me, he reſolved to aſk every body 


he met in the ſtreet, if per chance any one could give 


him information about me. And actually put his 
reſolution in practice, in ſpite of the ſcoffs, curſes, 
and reproaches with which he was anſwered ; un- 
til a blackſmith's prentice, ſeeing him ſtop a por- 
ter with a burden on his back, and hearing his 

| queſtion, 
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queſtion, for which he received a hearty curſe, call- 


ed ta, him, and aſked if the perſon he inquired af- 
ter was not a Scotchman ? Strap replied with great 
eagerneſs, Yes, and had on a brown coat with long. 


ſkirts. The ſame, ſaid the blackſmith, I ſaw him 


paſs about an hour ago. Did you ſo? cried Strap, 


(rubbing his hands) Odd! I am very glad of that, 
Which way went he? Towards Tybarn in a cart, 
(aid he) if you make good ſpeed you may get thi- 
ther time enough to ſee. him hanged. This piece 
of wit incenſed iny friend to ſuch a degree, that he 
called the blackſmith ſcoundrel, and proteſted he 
would fight him for half a farthing. No, no, (faid 
the other, ſtripping) Il! have none of your money; 
you Scotchmen ſeldom carry any about you, but PI} 
fight you for love. Th ) 

formed by the mob, and Strap finding he could 
not get off honourably without fighting, at the ſame 
time burning with reſentment againſt 2 adverſary, 
quitted his clothes to the care of the multitude, 
and the battle began with great violence on the ſide 
of Strap, who in a few minutes exhaulted his breath 
and ſpirits on his patient antagoniſt, who ſuſtain- 


ed the aſſault with great coolneſs, till finding the 


barber quite ſpent, he returned the blows he had 
lent him. with ſuch intereſt, that Strap, after hav- 
Ing received three falls on the bare ſtones, gave out, 
and allowed the blackſmith to be the better man. 
The victery being thus decided, it was propoſed to 
adjourn to a cellar hard by, and drink as friends, 
But when my friend began to gather us his clothes, 
he perceived that ſome honeſt perſon or other had 
made free with his ſhirt, neckcloth, hat and wig, 
which were carried off; and probably his coat and 
waificoat- would have met with the ſame fate, — 

they 
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they been worth the ſtealing. It was in vain for him 


to make a noiſe, which only yielded mirth To the 
ſpectators; he was fain to get off in this manner, 
which he accompliſhed with' much difficulty, and 


appeared before me all beſmeared with blood and 
dirt. Notwithſtanding this misfortune, ſuch was 


his tranſport at finding me ſafe and found, that he 
had almoſt ſtifled and ſtunk me to death with his 
embraces. *As neither of us had dined, and the 


milk woman coming round at that inſtant, he went 
down ſtairs and brought up a quart, with a penny 


brick, on which we made a coinfortable meal. He 


then ſhared his money with me, which amounted 


to eighteen pence, and left me, with an intention 


to borrow an old wig and hat of his friend the 
ſchool- maſter. IRS 70 ws 


He was no ſooner gone, than I began to conſider 
my ſituation with great uneaſineſs, and revolved all 
the ſchemes'my imagination could ſuggeſt, in order 
to chuſe and purſue ſome one that would procure 
me bread ; for it is impoflible to expreſs the pangs 
I felt, when I refleQed on the miſerable dependence 
in which I lived, at the expence of a poor barber's 
boy. My pride took the alarm, and having no 
hopes of ſucceeding at the Navy-office, I came to 
a reſolution of enliſting in the foot-guards next 
daypceute gui conte. "I'his extravagant deſign, by 


£ flattering my diſpoſition, gave great ſatisfaction, and 
1 was charging the enemy at the head of wy own 


regiment, when Strap's return intefrupted iny re- 
rerie. The ſchool-maſter had made him a preſent 
gf the tye wig which he wore when I was intro- 


Juced to him, together with an old hat, whole 


brims would have overſhadowed a Coloſſus. Though 
Strap had veniured to wear them in the duſk, he 


— —_ 
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did not chuſe to entertain the mob by day; therefore 
went to work immediately, and reduced them to a 
moderate ſize. While he was employed in this 
manner, he informed me, that a relation of his had 
ſpoke to a French apothecary, who wanted a jour- 
neyman ; and on recommendation, he would en- 
gage me, at fifteen pounds per year, bed and board. : 
This news greatly rejoiced me, and | inſtantly 
went, and heing admitted to the apothecary, glad- 
ly accepted his offers. In the mean time, Strap 
conveyed my baggage to the place alloited for me, 
which was a back room up two pair of ſtairs, fur- 
| niſhed with a pallet for me to lie upon, a chair 
without a back, an earthen chamber-pot without 
a handle, a bottle by way of candleſtick, and a 
triangular piece of glaſs inftead of a mirror ; the 
reſt of its ornaments having been lately removed 
to one of the garrets, for the conveniency of the 
8 of an Iriſh; captain, who lodged on the firſt 
floor. | 
Next day, while I was at work in the ſhop, a 
bouncing damſel, well dreſſed, came in, on pre- 
tence of finding a vial for ſome ule or other; and 
taking an opportunity, when ſhe thought 1 did not 
mind her, of obſerving me narrowly, went away 
with a ſilent look of diſdain. I eaſily gueſſed her £3 
ſentiments, and my pride took the reſolution of ** 
entertaining the ſame indifference and neglect to- + 
wards her. I ſoon learnt that this was my maller's 
only daughter, who would have a very handſome 
fortune, on account of which, and her beauty, a 
great many young gentlemen made their addreſſcs 
to her, that ſhe had been twice on the brink of mar- 
riage, but diſappointed by the ſtingineſs of her 
father, who refuſed to part with a ſhilling as ſong 
uy 
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2s he ſhould live, for which reaſon the young lady 


did not behave to him with all the filial veneration 


that might be expected: In particular, the har- 
boured the moſt perfect hatred for his countrymen, 
in which diſpoſition her mother joined, who was 
an Engliſh woman ; and by the hints they drop- 
ped, I learned the grey mare was the better horle ; 
that ſhe loved diverſions ; and looked upon miſs as 
her rival in all amuſements, and parties of plea- 
ſure. Over and above this intelligence, I, of 
my ſelf, ſoon made more diſcoveries ; Mr. Lave- 
ment's ſignificant grins at his wife, while the looked 
another way, .convinced me that he was not at all 
content with his lot; and his behaviour in pre- 
ſence of the captain, made me believe his chief tor- 
ment was jealouſy. In the mean time my induſtry 
and knowledge gained me the good will of my 
maſter, who would often ſay in French, Mardy ] 
c'eſt un bon Garcon. He had a great deal of buſi- 
neſs; but as he was moſtly employed among his 
fellow reſugees, his profits were ſmall. However, 
his expence for medicines was not great, he being 
the moſt expert man at a ſuccedaneum, of any apo- 
thecary in London, fo that I have been ſometimes 
amazed io ſee him, without the leaſt heſitation, 
nnke up a phyſician's preſcription, though he had 
not in his ſhop ene medicine mentioned in it. Oyſ- 
ter-ſhells he could convert into crab's eyes; com- 
mon oil into oil of ſweet almonds ; ſyrup of ſugar 
into balſamic ſyrup ; Thames water into aqua cin- 
namoni; turpentine into capivi; and a hundred 
more coſtly preparations were produced in an in- 
ſtant, from the cheapeſt and coarſeſt drugs. And 
when any common thing was ordered for a patient, 
he always took care to __ it in colour or taſte, 
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or both, in ſuch a manner, as that it could not poſ- 


fiÞ' ! > known. In the mean while, I had reaſon 


to believe had inſpired one of the maids with ten- 7 
der ſentiments for me; and one night when 
thought every other perſon in the hovſe aſleep, I 7 
100k the opportunity of the other maid's abfence to 
avail myſelf of my conqueſt : Accordingly I gat up, 


andexplored my wayin the dark tothe garret, where 


the lay. I was raviſhed to find the door open, and 


moved ſoftly to her bed fide, tranſported with the 
hope of completing my wiſhes, But what hor- 7 
rors did | feel, when I found her aſlcep, faſt lock- |} 
ed in the arms of a man? I was upon the point of 
doing ſome raſh thing, when the noiſe of a rat 


ſcratching behind the wainſcot, put me to flight, 


and I was ſain to get back to my own hed in ſafe- 7 
ty. Whether this alarm had diſordered my mind, 
or that I was led aſtray by the power of deſtiny, 14 
know not; but inſtead of turning to the left, when 4 
I deſcended to the ſecond ſtory, 1 purſued the con- | 14 
q O} 
th 
| fir 


trary courſe, and miſtook the young lady's bed. 
chamber for my own. I did not perceive my miſ- 


take before I had run againſt the bed poſt; and 
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Len it was not in my power to retreat undiſcover- | in af 


and with a ſoft voice bid me make leſs noiſe, leſt the 
Scotch booby in the next room ſhould over-hear 
us. This hint was ſufficient to make me imagine 


| ſhe had made an aſſignation with captain O'Dor | F 


nell; and as my paſſions, at any time high, were 


then in a ſtate of exaltation, I was reſolved to pro- i; 


fit by my good fortune. 


Without any more ceremony, therefore, I ſlip- 
ped into bed to this charmer, who gave me as fa- 0 


vourable a reception as I could defire. Our con | ; 
verſation 


ed; for the nymph being awake felt my approach, 4 th 


de 
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(. verſation was very ſparing on my part, but ſhe up- 
n {{ braided the perſon whom I repreſented, with his 


1- 7} jealouſy of me, whom ſhe handled fo roughly, that 


my reſentment had well nigh occaſioned a diſcove- 
1 # ry more than once; but | was conſoled for her ha- 


[| 


to FF red of me by under ſtanding from her own mouth, 
p. 3 fhat it was now high time to ſalve her reputation 
re by matrimony ; fer ſhe had reaſon to fear ſhe could 
1d t not much longer conceal the effects of their mu- 


he tual intercourſe. While I was meditating an an- 
- ſwer to this propoſal, J heard a noiſe in my room, 


k- like ſomething heavy falling down upon the floor: 


of [4% Upon which, I ſtarted up, and creeping to the 

rat coor of my chamber, obſereed by moon-light the 

ht, thadow of a man groping his way out ; whereupon 

0 I retired to one fide to let him paſs, and ſaw him 

3d, 30 down ſtairs as expeditiouſly as he could. It 
a 


„1 Vas an eaſy matter to divine that this was the cap- 
zen | fan, who having everſlept himſelf, had got up at 
on⸗laſt to keep his aſſignation, and finding my door 


ed- open, had entered into my apartment inftead of 
2 that of his miſtreſs, where I ſupplied his place. But 
and finding his miſtake, by falling over wy chair, was 


er- afraid the noiſe might alarm the family, and for 


och, that reaſon made off, delaying the gratification of his 
the deſire til] another opportunity. By this time I was 
ea: ſatisfied, and inſtead of returning to the place from 
zine hence I came, retreated to my own caftle, which 
)on- {3 I fortified by bolting the door; and in the congra- 
vere tulation of my happineſs fell aſſeep. But the truth 


pro- ' of this adventure could not be long concealed from 


1 my young miſtreſs, who next day came to an e- 
ſlip-  <tarrciſſement with the captain, upon his lament- 
s ta- ing his laſt night's diſappointment, and begging 
con- pardon for the noiſe he had made. Their mutual 
ion 7 | C2 | chagrin, 
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chagrin, when they came to the knowledge of what 
had happened, may be eaſily conjectured, though #_ 
each had a peculiar grief unfelt by the other; for 
the was conicious of having not only betraying to 
me the ſecrets of her commerce with him; but al- 
ſo, of having incenſed me by the freedoms ſhe bad 1 
i taken with my name, beyond a hope of reconcili- 
# ation. On the other hand, his jealouſy ſuggeſted. 
that ner forrow was all artifice ; and that I had ſup- '% 
plied his place with her own privity and conſent. 
That ſuch was the ſituation of their thoughts, will \ 
appear in the ſequel, for that very day ſhe came in- } 
to the ſhop, where | as alone, and fixing her eyes 
ſwimming in tears, upon me, fighed moſt piteou- 
ly: But | was proof againſt her diſtreſs, by reco- [ 
2 
C 
v 


. —— 
on 


letting the epithets with which ſhe had honoured || „ 
me the night before,, and believing that the good 
reception | enjoyed was deſtined for another. 1 
. therefore took no notice of her afffiction; and ſhe} < 
i3 had the mortification to find her diſdain returned e 
[; fourfold. - However, thenceforward ſhe thougbt n 
8 proper to uſe me with more complaiſance than uſual, y, 
knowing that it was in my power at any time to 1 tt 
publiſh her.thame. By theſe means my life became a 
much more agreeable, and as 1 every day improved 4 [ 
in my knowledge of the town, I thouk off my awk- te 
ward air by degrees, and acquired the character ole b. 
a polite journeyman N be 
About this time, my friend Strap informed me pr 
of an offer he had to go abroad with a gentleman, ly 
in quality of valet de chambre, and at the lame th 
time aſſuring me, that whatever advantage be ft 
5 might propoſe to himielf from this profpett, bf 29 
1 could not bear the thoughts of parting irom me; 


lo much was he attached to my fortune, In ſplice 
ol 
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PpPorf ali the obligations I owed this poor honeſt fel- 
ut low, ingratitude is fo natural to the heart of man, 
gh AN thai began to be tired of his acquaintance ; and 
for nov, that J had contracted other friend ſhips which 
to pn appeared more creditable, | was even aſhamed 
al- to ſee a journeyman barber inquiring after me with 
2d the familiarity of a companion. I therefore, on pre- 
i '* tence of conſulting his welfare, inſiſted upon his 
i accepting the propoſal, which he at laſt determin- 
2 ed to embrace, with great reluctance, and in- a feu 
days took his leave of me, ſhedding a flood of tears, 
+ which I could not behold without emotion. I now 
began to look upon myſelf as a gentleman in rea- 
lity ; learned to dance of a Frenchman, whom I 
had cured of a faſhionable diſtemper; frequented 
plays during the holidays; became the oracle of an 
: 22 ale-houſe, where every diſpute was referred to my 
-# oeciſion ; and at length contracted an acquaintance 
with a young lady, who found means to make a 
i conqueſt of my heart, and upon whom [I prevail- 
ed, after much attendance and ſolicitatien, to give 
me a promiſe of marriage. As this beautiful crea- 
ture paſſed for a rich heireſs, I blefſed my good for- 
tune, and was actually on the point of crowning 
all my wiſhes by matrimony, when one morning 
I went io her lodgings, and her maid heing abroad, 
took the privilege of a bridegroom to enter her cham- 
ber, where, to my utter confuſion, I found her in 
bed with a man. Heaven gave me patience and 
preſence of mind enough to withdraw immediate- 
41y; and I thanked my ftars a thouſand times for 
the happy diſcovery, by which TI reſolved to pro- 
ge beg fit ſo much, as to abandon all thoughts of marr 
ct, beſ age for the future, | 
1 . 


me; 
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While I enjoyed myſelf at large in this temper of 
mind, Mr. Lavement let his firſt floor to my coun- 
tryman and acquaintance Squire Gawky, who by 
this time had got a lieutenancy in the army; and in 
leſs than a fortnight, on pretence of going to a play 
with my maſter Lavement's daughter, they drove 
away together to the Fleet, where they were cou- 
pled; thence moved to a bagnio, where the mar- 
riage was conſummated; and in the morning they 
came home, where they aſked her father's and mo- 
ther's bleſſing. The prudent parents, notwith- 
ſtanding the precipitation with which it was carried 
on, did not think fit to refuſe their approbation; 
for the apothecary was not ill pleaſed to find his 
daughter married to a young man of a good proſ- 
pect, who had not mentioned to him one ſyllable 
on the article of her dowry ; and his wife was re- 
| Joiced at being rid of a rival in her gallants,. and a 
ſpy upon her pleaſures. Nor was I without ſelt- 
enjoyment at this event, when I reflected upon the 
revenge I had unwittingly taken upon my enemy, | 
in making him a cuckold by anticipation. But 1 
little dreamed what a ſtorm of miſchief was Wan, 
againſt me, whilft I thus indulged myſelf. Gawky 
and his wife joined in a ſcheme io ruin my character, 


42 


and get me diſcharged, which was effected as follows. 
My maſter having ſeveral times miſſed large 
quantities of medicines, of which I could give no 
account, at laſt taxed me with having embezzled 7 
them. As I could only oppoſe my ſingle aſſevera- 
tion to his ſuſpicion, he told me one day, By gar, 
your vord not be give me de ſatisfaction, me find | 
neceſſaire to chercher for my medicine; pardonnez # 
moy, il faut chercher, me demand de clef of your 
coffre, He took the key, and mounted up to my 


chamber, 
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9 chamher, attended by the whole family; but what 


by was my horror and amazement, when opening my 
b cheſt, I ſaw them pull 0t an handful of the things 
jo -M that were miſſing, and heard him pronounce, Ah 


ha, vous etes bien venues ; mardie, Monſ. Rode- 
rique, you be fort innocent { I had not power to 
utter one word in my own vindication, but ſtood 


3 ſilent, while every body preſent made their reſpective 
ey remarks on what appeared againſt me. Finding it 


impoſſidle to vindicate my innocence, I left the houſe 

immediately, and went to couſult ſome acquain- 
'F tance I had acquired in my maſter's neighbour- 
hood; but my ſtory had taken air, through the othci- 
7 ouſneſs of the ſervants, and not one of my friends 


ſelf, by the iniquity of mankind, in a much more 
x deplorable condition than ever; for theugh I had 
been formerly as poor, my reputation was without 
#Z blemith, and my health unimpaired till now; but at 


my friends were alienated, my body infected by a 
M's diſtemper contracted in the courſe of an amour; 
and my faithful Strap, who only could yield me pity 
and aſſiſtance, abſent, I knew not where. 


ok that view hired an apartment in a garret near St. 
5 Giles's, at the rate of nine - pence per week. In 


oy this place I reſolved to perform my own cure, hav- 
ing firſt pawned three ſhirts to purchaſe medicines 
N and ſupport for the occaſion. | 
4 One day when l fat in this ſolitary retreat, muſ- 
g lng on the unhappineſs of my fate, I was alarm- 
= ed by a groan that iſſued from a chamber contigu- 
ny as to mine, into which I immediately ran, and 
er, 1 found 
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found a woman ſtretched on a miſerable truckle bed, 
without any viſible ſigns of life. Having applied 
a ſmelling bottle to her noſe, the blood began to re- 


viſit her cheeks, and ſhe opened her eyes; but 


good heaven! what were the motions of my foul, 
when I diſcovered her to be the ſame individual la- 
dy, who had triumphed over my heart, and to 
whoſe fate J had almoſt been inſeparably joined! 
Her deplorable ſituation filled my breaſt with com- 
paſſion, and every tender idea reviving in my ima- 
gination, ] flew into her embrace; ſhe knew me 
immediately, and ſtraining me gently in her arms, 
ſhed a torrent of tears, which | could not help en- 
creaſing” At length, caſting a languiſhing look at 
me, the pronounced with a feeble voice, Dear Mr. 
Random, I do not deſerve this concern at your 
hands. I am a vile creature, who had a baſe de- 
ſign upon your perſen ; ſuffer me to expiate that 
and all my other crimes by the miſerable death, 
which will not fail to overtake me in a few hours, 
I encouraged her as much as I could, told her I for- 
gave al} the injury ſhe had deſigned for me; and 
that although my circumſtances were extremely 
low, I would ſhare my laſt farthing withglgr. In 
the mean time, begged to know the immediate 
of that fit from which ſhe had juſt recovered, and 
] would endeavour by my ſkill to prevent any more 


ſuch attacks. She ſeemed very much affected with 


what I faid, took my hand and preſſed it to her 
lips, ſaying, You are too generous! I wiſh | could 
live to expreſs my gratitude, but alas! I periſh for 
want. Then ſhutting her eyes, relapſed into ano- 
ther ſwoon. Such extremity of diſtreſs muſt have 
awaked the moſt obdurate heart to ſympathy and 
eompaſſion ; What effect then muſt it have on 

| mine, 
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mine, who was naturally prone to every tender 
paſſion ? I ran down ſtairs, and ſent my landlady 
10 2 chymilt's ſhop for ſome cinnamon water, while 
] returning to this unfortunate creature's chamber, 
uſed ail the means in my power to bring her to her- 
ſelt, which, with much difficulty, I accompliſhed, 
and made her drink a glaſs of the cordial to re- 
cruit her ſpirits; then I prepared a little mulled 
red wine and a toaſt, which having taken, ſhe 
found herſelf thoroughly revived, and informed me, 
that ſhe had not taſted food for eight and forty 
hours before. As TI was impatient to know the oc- 
caſion and nature of her calamity, ſhe gave me to 
underfland that ſhe had been bred up under the 
wings of an indulgent parent, who gave her an ex- 
cellent education; that ſhe had been courted by a 
Young gentleman, and after leaving her mother's 
houſe, had been forced to become a woman of the 
town; that in the courſe of her adventures, ſhe 
found herſelf dangeroufly infected with a diſtemper 
io which all of her claſs are particularly ſubject ; 
that her malady gained ground every day, ſhe was 
become loathſome to herſelf as well as to every one 
<l(2igþen ſhe reſolved to retire to ſome corner, 
„ee might be cured with as little noiſe and 
 expegee as nofſible ; that ſhe had accordingly 
choſen this place of retreat, and put herſelf into 
RA hands of an advertiſing doctor, who having 
ttecced her of all the money ſhe had, or could pro- 
cute, left her three days ago in a worſe condition 
than that in which he found her ; that except the 
clothes on her back ſhe had pawned or ſold every 
thing that belonged to her, to fatisfy that rapaci- 
Ot! quack, and quiet the clamour of her landlady, 
wio 0 il prrfilied in her threats to turn her out in- 
3 to 
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to the ſtreet. After having moralized upon theſe 
particulars, I propoſed that the ſhould lodge in the 
ſame roem with me, which would ſa ve ſome money: 
and aſſured her I would myſelf undertake her cure 
as well as my own, during which ſhe ſhould par- 
take of all the conveniencies I could afford to my- 


ſelf. She embraced my offer with unfeigned ac- | 


knowledgment, and I began to put it in practice 
immediately. I found, to my great ſatisfaction, in 
her, not only an agreeable companion, whoſe con- 
verſation greatly alleviated my chagrin, but alſo a 
care ſul nurſe, who ſerved me with the utmoſt fide- 
lity and affection. F 

So much candour and good ſenſe appeared in this 
lady's account of herſelf, that I made no ſcruple of 
believing every ſyllable of what ſhe ſaid; and ex- 
preſſed my aſtoniſhment at the variety of miſeries 
- the had undergone in ſo little time; for all her 
misfortunes had happened within the compaſs of 
two years. I compared her ſituation with my own, 
and found it a thonſand times more wretched: [ 
had endured hardihips, lis true; but then, they 
were become habitual to me, and conſequently, I 
could bear them with leſs difficulty. On the o- 


ther hand, ſhe had known and reliſhed the ſweets 


of proſperity, and without any extravagance of 
hope, entertained herſelf with the view of uninter- 
rupted bappineſs through the whole ſcene of life. 
How fatal then, how tormenting, how intolerable 
muſt her reverſe of fortune be! a reverſe, that not 
only robs her of theſe external comforts, aud plunges 
her into all the miſeries of want, but allo mur- 
ders her peace of mind, and entails upon her the 
curſe of eternal infamy ! Of all profeſſions J pro- 


nounced that of a courtezan the molt deplorable. 
| | She 
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She allowed my obſervation to be juſt in the main, 
but at the ſame time, affirmed, that notwithſtand- 
ing the diſgraces that had fallen to her ſhare, ſhe 
had not been fo unlucky in the condition of a proſ- 
titute as many others of the ſame community. I 


have olten ſeen (ſaid ſhe) while I ſtrolled about the 
| ſtreets at midnight, a number of naked wretches 


reduced to rags and filth, huddled together like 
ſwine, in the corner of a dark alley; ſome of whom, 
but eighteen months before, | had knows the fa- 
vourites of the town, rolling in affluence, and glit- 
tering id all the pomp of equipage and dreſs. And 
indeed the gradation is eaſily conceived ; the moſt 
faſhionable woman of the town is as liable to con- 
tagion, as one in a much humbler ſphere ; ſhe in- 
fects her admirers, her ſituation is public, ſhe is 
avoided, neglected, unable to ſupport her uſual ap- 
pearance, which, however, ſhe ſtrives to maintain as 
long as poſlible ; her credit fails, ſhe is obliged to 


retrench and become a night-walker, her malady 


gains ground, ſhe tampers with her conſtitution, 
and ruins it; her complexion fades, the grows nau- 
ſeous to every body, finds herſelf reduced to a ſtarv- 
ing condition, is tempted to pick pockets, is de- 
tected, committed to Newgate, where ſhe remains 
in a miſerable condition, till ſhe is diſcharged, he- 
cauſe the plaintiff appears not to proſecute her. No- 
body will afford her lodging ; the ſymptoms of her 
diſtemper are grown outrageous; the ſues to he ad- 
mitted into an hoſpital, where ſhe is cured at the 
expence of her noſe ; ſhe is turned out naked into 
the ſtreets, depends upon the addreſſes of the low- 
eſt of wankind, is fain to allay the rage of hunger 
and cold with fpirituous.liquors, degenerates into 
a ſtage of brutal inſenſibility, rots, aud dies upon a 

TR 5 dusghill. 
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dunghill. Miſerable wretch that I am! perhaps 
the ſame horrors are decreed for me ! No, (cried 
the, after ſome pauſe) I ſhall never live to ſuch ex- 
tremity of diſtreſs! mine own hand ſhall open a way 
for my deliverance, before I arrive at that forlorn 
period! Her condition filled me with ſympathy and 


compaſſion; I revered her qualifications, looked 


upon her as unfortunate, not criminal ; and attend- 


ed her with ſuch care and ſucceſs, that in leſs than 


two months, her health, as well as my own, was 
perfectly re-eſtabliſhed. As we often conferred up- 
on our mutual affairs, and interchanged advice, a 
thouſand different projects were formed, which up- 
on further canvaſſing, appeared impracticable. We 
would have giadly gone to ſervice ; but who wouid 
take us in without recommendation ? At length an 
expedient occurred to her, of which ſhe intended 
to lay hold; and this was, to procure with the firſt 
money ſhe ſhould earn, the homely garh of à coun- 
try wench, go to ſome village at a good diftance 
from town, and come up in a waggon, as a freſh 
girl for ſervice ; by which means ſhe might be pro- 
vided for in a manner much more ſuitable to her 
inclination than her preſent way of life. | 
I applauded the reſolution of Miſs Williams; but 
as for my own part I faw no reſource but the ar- 


my or navy, between which I heſitated ſo long, 


that I found myſelf reduced to a ſtarving condition. 
My ſpirit began to accommodate itſelf to iny beggar- 
ly fate, and I became ſo mean, as to go down to- 


wards Wapping, with an intention to inquire for 


an old-ſchool-tellow of mine, who (I underſte vd) 
had got the command of a ſmall coaſting veſſel, 
then in the river, and implore his aſſiſtance. But 
my deſtiny prevented this abject piece of behavi- 
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our; for as croſſed Tower-wharf, a ſquat tawney 
ſellow, with a hanger by his ſide, and a cudgel in 
his hand, came pp to me, calling, Yo ho! brother, 
you muſt come along with me. As 1 did not like 
his appearance, -inſtead of anſwering his ſalutation, 


I quickened my pace, in hopes of ridding myſelf of 


his company; Which he perceiving, whiltled aloud, 
and immediately another ſailor appeared before me, 
who laid hold of me by the collar, and began to 
drag me along. Not being of a humour to reliſſi 
ſuch treatment, I diſengaged myſelf of the aſſailant, 
and with one blow of my cudgel, laid him moti- 
onleſs on the ground; and perceiving myſelf ſur- 


ronnded in a trice, by ten or a dozen more, exert- 


ed myſelf wth ſuch dexterity and ſucceſs, that 
ſome of my opponents were fainto attack me with 
drawn cutlaſſes; and after an obſtinate engagement, 
in which I received a large wound on the head, and 
another on my left cheek, I was difarmed, taken 
priſoner, and carried on board a preſſing tender; 
where, after being pinioned like a malefactor, I 
was thruſt down into the hold, among a parcel of 
miſerable wretches, the ſight of whom well nigh 
diſtracted me. As the commanding officer had not 
humanity enough to order my wounds to be dreſ- 


fed, and I could not uſe my own hands, I defired 


one of my fellow captives' who was unfettered, to 
take a handkerchief out of my pocket, and tie it 
round my head to ſtop the bleeding. He pulled - 
out my handkerchief, ('tis true) but inſtead of ap- 
plying it to the uſe for which I deſigned it, went to 
the grating of the hatchway, and with aſtoniſhing 
compeſure, fold it before my face for a quart of 
2in, with which he treated his companions. In the 
mean time, loſs of blood, vexation, and want of 

tood, 


—— 
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food, contributed, with the noiſome ſtench of the 
place, to throw me into a ſwoon ; out of which [ 
was recovered by a tweak of the noſe, adminiſter- 
ed by the tar who ſtood ſentinel over us, who at 
the ſame time regaled me with a draft of flip, and 
comforted me with the hopes of being put on board 
of the Thunder next day, where I ſhould be freed 
from handcuffs, and cured of my wounds by the 
doctor. I no ſooner heard him name the Thunder, 
than I aſked if he had belonged to the ſhip long; 
and he giving me to underſtand, he had belonged 
to her five years, I inquired if he knew lieutenant 
Bowling? Know lieutenant Bowling, cried he, 
(whoſe name I afterwards found was Jack Rattlin) 
odds my life! that I do; and a good ſeaman he 
1s, as ever ſtept upon forecaſtle, and a brave fellow 
as ever crack't biſket ; none of your Guinea-pigs, 

nor your freſh. water, wiſhy waſhy fair-weather 
fowls. Many a taught pale of wind has honeſt 
Tom Bowling and I weathered together. Here's 
his health with all my heart, whether he is a-loſt 
or a-low, in heaven or in hell, all's one for that, he 
needs not be aſhamed to ſhew himſelf. I was fo 
much affected with this eulogium, that I could not 
refrain from telling him I was lieutenant Bowling's 
kinſman ; at which he expreſſed an inclination to 
ferve me, and when he was relieved, brought ſome 
cold boiled beef in a platter, and biſcuit, on which 
we ſupped plentifully, and afterwards drank ano- 
ther can of flip together. | 

The next day I was, with the ether preſſed men, 
put on board the Thunder, lying at the Note. When 
we came along ſide, the mate who guarded us thi- 
ther, ordered my hand- cuffs to be taken off, that 
I might get on board the eaſier; which being 19 

ceive 
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ceived by ſome of the company who ſtood upon the 
gangboards to ſee us (oer, one of them called to 
Jack Rattlin, who was buſied in doing this kind of- 
fice for me; Hey, Jack, what Newgate galley 
have you boarded in the river as you came along ? 
Have we not thieves enough among us already ? 
Another obſerving. my wounds, which ſtill remain- 
ed expoſed to the air, told me my ſeams were un- 
caulked, and that I muſt be new payed, A third, 
ſeeing my hair clotted together with blood, as it 
were, into diſtin cords, took notice that my bows 
were manned with red ropes inſtead of my fide. 
A fourth aſked me if I could not keep my yards 
ſquare without iron braces? and in ſhort, a thou- 
ſand witticiſms of the ſame nature were paſſed up- 
on me, before I could get up the ſhip's fide, AF- 
ter we had been all entered upon the books, I in- 
quired of one of my ſhip mates where the ſurgeon 
was, that J might have my wounds dreſſed, and 
had actually got as far as the middle deck (for our 
ſhip carried eighty guns) in my way to the cock pit, 
when J was met by the midſhipman.” He ſeeing 
me free from my chains, aſked with an infolent air. 
who had releaſed me? To this I fooliſhly anſwered 
with a counterance that too plainly declared the 
ſtate of my thoughts, Whoever did it, I am per- 
ſnaded did not conſult you in che affair. I had no 
ſooner uttered theſe words than he cried, D—n you, 
you ſaucy fon of a b—h, I'll teach you to talk ſo 
to your officer, So ſaying, he beſtowed on me ſe- 
verai ſevere ſtripes, with a ſupple Jack he had in 
his hard; and going to the commanding officer, 
21ide ſuch a report of me, that I was immediately 
pit in irons by the maſter at arms, and a ſentinel 
placed ovef me. Honeſt Rattlin, as ſoon as he 
heard 
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heard of my condition, came to me, and admini]- 
tered all the conſolation he could, and then went 
to the ſurgeon in my behalf, who ſent one of his 
mates to dreſs my wounds. This mate Was no 
other than my old friend Thomſon, with whom! 
became acquainted at the Navy- office, as beſore 
mentioned. If I knew him at firſt fight, it was not 
ſo eaſy for him to recognize me, disfigured with 
blood and dirt, and altered by the miſery I had un- 
dergone. Unknown as I was to him, he ſurveyed 
me with looks of compaſſion, and handled my 
fores with great tenderneſs. When he had appli— 
ed what he thought proper, and was about to leave 
me, I aſked him if my misfortunes had diſguiſed 
me fo much, that he could not recolie my face? 
Upon this he obſerved me with great earneſtneſs 
for ſome time, and at length proteſted he could 
not recolle& one feature of my countenance, To 
keep him no longer in ſuſpence, I told him my 
name; which, when he heard, he embraced me 
with affection, and profeſſed his forrow in ſeeing 
me in ſuch a diſagreeabie ſituation. I made him 
acquainted with my ſtory, and when he heard how 
inhumanly I had been uſed, he left me abruptly, 
_ aſſuring me he would fee me again ſocr. I had 
ſcarce time to wonder at his ſudden departure, 
when the maſter at arms came to the place of my 
confinement, and bid me follow him to the quater- 
deck, where I was <xainined by the firlt licutenant, 
who commanded the ſhip in the 2bicnce of the cap- 
tain, touching the treatment I had received trom 
the midſhipman, who was preſent to confront me, 
I was ſoon diſcharged from confinement to make 
way for him, who was delivered te the matter at 
arins to take his turn in the Bilboes, And this was 
not 
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not the only ſatisfaction J enjoyed, for I was, at the 


requeſt of the ſurgeon, exempted from all other du- 


ty, than that of aſſiſting his mates in making and 


adminiftering medicines to the ſicx. This good 
office I owed to the friendſhip of Mr. Thomſon, 
who had repreſented me in ſuch a favourable light 
to the ſurgeon, that he demanded me of the lieu- 
tenant, to ſupply the place of his third mate who 
was lately dead, 

Mr. Thomſon ſoon after ſhewed me the various 
parts of the ſhip, and treated me with ſome cold 
ſalt pork and excellent flip; but while we were diſ- 


courſing, we heard a voice pronounce with great 


vehemence, in a ſtrangedialeQ, The tevil and his 
tamn blow me from the top of Mounchdenny, if I 
go to him before there is ſomething in my pelly ; 
let his noſe be as yellow as a faffron, or as plue as 
a pell (look you) or as green as a-leek, *tis all one. 
To this ſomebady anſwered, So it ſeems my poor 
meſs-mate muſt part his cable for want of a little 
aſſiſtance. His foretop-ſail is looſe already; and 
beſides, the doctor ordered you to overhaul him; 
but I fee you don't mind what your maſter ſays. 
Here he was interrupted with Splutter and vons, 
you louſy tog, who do you call my maſter ? get 
you gone to the toctor, and tell him my birth, and 
my education, and my abilities; and moreover, my 


behaviour is as coot as his. Cot pleſs my ſoul! 


toes he think, or conceive, or imagine, that I am 
a horfe, or an aſs, or a goat, to trudge packwards 


and forwards, and upwards and downwards, and 


by fea and by land, at his will and pleaſures ? Here 
Mr. Thomſon let me know that the perſon we 
heard was Mr, Morgan, the firſt nate, who was juſt 
come on board from the hoſpital, whete _— 

| een 
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been with fick people. At the ſame time, I faw 
bim come into the birth. He was a ſhort thick 
man, with a face garniſhed with pimples, a ſnub 
noſe turned up at the end, an exceſſive wide mouth, 
and little fiery eyes, ſurrounded. with ſkin, puck- 
ered up in innumerable wrinkles. My friend imme» 
diately made him acquainted with my cafe, when 
he regarded me with a very lofty look, but with- 
out ſpeaking, ſet down a bundle he had in his 
hand, and approached the cupboard, which when 
ye had opened, he exclaimed in a great paſſion, 
ot is my life! all the pork is gone, as I ama 
chriſtian! Thomſon then gave him to underſtand, 
that as I had been brought on board half famiſhed, 
be could do no leſs than entertain me with what 
Was in the locker; and the rather, as he had bid 
the ſteward enter me in the meſs. Whether this 
diſappointment made Mr. Morgan more peeviſh 
than uſual, or he really thought himſelf too little 
regarded by his fellow mate, I know not, but af- 
ter ſome pauſe, he went on in this manner—Mr. 
Thomſon, perhaps you do not uſe me with all the 
good manners and complailance, and reſpect (look 
vou] that pecomes you, pecauſe you have not 
vouchſafed to adviſe with me in this affair. I have, 
ia my time (loek you) been a man of ſome weight, 
and ſubſtance, and conſideration, and have kept 
= houſe and home, and paid ſcot and lot, and the 
= king's taxes; ay, and maintained a family to poot. 
And moreover, alſo, I am your ſenior, and your 
Ji elder, and your petter, Mr. Thomſon. My elder 
I'll allow you to be, but not my better (cried 
' PFhomſon, with ſome heat.) Cot is my ſaviour, 
aad witneſs too (ſaid Morgan, with great vehe- 
mence) that Iam more elder, and therefore more 
| | | # | petter 
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petter by many years than you. Fearing this dif- 
pute might be attended with ſome bad conſequence, 
I interpoſed, and told Mr. Morgan, I was very for- 


FF 
ry for having been the occaſion of any difference 


between him and the ſecond mate; and that rather 


5 than cauſe the leaſt breach in their good under- 


ſtanding, I would eat my allowance by myſelf, or 
ſeek admiſſion into ſome other company. But 


Thomſon with more fpirit than diſcretion- (as I 


thought) inſiſted upon my remaining where he kad 


= appointed me; and obſerved that no man poſſeſſed 


of generoſity and compaſſion, would have any ob- 
jection to it, conſidering my birth and talents, and 
the misfortune I had of late ſo unjuſtly undergone. 
This was touching Mr. Morgan on the right key. 
who proteſted with great earneſtneſs, that he had 
no objection to my being received in the meſs; but 
only complained, that the ceremony of aſking his 
conſent was not obſerved. As for a ſhentleman in 
diftreſs (faid he, ſhaking me by the hand) I lofe 
him as I loſe my own powels; for, Cot help me! 
I have had vexations enough upon my own pack.— 
And as I afterwards learned, in fo ſaying he ſpoke 
no more than what was true; for he had been 
once ſettled in a very good ſituation in Glamor- 
ganſhire, and was ruined by being ſecurity for an 
acquaintance.' All differences being compoſed, he 
united his bundle, which conſiſted of three bunches 
of onions, and a great lump of Cheſhire cheeſe, 
wrapt up in a handkerchief; and taking ſome hiſ- 
cuit from the cupboard, fell to with a keen appe- 
tite, 1n41t!ng as to a ſhare of the repaſt, When 
he had ſed. heartily on this homely fare, he filled a 
large cup made of cocoa-nut-ſhell, with brandy, 
and drinking it off, told us, Prandy was the beſt 
1 ER | menſtruum 
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menſtruum for onion and ſheeſe. His hunger be- 


gin appeaſed, he began to ſhew a great deal of good 
humour; and being inquiſitive about my birth, no 
ſodner underitood that I was defcended of a good 
family, than he diſcovered a particular good will 


to me on that account, deduced his own pedigree 
in a direct line from the famous Caractacus, king 
of the Britons, who was firſt the priſoner and after- 
wards the friend of Claudius Cæſar. Perceiving 
how much I was reduced in point of linen, he made 
me a preſent of two good ruffled ſhirts, which with 
two of check Mr. Thomſon gave me, enabled 
me to appear with deeency. Mean while the ſailor, 
whom Mr. Morgan had ſent to the doctor, brought 
a preſcription for his meſs-mate, which, when Mr. 
Welſhman had read, he got up to prepare it; and 
aſked if the man was tead or alive. Dead! (replied 
Jack) if he was dead he would have no occaſion for 


doctor's ſtuff. No, thank God, death has not as 


yet boarded him, but they have been yard arm and 
yard arm theſe three glaſſes. Are his eyes open ? 


(continued. the mate) His ſtarboard eye (ſaid the 
_ failor) is open, but faſt jammed in his head; and 


the haulyards of his under jaw are giving way. 
Paſhon of my heart! (cried Morgan) the man js as 
pad as one would deſire in a ſummer's day ! Did 
you feel his pulſes ? To this the other replied with 
Anan. Upon which this Cambro Britain, with great 
earneſtneſs and humanity, ordered the tar to run to 
his meſs mate and keep him alive till he ſhould 
come with the medicine, and then (faiche) you ſhall 
peradventure pehold what you tha!l fee. The 


poor fellow with great ſimplicity ran to the place 
' Where the lick man lay, but in leſs than a minute 
returned with a woful countenance, and told us his 


comrade 
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claimed, Mercy upon my ſalvation ! why did you 


well, {laid he) we all owe heaven a teath. Go 


birth. 
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when he underſtood | was nephew to lieutenant 
Bowling, for whom he expreſſed a particular regard. 


lating the favours I had received a his hands. 
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comrade had ſtruck. Morgan hearing this, ex- 


not ſtop him till I came? Stop him (ſaid the other) 
J hailed him ſeveral times, but he was too far on 
his way, 2nd the enemy had got poſſeſſion of his 
lol. quarters; ſo that he did not mind me. Well, 


your ways, you ragamuffin, and take an example, 
and 4 warning, look you, and repent of your miſ- 
teets, So {aying, he puſhed the feaman out of the 


While I was bufied with my friend in prac- 
tice, the doctor chanced to paſs by the place where 
we were, and ſtopping to obſerve me, appeared ve- 
ry well fatisfhed with my niethod ot application; 
and afterwards fent for me to his cabin, where, 
having examined me touching my {kill in ſurgery, 
and the particulars of my fortune, intereſted him- 
ſelf fo far in my hehalf, as to procure a warrant for 
me, ſeeing I had been already found qualified at 
ſurgeon's hall, for the ſtation I now filled on 
board ; and this he the more cordially engaged in, 


While I lived tolerably eaſy, in expectation of 


preferment, I was not altogether without mortifi- 


cations, which I not only ſuffered from the rude 
inſults of the ſailors, and petiy officers, among 
whom J was known by the name of Loblolly Boy; 
but alſo from the diſpoſition of Morgan, Who, 
though friendly in the main, was often very trou- 
bleſome with his pride, which expected a good deal 
of ſubmiſſion from me, and delighted in recapitu- 


Mean 
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the deck, at the expence of a broken leg. Morgan 
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Mean while we weighed anchor, arrived at the 


Downs, and took the benefit of the firſt eaſterly 1 
wind to go round to Spithead; where having re- 
ceived on board proviſions for fix months, we ſail- 


ed from St Helens, in the grand fleet bound for the 


Weſt-Indies, on the ever memorable expedition of 


Carthagena. | | 
It was not without great mortification I ſaw 
niyſelf on the point of being tranſported to ſuch a 


diſtant and unhealthy climate, deſtitute of every 1 
convenience that could render ſuch a voyage ſup- i 


portable; and under the dominion of an arbitrary 
tyrant, whoſe command was almoſt intolerable. 
However, as theſe complaints were common to a 
great many on board, I reſolved to ſubmit patient- 
ly to my fate, and contrive to make myſelf as eaſy 
as the nature of the cafe Would allow. We gat out 
of the channel with a proſperous breeze, which 
died away, leaving us becalnied about fifty leagues Mi 


to the weſtward of the Lizard: But this ſtate of 


inaction did not laſt long; for next night our main- 
top- ſail was ſplit by the wind, which in the morn- 
ing encreaſed to a hurricane. I was awakened by a 
moſt terrible din, occaſioned by the play of the gun 
carriages upon the decks aboye, the creeking of 
the cabins, the howling of tue wind through the 
throuds, the confuſed noiſe of the ſhip's crew, the 
Pipes of the boatſwain and his mates, the trumpets 
of the lieutenants, and the clanking of the chain 
pumps. While I confidered this ſcene with equal 


terror and aſtoniſhment, one of the main braces 


broke, by the ſhock whereof two ſailors were flung 
from the yard's arm into the ſea, where they pe- 
riſhed, and poor Jack Rattlin thrown down upon 


ang 
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and I ran immediately to his aſſiſtance, and found 
2 ſplinter of the ſhin-bone thruſt by the violence of 
the fall through the ſkin. As this was a caſe of too 
great conſequence to be treated without the autho- 
rity of the doctor, I went down to his cabin, to 
inform him of the accident, as well as to bring up 
dreſſings, which we always kept ready prepared. 


He examined the fracture and the wound, and con- 


cluded from a livid colour extending itſelf upon 
the limb, that a mortification would enſue, reſolv- 
ed to amputate the leg immediately. This was a 
dreadtul ſentence to the patient, who recruiting 
himſelf with a quid of tobacco, pronounced, with a 
woful countenance, What ! is there no remedy, 
doctor? muſt I be dock'd ? can't you ſplice it? 
Aſſuredly, doctor Macſhane (ſaid the. firſt mate) 
with ſubmiſſion and deference, and veneration to 
your ſuperior abilities, and opportunities, and ſta- 
tions, (look you) I do apprehend and conjecture, 
and aver, that there is no occaſion nor neceſſity to 
{mite off this poor man's leg. God Almighty bleſs 
you, dear Welſhman ! (cried Rattlin) may you 
have fair wind and weather whereſoever you're 
bound, a:d come to an anchor in the road of hea- 
ven at laſt. Mackſhane, very much 1acenſed at 
his mate's differing in opinion from him ſo open- 
ly, anſwered, that he was not bound io give an 
account of his practice to him; and in a peremp- 


tory tone, ordered him to apply the taurniquet. At 


the fight of which, Jack ſtarting up, cried, Avaſt 
_ avaſt] dn my heart, if you clap your nippers to 
me, till I know wheretore. Mr. Random, won't you 
lend a hand towards ſaving of my precious limb? 
Odd's heart, if lieutenant Bowling was here, he 


would not ſuffer Jack Ratilin's leg to be ehre 
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off like a piece of old junk. This pathetic addreſs | 


to me, joined to my inclination to ſerve my honeſt 
friend, and the reaſons I had to believe there was 
ns danger in delaying the amputation, induced me 
to declare myſelf of the firſt mate's opinion, and 
affirm that the preternatural colour of the (kin, was 
owing to an inflammation occaſioned by a contuſi- 
on, and common in all ſuch caſes, without any in- 
dication of an approaching gangrene, Morgan, 
who had a great opinion of my fkill, manifeſtly ex- 


ulted in my fellowſhip, and aſked Thomſon's ſen- 
i timents of the matter, in hopes of ſtrengthening + 


our aſſociation with him too; but he being of a 
meek diſpoſition, and either dreading the enmity of 
the ſurgeon, or ſpeaking the diQtates of his own 
judgment in a modeſt manner, eſpouſed the epi- 
nion of Macſhane, who by this time, having con- 
ſulted with himſelf, determined to act in ſuch a 
manner, as to ſcreen himſelf from cenſure; and 
at the ſame time revenge himſelf on us for our 
"arrogance in contradicting him. With this view 
he demanded to know if we would undertake to 


| f : es 
cure the leg at our peril ; that is, be anſwerable for 


the confequence. To this Morganrept..-1, that the 


lives of his creatures are in the handgof Cot alone, 


and it would be great preſumption in him to under- 
take for an event that was in the power of his 


Maker, no more than the doctor could promiſe to 


cure all the ſick to whom he adminiſtered his aſſiſt- 
ance ; but if the patient would put himſelf under 
our direction, we ſhould do our endeavour to bring 
his diſtemper to a favourable iſſue, to which, at 
_ preſent, we ſaw no obſtrution. I ſignified my 


concurrence, and Rattlin was ſo overjoyed, that 


ſhaking us both by the hands, he ſwore no body 


» elſe 
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elſe thould touch him; and if he died, his blood 
ſhould be upon his own head. Mr. Macſhane, 
flattering himſelf with the proſpect of our miſcarrt- 
age, went away, and left us to manage it as we 
ſhould think proper : Accordingly having ſawed 
off part of the folinter that ſtuck through the ſkin, 
we reduced the fracture, dreſſed the wound, apph- 
ed the eighteen-tailed bandage, and put the leg in 


a box, ſecundum artem. Every thing ſucceeded ac- 


cording to our with, and we had the ſatisfaction of 
not only preſerving the poor fellow's leg, but like- 
wiſe of rendering the doctor contemptible among 
the ſhip's company, who had all their eyes upon 
us during the courſe of the cure, which was com- 
pleted in fix weeks. | 1 

In the mean time the ſtorm ſubſided into a briſk 
gale, that᷑ carried us into the warm latitudes, where 


the weather became intolerable, and the crew 


1 very ſickly. The doctor left nothing unattempted 


towards the completion of his vengeance againſt 
the Welſhman and me. He went among the ſick, 
under pretence of inquiring into their grievances, 
with a view of picking up complaints to our preju- 
dice; but finding himſelf fruſtrated in chat expecta- 
tion, by the good will we had procured from the 
patients by our diligence and humanity, he took the 
reſolution of liſtening to our converſation, by. hid- 
ing himſelf behind the canvas that ſurrounded our 


birth; here too he was detected by the boy of our 


meſs, who acquainted us with this piece of beha- 
viour ; and one night, while we were picking a 
large bone of ſalt beef, Morgan diſcerned ſomething 
ſtir agajoſt our hangings, which immediately inter- 
preting to be the doctor, he tipt me the wink, and 
pointed to the place, 9 could evidently per- 
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ceive ſomebody ſtanding ; upon which I ſnatched | 
up the bene, and levelled it with. all my force at | 
him, ſaying, Whoever you are, take that for your 


_ Curioſity. It ha] the deſired effect, for we heard 
the liſtener tumble down, and afterwards crawl to 


his own cabin. I applauded myſelf much for this | 


| l 


fear, which turned out one of the moſt unlucky 


exploits of my life, Mackſhane from that night | 


marking me out for deſtruction. About a week oF 


after, as | was going my rounds among the ſick, 1 
was taken priſoner, and carried to the poop by the 


reaſter at arms, where J was loaded with irons, and i 


ſtapled to the deck, on pretence that I was a ſpy on | 


board, and had conſpired againſt the captain's life. 


How ridiculous ſoever this imputation was, I did 
not fail to ſuffer by it all the rigour thas could be 
thewn to the worſt of criminals, being expoſed in 


5 this miſerahle condition to the ſcorching heat of the | 
* ſun by day, and the unwholſome damps by night, | 


during the ſpace of twelve days, in which time 1 
was neither brought to trial, nor examined touch- 
10g the probability of the charge. I had no ſooner 


recovered the uſe of my reflection, which had been 


quite overthrown by this accident, than I ſent for 

Thomſon, who, after condoling with me on the 
occaſion, hinted to me, that I owed this misfortune | 
to the hatred of the doctor, who had given in an | 


' information againſt me to the captain, in conſe- 


quence of which I was arreſted, and all my papers 


ſeized. While I was curſing my capricious fate, I | 


ſaw Morgan aſcend the poop, guarded by two corpo- 


rals, who made him fit down by me, that he might 
be pinoned in the ſame machine. Notwithſtanding 


my ſituation, I could ſcarcely refrain from laughing 
at the countenance of my fellow priſoner, who, 
. without 


My 
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without ſpeaking one word, allowed, his feet ta be 
encloſed in the rings provided for that purpoſe; 
but when they prepared to faſten him on his back, 
he grew outrageous, and drawing a large cuteau 
from his fide pocket, threatened to rip up the belly 
of the firſt man who ſhould approach him, in order 
to treat him in ſuch an unworthy mapner. They 
were preparing to uſe him very roughly, when the 
'Z lieutenant on the quarter deck, called up to them 
to let him remain as he was. He then crept towards 
me, and taking me by the hand, bid me put my 
truſt in Cot. And looking at Thomſon, who fat by 
us trembling, with a pale viſage, told him, there 
were too more rings for his feet,. and he ſhou'd be 
glad to find him in ſuch good company. But it 
was not the intention of our adverſary to include 
the ſecond mate in our fate: Him he expected to 
be his drudge in attending the ſick, and if poſſible, 
his evidence againſt us: With this view he ſound- 
ed him afar off, but finding his integrity incorfup- 
tible he harraſſed him fo much, out'of ſpite, that 
in a ſhott time this mild creature grew weary of his 
life; and the very next morning, when the hour of 
viſitation came round, this. unhappy young man 
was miſſing, and after ſtrict ſearch, ſuppoſed to 
have gone overboard in the night; which was cer- 
tainly the caſe. 4 


the occaſion of it. This abandoned miſcreant did ⸗ 


* 
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not diſcover the leaft ſymptom of concero for Thom- 
ſon's death, although he muſt be conſcious to him- | 
elf, of having driven him by ill uſage to that fatal 


reſolution ; but he defired the captain to ſet Mor- 


gan and me at liberty to look after the pati- 
ents. But J could not perſuade the Welſhman to 
accept of this indulgence, he perſiſting in his ob- 
ſtinacy to remain in irons until he ſhould be diſ- 


charged by a court martial, which he believed 
would alſo do him juſtice on bis enemies. At length 
] repreſented to him the precarious iſſue of a trial, 
the power and intereſt of his adverſaries, and flat- 
tered his revenge with the hope of wreaking his re- 
ſentment with his own hands upon Mackſhane af- 
ter our return to England. This laſt argument had 
more weight with him than all the reſt, and pre- 
vailed upen him to repair with me to the cock-pit, 
which I no ſooner entered, than the idea of my de- 
parted friend preſented itſelf to my remembrance, 
and filled my eyes with tears. . 
The keys of our cheſts and lockers being ſent to 
us by the doctor, we detained the meſſenger until 
we had examined the contents; and my fellow- 
mate finding all his Cheſhire cheeſe conſumed to a 
cruſt, his brandy exhauſted; and his onions gone, 
was ſeized with a fit of cholor, which he difcharg- 
ed on Mackſhane's man in oaths and execrations, 
threatening to proſecute him as a thief. The fel- 
low ſwore 1n his turn that he never had the keys in 
his poſſeſſion till that time, when he received them 
from his maſter, with orders to deliver them to 
us. As Cot is my judge (cried Morgan) and my 
ſalvation, and my witneſs, whoſoever has pilfered 
my proviſion is a louſy, peggarly, raſcally knave ! 
and by the ſoul of my grand fire! I will impeach, 


| and 


— 


_ 


and accuſe, and indict him of roppery, if I did but 


know who he is. Had this happened at ſea, where 
we could not repair the loſs, in all probability 


this deſcendant of Cadwallader would have loſt his 
wits entirely: but when I obſerved, how eaſy it 
would be to make up for this paltry misfortune, 


he became more calm, and reconciled himſelf ro 


"ol 


the occaſion. | 
Our fleet having joined anotker that waited for 
us, lay at anchor about a month in the harbour of 
Port-Royal in jamaica ; at length we ſet ſail, and ar- 
rived in a bay to the windward of Carthzgena, 
where we came to an anchor, and lay at our eaſe 
ten days longer. At laſt, however, we weighed 
and anchored again ſomewhat nearer the harbour's 
mouth, where we made ſhift to land our marines, 
who encamped on the beach in deſpite of the ene- - 

my's ſhot, which knocked a good many of them on 
the head. Po Sf 2 
We then ſet about erecting a faſcine battery to 
cannonade the principal fort of the enemy, and in 
ſomething more than three weeks, it was ready to 
open. That we might do the Spaniards as much 
honour as poſſible, it was determined, in a council 
of war, that five of our largeſt hips ſhould attack 
the fort on one fide, while the battery plyed it on 
the other, ſtrenghtened with two mortars, and 

twenty four cohorns. | ES bg 

_ Accordingly, the ſignal for our ſhip to engage, 
among others, was hoiſted, we being advertiſed 
the night before, to make every thing clear ter 
that purpoſe: and in ſo_doing, a difference hap- 
pened between captain Oakhum and his well belov- 
ed couſin and counſeller Mackſhane, which had 
well nigh terminated in an open rupture, The 
D3 = doctor, 
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doQor, who had imagined there was no more dan- 


ger of being hurt by the enemy's ſhot in the cook- | 


pit than in the centre of the earth, was lately in- 


formed that a ſurgeon's mate had been killed in 
that place, by a cannon ball from two ſmall forts | 
that were deſtroyed before the diſembarkation of 
our ſoldiers z and therefore inſiſted upon having a 
platform raiſed for the convenience of the ſick and } 


wounded in the after hold, where he deemed him- | 


Food 


ſelf more ſecure than on the deck abeve. The | 


 @aptain, offended at this extraordinary propoſal, ac- 
suſed him of puſillanimity, and told him there was 


no roam in the hold for ſuch an occafien ; or if | 
there was, he could not expect to be indulged more | 
than the reſt of the ſurgeons of the navy, who uſ- | 
ed the cockpit for that purpoſe : Fear rendering 
Mackſhane obſtinate, he perſiſted in his demand, 


and ſhewed his inſtruQtions, by which it was au- i 
thorized: The captain ſwore theſe inflruttions 


were dictated by a parcel of lazy poltroons who | 
were never at ſea ; but was obliged to comply, and 
ſent for the carpenter to give him orders about it: 
But before any ſuch meaſure could be taken, our 
ſignal was thrown out, and the doctor compelled to 
truſt his carcaſe in the cockpit, where Morgan and 


1 were buly in putting our inſtruments and dreſlings | 


in order. 


Our ſhip, with the others deſtined for this ſer- | 


vice, immediately weighed, and in lefs than half | 


an hour came to an anchor before the caſtle of Boc- | 

ca Chica, with a ſpring upon our cable. The 

cannonading (which indeed was terrible!) began. 

'The furgeon, after having croſſed himſelf, fell flat 

on the deck; and the chaplain and purſer, who 

were ſtagioned with us, in quality of afliſtants, er 
| lowe 


* 
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lowed his example, while the Welſhman and I fat 
upon a Cheſt looking at one another with great diſ- 
compoſure, ſcarce able to refrain from the like 
proftration. 3s; SY Wee. 
Having cannonaded the fort, during the ſpace 
of four hours, we were all ordered to.ſlip our ta- 
bles, and ſheer off; but next day the engagement 
was renewed, and continuedefrom the morning till 
the afternoon, When the enemy's fire from Bocca 
Chica ſlackened, and towards evening was quite 
ſilenced. A breach being made on the other ſide 
by our land battery, large enough to admit a mid- 
dle ſized baboon, provided he could find means to 
climb up to it, our general propoſed to give the 
aſſault that very night, and actually ordered a de- 
tachment on that duty: Providence ſtood our friend 
upon this occaſion, and put it into the hearts of the 
Spaniards to abandon the fort, which might have 
been maintained by reſolute men to the day of 
judgment, againſt all the force we could exert in 
the attack. The taking of which made us maſters 
of the outward harbour, and occaſioned great joy a- 
mong us; but of all the conſequences of the victory, N 
none was more grateful than plenty of freſh water, 
after we had languiſhed five weeks on the allowance 
of a purſer's quart per diem for each man, in the 
Torrid Zone, where the ſun was vertical, and the 
expence of bodily fluid. ſo great, that a gallon. of 
liquor could ſcarce ſupply the waſte of twenty-four 
hours; eſpecially as our proviſions conſiſted of pu- 
trid ſalt heef, to which the ſailors gave the name of 
Triſh horſe. | | 
After having put garriſons into the forts we had 
taken, and re-embarked our ſoldiers and artillery, 
v hich detained us more than a week, we ventured 


up 


_ — — 
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up to the mouth of the inner harbour, guarded by 
à large fortification on one fide, and a ſmall redoubt 
on the other, both of which were deſerted before 
our approach, and the entrance of the harbour 
blocked up by ſeveral old galleons that the enemy 
had ſunk in the channel. We made ſhift, howe- 
ver, to open a paſſage for ſome ſhips of war, that 
-favoured the ſecond landing of our troops, at a 
place called La Quinta, not far from the town; i 
where, after a faint reſiſtance from a body of Spa- 
niards, who oppoſed their diſembarkation, they 
encamped with a deſign of beſieging the caſtle of 
Sr. Lazar, which overlooked and commanded the 
city. We accordingly attacked that caſtle, but 
were forced to retreat with great loſs ; the remains 
of our army were then re-embarked, and our con- 
ductors finding things in a bad ſituation, perceived 
it was high time torelinquiſh our conqueſt, which 
we did, aſter having rendered their artillery uſe- 
leſs, and blown up their walls with gun pewder. 
Meanwhile, our ſhip was ordered to be heaved 
down, victualled and watered, for her return to 
England ; and in a few weeks, was under failing 
orders, and I was in hopes of re- viſiſting my native 
country in very ſhort time, when the admiral's 
ſurgeon came on board, and ſending for Morgan 
and me to the quarter-deck, gave us to undeiſtand 
there was a great ſcarcity of ſurgeons in the Weſt- 
Indies, that he was comm. ded to detain one mate 
out of every great ſhip that was bound for England; 
and defired us to agree among ourſelves, before the 
next day at that hour, which of us ſhould ſtay be- 
_ - hind. I reſolved to comply with a good grace, 
and next day, when we were ordered to throw | 
dice, told Mogan he need not trouble himſelf, for ü 
|  1would Il 
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J would voluntarily ſubmit to the admiral's plea- 
ſure. This frank declaration was commended by 
the gentleman, who aſſured me, it ſhould not fare 
the worſe with me for my reſignation: Indeed he 
was as good as his word, and that very afternoon, 
procured a warrant, appointing me ſurgeon's mate 
of the Lizard ſloop of war, which put me on a foot- 
ing with every firſt mate in the ſervice. BIRT oe 
My ticket being made out, I put my cheſt and 
bedding on board a canoe that was along - ſide, and 


1 having ſhook hands with honeſt Jack Rattlin, 


who was bound for Greenwich-hoſpital, I took my 


| I leave of Morgan with many tears, after we had ex-, 


changed our ſleeve buttons as remembrances of 
each other. As there was not one ſick perſon in 


the ſhip, I got leave to go aſhore next day, with 


the gunner, who recommended me to a Jew, [that 
bought my ticket, at the rate of 40 per cent. diſ- 
count ; and having furniſhed myſelf with what ne- 
ceſſaries I wanted, returned on beard in the even- 
ing, and to my great ſurpriſe, found my old antago- 
niſt, the midſhipman, walking upon deck. Tho I did 


not fear his enmity, I was ſhocked at his appear 


ance; and communicated, my ſentiments on that 
ſubject to Mr. Tomlins, the ſurgeon, who told me, 


that Cramply, by the dint of ſome friends about 


the admiral, had procured a commſſion conſtitut- 


ing him lieutenant on board the Lizard ; and ad- 
vi 


iſed me, now he was my ſuperior officer, to be- 
have with ſome reſpect towards him, or he would 
find a thouſand opportunities of uſing me ill. 

In leſs than a week we failed on a'cruiſe, and 
having got round the eaſt end of the iſland, had 
the good fortune to take a Spaniſh Barcolongo, 
with her prize, which was an Engliſh ir > 

Or 
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for Briſtol, that failed from Jamacia a fortnight be- 
fore, without convoy. All the prifoners who were 
well, were put on ſhore, on the north ſide of the 
land; the prizes were manned with Engliſhmen, 
and the command of the Barcolongo given to my 
friend the maſter's mate, with orders to carry them 
into Port Morant, and there to remain until the 
Lizard's cruiſe ſhould be ended, at which time ſhe 
would touch at the'ſame place, in her way to Port 
Royal. 

When my patients were all in a fair way, my 
companion and commander, whoſe name was Brayl, 
carried me up the country to the houſe of a rich 
planter, with whom he was acquainted, where we 
were ſumptuouſly entertained, and in the evening 
ſet out on our return to the ſhip. When we hed 
walked about a mile by moon light, we perceived 
a horſeman behind us, who coming up, wiſhed us 

even, and aſked which way we went. His 
voice, which was quite familar to me, no ſeoner 
ftruck my ear, than in ſpite of all my reſolution 
and reflection, my hair briſtled up, and I was ſeiz- 
ed with a violent fit of trembling, which Bray! 
miſ- interpreting, bid me be under no concern, for 
he would ſtand by me. I told him he was miſtak- | 
en in the cauſe of my diſorder; and addreſſing my- | 
ſelf to the perſon on horſeback, ſaid, I could have 
ſworn by your voice, that you were a dear friend of 
mine, if I had not been certain of his death. To 
this, after ſome pauſe, he replied, There are ma- 
ny voices, as well as faces, that reſemble one ano- 
ther; but pray, what was your friend's name ? I 
ſatisfied him in that particular, and gave a ſhort 
detail of the melancholy fate of Thomſon, not with- 
out many ſighs and ſome tears. He was at great 
Fs hab F 4c <4 | IS pains 
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\ 


pains to convince me of his being the individual 


perfen whom I regretted, and promiſed to explain 
his ſudden diſappearance from the Thunder, and to 
account for his being at preſent in the land of the 
living. This he acquitted himſelf of, by inform- 
ing us, that with a determination to rid himſelf of 
a miſerable exiſtence, he had gone in the night= * 
time to the head, while the ſhip was on her way, 
from whence he ſlipped down, as ſoftly as he could, 
by the bows, inte the ſea, where, after he was 
heartly ducked, he began to repent of. his preci-- 
pitation, and as he could ſwim very well, kept 
himſelf above water, in hopes of being taken up 


by ſome of the ſhips aſtern; that in this ſituation 


he hailed a large veſſel, and begged to be taken in, 
but was anſwered, that ſne was a heavy ſailer, and 


therefore they did not chuſe te loſe time, bv bring- 
ing to; however, they threw an old cheft over- 
board, for his convenience, and told him, that 4 
ſome of the ſhips. aſtern would certainly ſave him; -Þ} 


that no other veſſe] came within ſight or cry of him 


for the ſpace of three hours, during which time he 


had the mortification of finding himſelf in the mid- 
dle of the ocean alone, without ſupport or reſting 
place but what a few crazy boards afforded ; till 
at laſt, he diſcerned a ſmali floop ſteering towards 
him, upon which he ſet up his throat and had the 
good fortune to be heard, and reſcued from the 
dreary waſte by their boat, which was hoiſted out 
on purpoſe, I was no ſooner brought on board 
(continued he) than I fainted, and when I rech- 
vered my ſenſes, found myſelf in bed, regaled with 
a molt nauſeous ſmell of onions and cheeſe, which 
made me think, at firſt, that J was in my own ham- 
mock, along ſide of honeſt Morgan, and that all 
5 I which . 


e 
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on inquiry, I underſtood that I was on board of a 


be was not of my opinion in that particular, know- 
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undertook to provide for me in ſome ſhape or other, 


gentleman of fortune, with whom J have lived e- 


8 
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which had paſſed was no more than a dream. Up- 


ſchooner belonging to Rhode Iſſand, bound for Ja- 
maica, with a cargo of geeſe, pigs, onions, and 
cheeſe ; and that the maſter's name was Robertſon, 
by birth a North Britain, whom I knew ar firft fight 
to be an old fchoolk-fellow of mine. When ] diſ- 
cevered myſelf to him, he was tranſported with 
ſurpriſe and joy, and begged to know the occafion 
of my misfortune, which 1 did not think fit to diſ- 
cloſe, becaufe I knew his notions with regard to 
religion, were very ſevere and confined ; therefore 
contented myſelf with telling him, I fell over-board 
by accident; but made no ſcruple of explaining 
the nature of my diſagreeable ſtation, and of ac- 


_ * quainting him with my determined purpoſe never 


to return to the Thunder inan of war. Although 


ing that I muſt Joſe my clothes, and what pay was 
due to me unleſs I went -back to my duty ; yet 
when I deſcribed the circumſtai ces of the helliſh 
life I led, under the tyrannic ſway of Oakhum and 
Mackſhane, he changed his ſentiments, and con- | 
Jured nie with great vehcmence and zeal to lay aſide | 
all thoughts of riſing in the navy; and that he 


might ſhew how much he had my intereſt atheart, 


before he ſhould leave Jamacia, This he perform- þ 
ed to my, heart's deſire, by recommending me to a 


/ OA ran 


=", 


ver ſince, in quality of ſurgeon and overſeer to his 
plantations, He and his lady are now at Kingſton, 
lo that I am, for the preſent, maſter of this houſe, 
to which, from my ſoul, I hid you welcome, and 


hope you will favour me with your company dur- fe 


ing 


RODERICK RANDOM 53 

ing the remaining part of the night. I needed not 
a ſecond invitation; but Mr. 'Brayl, who was a 
diligent and excellent officer, could not be per- 
ſuaded to ſleep out of the ſhip: However he ſup- 
ped with us, and after having drank a cheerful 
glaſs, ſet out for the veſſel, which was not above 
three miles from the place, eſcorted by a couple of 
{ſtout negroes, ' whom Mr. Thompſon ordered to 
conduct him. Never were two friends more happy 
in the converſation of one another, than we, for 
the time it laſted ; I related to him the particulars 
| of our attempt upon Carthagena, of which he had 
heard but an imperfect account; and he gratified 
me with a narrative of every little incident of his 
life ſince we parted, He aſſured me, it was with 

the utmoſt reluctance, he could reſiſt his inclinati- _ 
on of coming down to Port-Royal to ſee Morgan 
and me, of whom he had heard no tidings ſince 
the day of our ſeparation; but that he was reſtrain- 
ed by the fear of being detained as a deſerter. He 
told me, that when he heard my voice in the dark, 
he was almoſt as much ſurpriſed as I was at ſeeing 
him afterwards ; and in the confidence of friend- 
ſhip, diſcloſed a paſſion he entertained for the only 
daughter of the gentleman with whom he lived, 
who, by his deſcription, was a very amiable young 
lady, and did not diſdain his addreſſes; that he 
was very much favoured by her parents, and did 
not deſpair of obtaining their conſent to the match, 
which would at once render him independent of the 
world. I congratulated him on his good fortune, 
which he proteſted ſhould never make him forget 
his friend ; and towards morning we betook our- | 
elves to reſt, ys F 
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Next day he accompanied me to the ſhip, where 


Mr. Brayl entertained him at dinner, and having 
ſpent the afternoon together, he took his leave of 


us in the evening, after he had forced upon me ten 


piſtoles, as a ſmall token of his affection. In ſhort 
while we ſtaid here, we ſaw one anather every day, 
-nd generally eat at the fame table, which was 
plentiſully ſupplied by him with all kinds of poul- 
try, butchers meat, oranges, limes, lemons, pine- 
apples, Madeira wine, and excellent rum; ſo that 
this ſmall interval of ten days was by far the mot 
?greeable period of my life. | 5 

At length, the Lizard arrived; and as my pa- 
tients were all fit for duty, they and I were order- 
ed on board of her, where | underſtood from Mr. 


Tomlins, that there was a dryneſs between the | 


lieutenant and him, on my account; that rancor- 
ous villain having taken the opportunity of my ab- 
ſence, to fill the captain's ears with a thouſand 
ſcandalous ſtories to my prejudice ; among other 
things affirming, that I had been once tranſported 
{or theft, and that when | was in the Thunder man 
of war | had been whipped for the ſame crime.— 
The ſurgeon on the other hand, having heard my 
whole flory from my own mouth, defended me ſtre- 
nuoufly, and in the courſe of that good-natured 
off ge, recounted all the inſtances of Crampley's 


malice againſt me, while 1 remained on board of 


that ſhip, which declaration, while it ſatisfied the 
<aptain of my innocence, made the lieutenant as 
much my defender's enemy as mine. This infernal 
behaviour of Crampley, with regard to me, added 
fuch fuel to my former reſentnient, that at certain 
times, Iwas quite beſide myſelf with the deſire of 
"revenge, and was even tempted to piſtol him on the 
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ere quarter-deck; though an infamous death muſt in- 
ng evitably have been my reward. But the ſurgeon, 
of who was my confident, argued againſt ſuch a deſ- 
ten perate action fo effectually, that I ſtifled the flame 
ort WF whith conſumed me for the preſent, and reſolved to 
ay, wait a mote convenient opportunity. In the mean 
vas time, that Mr. Tomlins might be the more convinc- 


ul- ed of the wrongs I had ſuffered by this fellow's 


ne- WF ſlander, | begged he would go and viſit Mr. Thom- 
hat ſon, whoſe wonderful.eſcape I had made him ac- 
oſt quainted with, and inquire of him into the particu- 
lars of my conduct, while he was my fellow mate. 
pa- This the ſurgeon complied with, more through a 
ler- curioſity to ſee a perſon whoſe fate had been ſo ex- 
Mr. traordinary, than to confirm his good opinion of 
the me, which he aſſured me was already firmly eſta- 
or- bliſhed. He therefore ſet out for the dwelling 
ab- place of my friend, with a letter of introduction 
and from me; and being received with all the civility 


. 
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her and kindneſs I expected, returned to the ſhip, not 
ted only ſæ sfied with my character, beyond the power 


n 


nan of doubt or inſinuation, but alſo charmed with the 
.— affability and converſation of Thomſon, who loaded x 
my him and me with preſents of freſh ſtock, liquors, ; 
tre- and fruit. As he would not venture to come and 


wed ſee us on board, leſt Crampley ſhould know and de- 
ey's tain him, when the time of our departure approach- 
| of ed, I obtained leave to go and bid him farewel.— + 
the MW After we had vowed an everlaſting friendſhip, he 
It as preſſed upon me a purſe with four double doub- 
rnal WW loons, which J refuſed as long as I could, without 
ided giving umbrage ; having cordially embraced each 
tain other, I returned on board, where I found a ſmait 
e of box, with a letter directed for me, to the care of 
the Mr. Tomlins. Knowing the ſuperſcription to be of 
rier- Ka Thomſon's 


—————— —— — — _ 


25 THE ADVENTURES OF 


Thomſon's hand-writing, I opened it wich ſame 
ſurprize, and learned that this generous friend, not 
contented with loading me with the pretents alrea- 
dy mentioned, had fent for my ule and acceptance, 
halt a dozen fine ſhirts, and as many linen waiſt- 
coats and caps, with twelve pair of new thread 
ſtockings. Being thus provided with money, and. 
neceſſaries for the comfort of life, I bega ro look 
upon mylelt as a gentleman ot fome conſequence, 
and felt my pride dilate apace. 

Next day we failed for Port Royal, where we ar- 
rived ſafely with our prizes ; and as there was no- 
thing to do on board, Þ weat on ſhore, and having 
purchaled a lace waiſtcoat, with ſome other clathes 
at an auction, made a ſhining fig ure for lome days 
among ihe iaverns, where | ventured.to play a li- 
Ye at haz ird, and came off with fifty piſtoles i= au 
pocket. Mean while our captain was promoted 
to a ſhip of twenty guns, and the command of the 
Lizard given to a imian turned of fourlcore, h 
had been lieutenant ſince the reign of king »/illam 
to this time, and notwithltanding his ons ſcxvice. 
would have probably died in that lituations had he 
not employed ſome prize-money he had ſately re- 
ceived, to make intereſt with his ſuperiors. Dy 
friend Brayl was alſo made an officer about the fame 
time, after he had ſerved in quality of mid hipman 
and mate five and- twenty years, Soon after thefe 
alterations, the admiral pitched upon our inp 10 
carry home diſpatches for the miniſtry; accardicz- 
ly we ſet {ail for England, having firtt ſcrubbed der 
bottom, and taken in proviſion and waier tor the 
occaſion. 

Wiꝛ-e had been ſeven weeks at ſea, when the gun- 
ner told Crampley, who had ſucceeded o the 
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command of the veſſel, that by his reckoning we 


muſt be in fourdings, and deſired that he would or- 
der the lead to be heaved. Crampley ſwore, he did 


not know how to keep the ſhip's way, and therefore 
he would not give himſelf the trouble, According- 
ly we continued our courſe all that afternoon and 


night. without ſhortening fail, although the guns 


ner pretended to diſcover Scilly light ; and next 


morning proteſted in form againſt the captain's con- 


We 


duct; for which he was put in confinement. 


4 diſcovered no land all the day, and Crampley was 
ſtill fo inſatuated as to neglect ſounding: But at 


three o'clock in the morning, the ſhip ftruck, and 
remained falt on a ſand bank. This accident alarm- 
ed the whole crew; the hoat was immediately 
hoiſted out, but as we could nat diſcern which way 


the ſhore lay, we were obliged to wait for day- 
light. | 


In the mean time, the wind increaſed, and 
the waves beat againſt the loop with ſuch violence 
that we expected the would have gone to pieces. 
The gunner was releaſed and conſulted: He ad- 
viſed the captain to cut away the maſt, in order to 
Yighten her; this was performed without ſucceſs, 
During this diſaſter I clothed myſelf in my beſt 
apparel, girded on my hanger, ſtuck my piſtols 
loaded in my belt, and came upon deck, with a 
reſolution of taking the firſt opportunity to go on 
ſhore, which, when the day bfoke, appeared at 
thediſtance of three miles led . Crampley find- 
ing his efforts to get the ſhip off ineffectual, deter- 
mined to conſult his own ſafety, by going into the 
boat, which he had no ſooner done, than the ſhip's 
company followed fo faſt, that ſhe would have 
ſunk along fide, had not ſome one wiſer than the 
relt cut the rope and put off. But before this bap- 

3 pened, 
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pened, I had made ſeveral attempts to get in, and i 
was always baulked by the captain, who was fo ea- ll 
ger in excluding me, that he did not mind the en- 
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deavours of any other perſon. Enraged at this in- 
human partiality, and ſeeing the rope cut, I pulled 
one of my piſtols ſrom my beit, and cocking it, 
{wore I woyld ſhoot any man who ſhould preſume 


to obſtrutt my entrance. So ſaying, I leaped with 9 
my full exertion, and got on board of the boat with 


the loſs of the ſkin of one of my ſhins. I chanced i 


in my deſcent to overiurn Crampley, who no ſoon- 
er got up than he ſtruck at me ſeveral times with 
aà cutlaſs, and ordered the men to throw me over- 
board; but they were too anxious about their own 
ſafety to mind what he ſaid. Though the boat 


was very deeply loaded, and the ſea terribly high, 1 


we made ſhift to get upon dry land in leſs than an 
hour after we parted from the ſloop. As ſoon as I 
cot foot on terra firma, my indignation, which had Wi 
doiled ſo long within me, broke out againſt Cramp- 

ley, whom I immediately challenged to fingle com- 


bat, preſenting my piſtols that he might take his 
choice: He took one without heſitation, and be- 
fore I could cock the other, fired in my face, 


throwing the piſtol after the ſhot. I felt myſelf ſtun- 


ned, and imagining the bullet had entered my brain, 
diſcharged mine as quick as poſſible, that L might) 


not die unrevenged ; then flying upon my antago- 


nift, knocked out ſeveral of his fore teeth with the 
butt - end of the piece; and would certainly have 


made an end of him with that inſtrument, had he 


not diſengaged himſelf, and ſeized his cullals, 
which he had given to his ſervant when he received 
the piſtol. Seeing him armed in this manner, | 
grew my hanger, and having flung my piſtol at his 

| „„ head, 
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head, cloſed with him in a tranſport of fury, and 
thruſt my weapon into his mouth, which it enlarg- 


ed onone fide to his ear. He ſtaggered ſome pa- 


ces back ; but I followed cloſe, and with one 
ſtroke cut the tendons of the back of his hand, up- 


fenceleſs. 


on which his cutlaſs dropt, and he remained de- 
I know not with what cruelty my rage 


might have inſpired me, if I had not at that inſtant 


part of my head, which deprived me of all ſenſa- 


We tion, When I received the uſe of my underſtand- 
ing, I found myſelf alone in a deſolate place, ftript 


of my clothes, money, watch, buckles, and every 
thing but my ſhoes, ſtockings, breeches and ſhirt. 
What a diſcovery muſt this be to me, who but an. 
hour before, was worth ſixty guineas in caſh !— 


With ſome diſſiculty however I got upon my legs, 
and having examined my body, found I bad receiv- - 
ed no other injury than two large contuſed wounds, 


one on the fore and another on the hinder part of 


my head. 


directed my courſe, towards a ſmall 


cottage I perceived, and in the road picked up a 
ſeaman's old jacket, which I ſuppoſe the thief who 


drefled himſelf in my clothes, had thrown away; 


this | put on, and as my natural heat revived, my 


ſoon relieved by ſome perſon or other. 
lain here many minutes, when Law a copntryman 
come in with a pitchfork in his hand, which he was 


E 4 


wounds, which had left off bleeding, burſt out a- 
feſh ; ſo that finding myſelf exhauſted, I was 
about to lie down in the fields, wen I diſcovered 
a barn on my left hand, within a few yards of me: 
thither I made ſhift to ſtagger, and finding the door 
open went in, but ſaw nobody ; upon which 1 
threw myſelf upon a truſs of ftraw, hoping to be 
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upon the point of thruſting into the ſtraw that con- 
cealed me, and in all probability would have done 
my buſineſs, had I not uttered a dreadful groan, 
after having eſſayed in vain to ſpeak. This melan- 
choly note alarmed the clown, who ftarted back, 
and diſcovering a body all beſtheared with blood, 
ſtood trembling, with the pitchfork extended before 
him, his hair ere, his eyes ſtaring, his noſtrils 
dilated, and his mouth wide open, At length an 
old man arrived, who ſeeing the other in ſuch a 
poſture, cried mercy upon en] the leaad's bewitch- | 
ed! why Dick, beeſt thou beſay'd thyſelf ? Dick, 
without moving his eyes from the object which 
terrified him, replied, O vather ! vather ! here be 
either the devil or a dead mon: I don't know 
which o'en, but a groans woundily. The father, 
whoſe eye-fight was none of the beſt, pulled out 
his ſpeCtacles, and having applied them to his noſe, 
. *Teconnoitred me over his ſon's ſhoulder : but no 

ſooner did he behold me, than he was feized with | 
a fit of ſhaking, even more violent than Dick's, 
and with a broken accent addreffed me thus : in 
the name of the Vather, Zun, and Holy Ghoſt, I 
charge you, an you been Satan, to begone to the Red 
Zea; but an you be a moordered mon, ſpeak, 
that you may have a 2 burial. I was ex- 
ceedingly mortified to find myſelf in danger of pe- 
riſhing through the ignorance and cowardice of 
| theſe clowns ; and felt my ſpirits decay apace, 
"when an old woman entered the barn, and with 
reat intrepidity advanced to the place where I 
2 ſaying, if it be the devil I fearen not, and for 
a dead mon a can do us no harm. When ſhe ſaw 
my condition, ſhe cried, here be no devil, but in 
yourn fool's head. Here be a poor miſerable 
| wretch 
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. wretch, bleeding to death, and if he dies, we muſt 


be at the charge of burying him; therefore, Dick, 
go vetch the old wheel-barrow and puten in, and 
carry him to good man Hodge's back-door, he is 
more able than we to lay out money upon poor va- 

rants. Her advice was taken, and immediately 
7 in execution: But Hodge refembled the Jew 
more than the good Samaritan, and ordered me to 
be carried to the houſe of the parſon, whole buſi- 
neſs it was to practiſe as well as to preach cha- 
rity. When +l was ſet down at the vicar's gate, 
he fell imo a mighiy paſſion, and threatened to 
excommunicate him who lent, as well as thoſe who 
brgughr me, unleſs they would move me imme- 
diately to another place. About this time I 
faint with the fatigue J had undergone, and aſ- 
terwards underſtood that I was bandied from door 
to door through a whole village, no body having 
humanity enough to adminiſter the leaſt relief to 
me, until an old woman, who was ſuſpected 
of wüchcraſt by* the neighbourhood, hearing of 
my diftrefs, received me into her houſe, and 
hzving dreſſed my wounds, brought me to myſelf 
with cordials of her own preparing. I was treat- 
ed with great care and tenderneſs by this grave 
mation, who, after J had recovered ſome ſtrength, 
fed ro know the particulars of my laſt diſaſter. 
'T'bjs piece of fatisfaction I could not refuſe to one 
who had fave? my life, therefore related all my 
puventures without exaggeration or reſerve. 
She fremed ſurpriſed at the vicifſitudes 1 had un- 
dergime, and drew a happy preſage of my fu- 
ure file, from my paſt fufferings, then launched 
cut into the praiſe of adverſity with ſo much ar- 
Cour and good ſenſe, that | concluded ſhe was a 
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.perſon who had ſeen better days, and conceived a 
longing deſire to hear her ſtory. She perceived my 
drift by ſome words I dropped, and ſmiling, told 
me, there was nothing entertaining or extraordina- 
Ty in the courſe of her fortune; but O .- 
ever, ſhe would communicate it to me, in conſide- 
ration of the confidence I had repoſed in her. This 
ſhe accordingly performed. She then promiſed to 
recommend me as a ſervant to a ſingle lady of her 
acquaintance, who lived in the neighhourhood 
with her nephew, who was a young fox- hunter of 
great fortune, where I might be very happy, pro- 
vided I could bear with the diſpoſition and man- 
ners of my miſtreſs, which were ſome what whim- 
fical and particular. I was fain to embrace this 
humble propoſal, becauſe my affairs were deſpe- 
rate; and in a few days was hired hy this lady, to 
ſerve in quality of her footman ; being repreſented 
by my hoſteſs, asa yqung man, who having been 
ſent to ſea by his relations againſt his inclinations, 
was ſhipwrecked and robbed, which had encreaſed 
his diſguſt to that way of life ſo much, that he ra- 
ther choſe to go to ſervice on ſhore than enter 
himſelf on beard of any other ſhip. I ſoon after 
repaired to the place of her habitation, and was 
introduced by the waiting woman, to the preſence 
of my lady, who had not before ſeen me. She far 
in her ſtudy, with one foot on the ground, and the 
other upon a high ſtool at ſome diſtance from 
her ſeat; her ſandy locks hung down in a diſorder 
IT cannnot call beautiful, from her head, which was 
deprived of its coif, for the benefit of ſcratching 
with one hand, while ſhe held the ſtump of a pen 
ea the other. 528 Fo 
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About four in the afternoon, I was: ordered to 


lay the cloth, and place two covers, which I un- 


derſtood was for my miſtreſs and her niece, whom 
J had not as yet ſeen. Though I was not very dex- 


terous at this operation, I performed it pretty well 
for a beginner, and when dinner was upon the ta» 


ble, ſaw my miſtreſs approach, accompanied by 


the yeung lady, whoſe name for the preſent ſhall - 


be Narciſſa. So much ſweetneſs appeared in the 
countenance and carriage of this amiable appariti- 


on, that my heart was captivated at firſt fight, and 
while dinner laſted I gazed upon her without inter- 
miſſion. 


When the ſpoke, | liſtened with plea- 
ſure ; but when ſhe ſpoke to me, my foul was thril- 
led with an extaſy of tumultuous joy! I was even 
ſo happy as to be th. ſutheR of their converſation :; 
For Narciſſa having obſerved me, faid to her aunt, 
] ſee your new footman is come. Then addrefling 
herſelf to me, aſked, with ineſtabhle complacency, 
if I was the perſon who had been ſo cruelly uſed 
by robbers 2? When I fatisfied her in this, ſhe ex- 
preſſed a deſire of knowing the particulars of my 
fortune both before and ſince my being ſhipwreck- 
ed: Hereupon (as Mrs. Sagely had ceunſelled me) 
I told her, that I had been bound. apprentice to 
the maſter of a ſhip, contrary to my inclination, 
which ſhip had foundered at fea ; that I and four 


more, who chanced to be on deck when ſhe wen 
down, made ſhift to ſwim on thore, where my co:1- ., 


panions, after having overpowered me, ſtript me to 
the ſhirt, and left me, as they imagined, dead of 


the wounds I reccived in my own defence: Then 


I related the circumſtances of my being found\n a 
barn, with the inhuman treatment I met with 
Tom the country people and parſon; which Iper- 
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ceived drew tears from the charming creature's 
eyes ! when J had finiſhed my recital, my miſtreſs 
faid, Ma foy ! le gareon eff bien fait! To which 
opinion Narciſſa aſſented, with a compliment to 
my underſtanding in the fame language, that flat- 
tered my vanity extremely. | 
During this ſeaſon of love and tranquillity, my 
muſe, which had lain dormant fo long, awoke, and 
produced ſeveral ſmall performances on the ſub- 
ject of my flame; but as it concerned me nearly 
to remain undiſcovered in my real character and 
ſentiments, I was under a neceſſity of mortifyiag 
my deſire of praiſe, by confining my works to my 
own peruſal] and applauſe, In the mean time ſtrove 
to inſinuate myſelf into the good opinion of both 
ladies; and ſucceeded fo well, by my diligence 
and dutiſul behaviour, that in a little time, | was 
at leaſt a favourite fervant ; and frequently enjoy- 
ed the pleaſure of hearing myſelf mentioned in 
French and Italian, with ſome degree of warmth 
and ſurprife, by the dear object of all my withes, 
as a perſon who had ſo much of the gentleman in 
my appearance and diicourſe, that ſhe could not 
for her foul treat me like a common lacquey. My 
prudence and modeſty were not long proof againſt 
theſe compliments. I penned the following little 
piece, which I ventured to ſhew to my miſtreſs. 
On Celia playing on the harpficord and ſinging, 
When Sappho {truck the quiv'ring wire, 
The throbbing brèaſt was all on fire: 
And when ſhe rais'd the vocal lay, 
The captive ſoul was charm'd away! 
Nut had the nymph, poſſeſs'd with theſe 
Thy ſofter, chaſter power to pleaſe ; 
Thy beauteous air of ſprightly youth, 


* 


RODERTCK RANDOM. 383 


: Thy native ſmiles of artleſs truth ; 
3 The worm of grief, had never prey'd 
1 On the forſaken, love fick maid :; : 
> Nor had ſhe mourned an hapleſs flame, 
k Nor daſhed on rocks her tender frame. 

My miſtreſs paid me a cold compliment on the 
y yerſification, which, ſhe ſaid, was elegant enough, 
d but the ſubject beneath the pen of a true poet. I 
- was extremely nettled at her indifference, and look- 
y ed at Narciſſa, whoby this time had joined us, for 
d her approbation, but ſhe declined giving her opt- 
g nion, proteſting ſhe was no judge of thoſe matters. 
y In the afternoon, however, the waiting-maid aſ- 
e ſured me, that Narciſſa had expreſſed her approba- 
h tion of my performance with great warmth.. | was 
e _ elated to an extravagant pitch at this intelligence, 
E and immediately tranſcribed a fair copy of my Ode, 
= which was carried to the dear charmer, together 
n with another on the ſame ſubject, as follows: 
h Thy fatal ſhaſts unerring move, 
I I bow before thine altar, love! 
n feel thy ſoft, reſiſtleſs flame 
t Glide ſwift through all my vital frame! 
y For while I gaze my boſom glows, 
ſt My blood in tides impetuous flows, 
le Hope, fear and joy alternate roll, 


And floods of tranſports *whelm my ſoul! 
My tfauli'ring tongue attempts in vain 
In ſmoothing murmurs to complain, 
| My tongue ſome ſecret magic ties, 
- My murmurs fink in broken ſighs ! 
Condemn'd.to nurſe eternal care, 
And ever drop the filent tear, 
Unheard I mourn, unknown | figh, 
Unofriended live, unpitied die! 
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At certain intervals, my ambition would revive ; 
I would deſpiſe myſelf for my tame reſignation to 
my ſordid fate, and revolve an hundred ſchemes for 
- aſſuming the character of a gentleman, to which! 
was intitled by birth and education. In theſe 
fruitleſs ſuggeſtions, time ſtole away unperceived, 
and | had already remained eight months in the 
ſtation of a footman, when an accident happened, 
that put an end to my ſervitude, and for the pre- 
ſent baniſhed all hopes of ſucceeding in my love. 
Narciſſa went one day to viſit Miſs Thicket, who 
lived with her brother, within leſs than a mile of 
our houſe, and was perſuaded to walk home in the 
eool of the evening, accompanied by Sir Tinjothy, 
who having a good deal of the brute in him, was 
iaſtigated to uſe ſome unbecoming familiarities with 
her, encouraged by the ſolitarineſs of a field through 
which they paſied. The lovely creature was in- 
cenſed at his rude behaviour, for which ſhe re- 
proached him in ſuch a manner, that he loſt all re- 
gard for decency, and actually offered violence to 
this pattern of innocence and beauty. But heaven 

would not ſuffer ſo much goodneſs to be violated ; 
and ſent me, who paſſing by accident near the 
place, was alarmed with her cries; to her ſuccour, 
I flew like lightning to her reſcue, which he per- 
ceiving, quitted his prey, and drew his hanger to 
_ ehaſtiſe my preſumption. My indignation was too 
high to admit one thought of fear, ſo that ruſhing 
upon him, I ſtruck his weapon out of his ha 
uſed my cudgel fo ſucceſsfully, that he fell to the 
ground, and lay, to all appearance, without ſenſe, 
Then I turned to Narcifla, who had ſwooned, and 
fitting down by her, gently raiſed her head, and 
lypported i it on wy boſom, while with my hand 
| | around 
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around her waiſt, I kept her in that poſition. In a 
little time the blood began to reviſit her fate, ſhe 
opened her enchanting eyes, and ſaid, witha look 
full of render acknowledgment, Dear John, I am 
eternally obliged to you ! S0 ſaying, ſhe made. an 
effort to riſe, in which I aſſiſted her, and ſhe pro- 
ceeded to the houfe, leaning upon me all the way. 
When we arrived At the houſe, Narciſſa affured 
me, ſhe would exert all her influence in protecting 
me from the revenge of Thicket, and likewiſe en- 
gage her aunt in my favour. At the ſame time, 
pufling out her purſe, offered it as a ſmall conſide- 
ration for the ſervice I had done her. But I ſtood 
too much upon the punctilios of love to incur the 
leaft ſuſpicion of being mercenary, and refuſed the 
preſent, ſaying, I had merited nothing by barely 
doing my duty. She ſeemed altonithed at my 
diſintereſtedneſs, and bluſhed: I felt the ſame ſuf- 
ſuſion, and with a down-caſt eye and broken accent. 
| told her, I had one requeſt to make, which if her 
| generoſity would grant, I ſhould think myſelf fully 
recompenſed for an age of miſery. She changed 
eolour at this preamble, and with great confuſion, 
] replied, ſhe hoped my good ſenſe would hinder nie 
from aſking' any thing ſhe was bound in honour to 
reſuſe, and therefore bid me ſignify my deſire. Up- 
on which I kneeled, and begged to kiſs her hands 
She immediately, with an-averted look, ſtretched 
it out: I imprinted on it an ardent kiſs, and bath- 
ng it in my tears, cried, Dear Madam, I am an 
unfortunate gentleman, who loves you to diſ- | 
traction, but would have died a thouſand deaths, 
rather than make this dectaration under ſuch a ſer- Þ} 
vile appearance, were he not determined to yield 
to the rigour of his fate, to fly from your bewilch- 
| | ing 
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ing preſence, and bury his preſumptuous paſſion in 
eternal ſilence. With theſe words I roſe and went 
away, before ſhe could recover her ſpirits fo far as to 
make any reply. My firſt care was to go and conſult 
Mrs. Sagely, with whom I had maintained a friend- 
ly correſpondence ever ſince I left her houſe, When 
ſhe underſtood my fituation, the good woman, 
with real concern, condoled on my unhappy fate, 
and approved of my reſolution to leave the country. 
I followed her advice, and efcaped by the bene- 
fit of a dark night, to the ſea-ſide, where while! 
ruminated on my next excurſion, I was all of a 
ſudden ſurrounded by armed men, who, having 
bound my hands and feet, bid me make no noiſe, 
on pain of being ſhot, and cariied me on board of 
a veſſel, which I ſoon perceived to be a ſmuggling 
cutter. This diſcovery gave me ſome ſatisfaction 
at firſt, becauſe I concluded myſelf ſafe from the 
reſentment of Sir Timothy: But when 1 found 
myſelf in the hands of rufãans, who threatened to 
execute me for a ſpy, I ſhould have thought my- 
ſelf happily quit for a year's impriſonment, or even 
tranſportation. It was however determined that 
F ſhould be ſet on ſhore at Boulogne in France, and 
| left to find my paſſage hack to England, as I ſhould 
think proper. Although this favourable determi- 
nation gave me great pleaſure, the apprehenſion. 
of being robbed would not ſuffer me to be perfectly 
at eaſe; To prevent this calamity, as toon as [ 
was untied, I tore a ſmall hole in one of my ſtock- 
ings, into which I dropped fix guineas, reſcrving 
half a piece and ſome filver in my pocket, that 
finding ſomething, they might not be tempted to 
make any inquiry. This was a very neceſſary pre- 
caution, for when we came within hght of the 
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French ſhore, one of the ſmugglers told me, I muſt 
pay for my paſſage, To this I replied, that my 
paſſage was none of my own ſeeking ; therefore 
they could not expect a reward from me for tranſ- 


porting. me into a ſtrange country by force.— 


Damn me ! (faid the outlaw) none of your paia- 


ver; but let me ſee what money you have got. So 


ſaying, he thruſt his hand into my pocket without 
any ceremony, and emptied it of the contents : 
Then caſting an eye at my hat and wig, he took 
them off, and clapping his own on my head, de- 
clared that a fair exchange was 10 robbery, 

I reſolved to take my leave of theſe deſperadoes, 
without much ceremony, and went into a cabaret 
or public houſe, after we came on ſhore, with an 
intention of taking ſome refreſhment. In the kitchen, 
five Dutch ſailors fat at breakfaſt, with a large 
loaf, a firkin of butter, and a keg of brandy on 
the table, the bung of which they often applied 
to their mouths with great perſeverance and ſatis- 
faction. At ſome diſtance from them, | perceived 
another perſon in the ſame garb, fitting in a penſive 
ſolitary manner, entertaining himſelf with a whiff of 


tobacco, from the ſtump of a pipe, as black as jet. 


I approached this forlorn tar, and notwithſtanding 


the alteration of dreſs, and diſguiſe of a long 


beard, I diſcovered in him my long loft and lament- 
ed uncle and benefactor, lieutenant Bowling! Good 
heaven! what were the agitations of my ſoul, be- 
tween the joy of finding again ſuch a valuable 
friend, and the forrow of ſeeing him in ſuch a low 


condition ! The tears guſhed down my cheeks, I 


ſtood motionleſs and filent for ſome time; at length, 


recovering the uſe of ſpeech, exclaimed, Gracious - | 
_ God! Mr. Bowling! My uncle no ſooner heard 
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go THE ADVENTURES. OF 
his name mentioned, than he ſtarted up, crying 


with ſome ſurpriſe, Holloa! and after having looked 
at me ſtedfaſtly, without being able to recolle& me, 


aid, Did you call me, brother? I told him, I had 


ſomething extraordinary to communicate, and de- 
fired him to give me a few minutes hearing in ano- 
ther room ; but he would by no means conſent to 
this prop: „fal, ſaying, Avaſt there, friend; none of 
your tricks upon travellers ; if you have any thing 
to ſay to me, do it above board; you need not be 
afraid of Want, over-heard ; here are none who 
underſtand our Lngo. Though [ was loth to diſ- 
cover +> ddl 2 company, 1 could no longer re- 
frain from telling him, I was his own nephew, Ro- 
derich dom, then gave him a detail of all my 
adventures and ſufferings, which affected him more 
than I could have imagined ; and concluded with 
telling him that he might return to England when 
he wo ould, io folicit his affairs, witheut danger or 


moleſtation. He was wonderfully pleaſed at this 
piece ob information, of which however, he ſaid 


he could not at preſent avail himſelf, for want of 
money to par for his paſſage to London. This ob- 
jection I ſoon removed, by putting five guineas into 
his hand, and telling him, I thought*myſelf ex- 


tremely happy in having an opportunity of mani- 


ſeſting my gratitude to him in his neceſſity. 
When our repaſt was ended, we walked down t# 
the hour, where we found a cutter that was to 


ſäail for Deal in theevening, and Mr, Bowling agreed 


for his paſſage, and the time fixed for my uncle's 


embarking being come, I accompanied him to the 
harbour, and faw him on board. We parted not 
without tears, after we bad embraced and withed 
one another all manner of proſpenty. * 
o 
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The next day, being walking in the fields, I faw 
a company of ſoldiers with their wives and children 
dancing and feaſting. Being invited to a ſhare | fat 
down, and never made a more comfortable meal. 
When our repaſt was ended, we got up again to 
dance; and now that I found myſelf refreſhed, I 


behaved to the admiration of every body; the ſer- 


jeant in particular, expreſſed ſo much regard for 
me, and deſcribed the pleaſures of a ſoldier's life, 
with ſo much art, that Ihegan to liſten to his pro- 
poſal of enliſting me in the ſervice; and having 


weighed the circumſtances pro and con, {ignifi-d wy 


conſent, and was admitted into the regiment of 
Picardy,.- | 

It was not long before we received orders to join 
ſeveral more regiments, and march with all expe- 
dition into Germany, in order to reinforce Mare- 
ſchal Duc de Noailles, who was then encamped 


with his army on the ſide of the river Main, o 


watch the motions of the Engliſh, Auſtrians, and 
Heſſians, under the command oi the Earl of Stair. 


It is impoſſible to deſcribe the hunger and thirit 1 


ſuſtained, and the fatigue I underwent in a march 


of ſo many hundred miles; during which | was. 


ſo much chafed with the heat and motion of my 
limbs, that in a. very ſhort time the inſide of wy 
thighs and legs were deprived of ſkin, and I pre- 
ceeded in the utmoſt torture. f . 

One day while we enjoyed a halt, and the ſol- 
diers with their wives had gone out to dance, ac- 
cording to cuſtom, wy comrade ſtaid at home with 


me on pretence of friendſhip, and infulted me with 


his pity and conſolation ! He told me, though I was 
young and tender at preſent, | ihould ſoon be ſea- 
foned to the ſervice ; and he did not doubt but I 
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terly unknown. 
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ſhould have the honour to contribute in ſome mea- 
ſure to the glory of the king. When 1 looked up- 
on the contemptible object that pronounced theſe 
words, I was amazed at the infatuation that poſ- 
ſeſſed him ; andcould not help expreſſing my aſſo- 


' niſhment at the abſurdity of a rational being, who 


thinks himſelf highly honoured in being permitted 
to encounter abje& poverty, oppreſſion, famine, 


diſeaſe, mutilation, and evident death, merely to 


B 10 the vicious ambition of a prince, by Whom 
is ſufferings were diſregarded, and his name ut- 
The Frenchman provoked at the 
little deference I paid to the kingly name, loſt all 
patience, and reproached me in ſuch a manner, that 
I clenched my fiſt, with an intention to give him a 
box on the ear. Perceiving my deſign, he ſtarted 
back, and gave me to underſtand that a French- 

man never forgave a blow ; therefore if I was not 
weary of my life, I would do him the honour of 
meaſuring his ſword with mine, like a gentleman. 
J took his advice, and followed him to the field 
hard by, where I was aſhamed at the pitiful figure 


of my antagoniſt, who was a poor, little, ſhivering 


creature, decrepid with age; and blind of one eye. 
But I ſoon found the folly cf judging from appear- 
ances; being at the ſecond paſs wounded in the 
ſword hand, and diſarmed with ſuch a jerk, that I 
thought the Joint diſlocated. I was no leſs con- 
founded than enraged at this event, eſpeciaſty as 


my adverſary inſiſted upon my aſking pardon for 
my preſumption in affronting his king and him. 


This I would not comply with, but told him, it 
was a mean condeſcenſion, which no gentleman in 


his circumſlances ought to propoſe, and none in 


my ſituation perform ; and that if he perſiſted in 
his 
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bis demand, I would claim ſatisfaction with my 


muſket, at which weapon we ſhould be more upon 
a par, than with the ſword, of which he ſeemed ſo 
nuch maſter. | 

He was diſconcerned at this lation 10 Which 


he made no reply, but repaired to the dancers, 


amopg whom he recounted his vitory with many 

exaggerations and gaſconades; while J, taking up 
my ſword, went to my quarters and examined my 
wound, which | found was of no conſequence. The 
fame day, an Iriſh drummer, having heard my 
misfortune; viſited me, and after having condoled 
me on the chance of war, gave me to underſtand 
that he was mailer of the ſword, and would in a 
very ſhort time inſtru me fo thoroughly in that 
noble ſcience, that I ſhould be able to chaſtiſe the 
cid gaſcon for his inſolent boaſting at my expence. 


This friendly office he proffered on pretence of the 


regard he had for his countrymen ; but I aſter- 


wards learned the true motive was no other than a 
jealouſy he entertained, of a correſpondence he- 


tween the Frenchman add his wite, which he did 
not think proper to reſent in perſon. Be this as it 


will, I accepted his offer, and practiſed his leſſons 


with ſuch application, that 1 ſoon believed myſelt 
a match for my conqueror, We ſoon after fell 
out, when I gave him a kick on the breech, which 
overturned him in an inſtant. He ſtarted up and 
drawing his ſword, attacked me with great ſury : 
Several people interpoſed, but when he informed 
them of its being an affair of honour, they retired, 
and left us to decide the battle by ourſelves. I ſuſ- 
tained his onſet with little damage, having only 
received a ſmall ſcratch on my right ſhoulder, and 


ſeeing his breath and vigour almoſt exhauſted, af- 
4 | ſaulted 
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faulted him in my turn, eloſed with him, and 
wreſted his ſword out of his hand in the ſtruggle. 
Having thus acquired the victory, I delyed bim to 
beg his life; to which he made no anſwer, but 
ſhrugged up his ſhoulders to his ears, expanded his 
hands, elevated the ſkin of his forehead and eye - 
brows, and depreſſed the corners of his mouth, in 
ſuch a manner, that 1 could ſcarce refrain from 
laughing aloud at his groteſque appearance. That 
I might, however, mortiſy his vanity, I thruſt his 
ſword up to the hilt in ſomething that Jay ſmoak- 
ing on the plain, and joined the reſt of the ſoldiers 
with an air of iranquiility and indiffererce. 

There was nothing more of moment attempted 
by either of the armies during the remaining part 
of the campaign, which being ended, the Engliſh 
marched back to the Netherlands; part of our ar- 
my was detached to French Flanders, and our re- 
giment ordered to winter-quarters in Champagne. 
It was the fate of the grenadier company, to which 
I now belonged, to he at Rheims, where 1 found 
my ſelf in the utmoſt want of every thing. My 
pay, which amounted to five ſols a day, fo far 
 trom ſupplying me with neceſſaries, being ſcarce 
ſufficient to procure a wretched ſubſiſtence, to keep 
ſoul and body togetuer ; fo that I was by hunger 
and hard duty, brought down oy the meagre Con- 
dition of my fellow-ſoldiers, ahd my linen reduced 
from three tolerable ſhirts, to two pair of fleeves 


and necks, the bodies having been * ago con- 


veried into ſpatterdaſhes. 
One day, while I ftood ſentinel at the gate of 
a general officer, a nobleman ca me to the door, 
followed by a gentleman in mourning, to whom | 
| heard e you may cepend on my good e 
his 
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This aſſurance was anſwered by a low bow of the 
perſon in black, who turning to go away, diſco- 
vered to me the individual countenance of my old 
friend and adherent Strap. I was fo much aſtoniſhed 
that I loſt the power of utterance, and before I 
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could recolle& myſelf, he was gone, without tak- - 


ing any notice of me. But I took the fu ſt oppor- 


tunity of aſking the porter if he knew the gentle- 


man to whom the Marquis ſpoke. The Swits told 


me his name was Monſieur d'Eftrapes, that he had 
been valet de chambre to an Engliſh gentleman 
lately deceaſed, and that he was very much regard- 
ed by the Marquis for his fidelity to his maſter, be- 


tween whom and that nobleman a very intimate 


friendſhip had ſubſiſted. Nothing could be more 


agreeable to me than this intelligence. I went to 


his lodging, and only deſired the ſervant of the 
houſe, to tell Monſieur d'Eſtrapes, that I begged 
the honour of half an hour's converſation with him. 
When I entered his chamber, he returned my bow 
with great civility, and endeavoured to diſguiſe 


his fear. I told him (in French) I had buſineſs for 


his private car, and the valet being withdrawn, 


aſked if his name was d'Eſtrapes, to which he an- 


ſwered, with a faultering tongue, The ſame at 


your ſervice, I then defired he would do me the. 
honour to [ook at me, which be no ſooner did, 


than he ſtarted back and cried in Engliſh, O Jeſus! 
ſure it can't! No, 'tis impoſſible ! 1 ſmiled at his 


interjections, ſaying, I ſuppoſe you are too much of 


a gentleman to on your friend in adverfity. When 


he heard me pronounce theſe words in our own 
language, he leaped upon me in « tranſport of joy, 


hung about my neck, and blubbered like a great 
[ ſcheol boy who has been whipt. 


y 
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Then obſerving 
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my dreſs, he ſet up his throat, crying, O L—d ! 
O L—d! that ever I ſhould live to ſee my deareſt 
friend reduced to the condition of a foot ſoldier in 
the French ſervice! Then wringing my hand, he 
faid, it makes my heart bleed to ſee you in that 
garb! Come, you ſhall dine with me, and | will 
tell you ſomething you will be glad to hear ; with 
tears in his eyes, than he ran to the che of draw- 
ers, and taking out ſome linen, preſented to ine a 
very fine ruffled holland ſhirt, and cambrick neck- 
cloth, aſſuring me, he had three dozen of the ſame 
kind at my ſervice. _ | 
. Alter dinner, I defired to know the particulars 
of his peregrination, and he ſatisfied me in a few 
words by giving me to underſtand that he had liv- 
ed a year at Paris with his maſter, who having ac- 
quired the language, as well as the faſhionable 
exerciſes, made the tour of France and Holland, 
during which excurſion he was ſo unfortunate as to 
meet with three of his own countrymen on their 
travels, in whoſe company he committed ſuch ex- 
ceſſes, that his conſtitution failed, and he fell into 
a conſumption ; that þy the advice of phyſicians he 
went to Montpelier for the benefit of good air, 
and recovered ſo well in fix weeks, that he return- 
ed to Rheims, ſeemingly in good health, where he 
was carried off in ten days, to the unſpeakable ſor- 
row of all who knew him, and eſpecially of Strap, 
who had been very happy in his ſervice, and given 
ſuch ſatisfaction, that his maſter on his death-bed, . 
recommended him to ſeveral perſons of diftinc- . 
tion, for his diligence, ſobriety, and affection, and 
left him by will, his wearing apparel, gold watch, MW 
ſword, rings, ready money, and all the moveables by 
he had in France, to the value of three hundred g. 
Ws, 5 5 pounds, 
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 RODERICK RANDOM. 7 
| pounds, which I now (ſaid he) in the fizht of God 
and man, ſurrender to your abſolute diſpoſal. My. 


; brain was almoſt turned with this ſudden change of 
wy fortune, which I could ſcarcely believe real; how- 


"1 ever, I poſitively refuſed this profffr of my friend, 

b and put him in mind of being a ſoldier; at which 
; he ſlarted,fcrying, Gadſo ! that's true; we muſt pro= 
cure your diſcharge. In the mean time, we en- 
5 joyed ourſelves over a bottle of Burgundy, and ſpent 

the evening in Concerting ichemes for our future 
conduct. © 1 . 1 | 

Early in the morning, I went to my friend, who 
addreſſed me in theſe words ; Well, Mr. Random, 
a lucky thought may came into a foo!'s head, ſours, - 
times. As we have not money ſuſacient to main- 
tain us during a tedious expectation, it is my opi⸗ 
nion, that a hold puſh muſt be made ; and I ſee 
tione fo likely to ſucceed as your appearing in the 
character of a gentleman (which is your due) and 
making your addrefles to ſome lady of fortune who 
can render you independent at once. 1 have clothes 
in my poſſeſſion, that a Duke need not be aſhamed 

| to wear. Let us take a trip to Paris, and ſet out 
for England, where I intend to do myſelf the ho- 
hour of aitending you in quality of valet. This 
will fave you the expence of a ſervant, ſhaving. 
and dreſſing ; and I doubt not but by the bleſſing of 

God, we ſhall bring matters to a ſpeedy and for- 
tunate iſſue, Extravagant as this propoſal was; 1 
liſtened to it with pleaſure, becæuſe it flattered my 
vantty, and indulged a ridiculons hope J began to 
entertain of infpiring Narciſſa with a mutual flame. 

now put on the gentleman of figure, attended | 
my honeſt friend, who was contented with the 


eg 


ation of my valet. I viſited the Louvre, examin- | - 
- F | 
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ed the gallery of Luxemburg, and appeared at 
Verſailles. . During the month I ſpeat at Paris,] 
went ſev-ral times to court, the italiangopera, and 
play- houſe, danced at a maſquerade, and law every 
thing remarkable in and about that capital. After 
which we ſet out for England by the way of 
Flanders, | paſſ-d through Bruſſels, Ghent, and 
Bruges, and took ſhipping at Oltend, from whence MI. 
in fourteen hours we arrived at Deal, hired a poſt- | 
Chaiſe, and in twelve hours more got ſafe to Lon- 
don. . RY 
As ſoon as we,alighted at the inn, I difpatched il | 
Strap ro inquire about my uncle, at Wapping ; 
and he rętutned with an account of his having gone 
recen, mate of a merchant-ſhip, after a long and 
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{ 
| 
unſucceſsful attendance at the admiralty; where Ml | 
k 
0 
n 


the intereſt he depended upon, was not ſufficient to 
reinſtate him, or recover the pay that was due to 
kin when he quitted the Thunder. 
My next care was to introduce myſelf into a ſet 
of good acquaintanee ; for which purpoſe, I fre- 
quented the Bedtord coffee- houſe, where I got ac- 
quainted with Doctor Wagtail, and ſeveral per- 
ſons of genius and merit, with whom I conſtantly 
aſſociated, and ſpent my time very agreeably. A- 
mong theſe was Mr. Banter, a profeſſed wit, who 
offered to introduce me to a relation of his, the 
- Celebrated Melinda; obſerving at the fame time, 
that the was a reigning toaſt, worth ten thou- 
fand pounds. This piece of information made my 
heart bound with joy, and I diſcovered great ea- 
gerneſs to accept the propoſal /; upon which be 
aſſured me I ſhould dance with her at the next aſ- 
1 | ſembly, if he had any influence in that quarter. 
Hase gave me to underſtand at the ſame time, het 
| - iy 2a | ' ſhe 


* | 
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ſhe was an jncorrigible coquette. who would grant 


the ſame favour to any young feliow in England, 
of a tolerable appearance, merely to engage him 


among the herd of her admirers ; that the was of a + 


cold inſenſible diſpofition, dead 10 every aſſion 


but vanity, and fo blind to merit, that he would 


lay any wager, the wealthieſt fool would carry her 
at laſt. I attributed a good deal of this intelligence 
to the ſatirical turn of my friend, and truited fo 
much to my own accompliſh evuts, as to. believe 


no woman could reſiſt the ardour of my addrgſſes. 


Full of this confidence, I repaired o Hainp- 
ſtead, in company with Billy Chatter, my Lord 
Hobhle, and doctor Wagtail. Here | faw, very 
brilliant aſſembly, before whom I had the honour 
to walk a minuet with Melinda, who charmed me 


with her frank manner of receiving me, and eaſi- 


neſs of behaviour. We fs ind, 
While we advanced together, I obſerved a rival, 
Mr. Bragwell, at one end of the room, encircled 
with a cluſter of beaux, to whom he talked/with 
great vehemence, caſting many big looks at me, 
from time to time: I gueſſed the ſubje& of his 
diſcourſe, and as ſoon as I had handed my partner 


to her ſeat, ſtrutted up io the place where he ſtood, . 


and cocking my hat in his face, demanded aloud, 
if he had any thing to ſay to me. He anſwered 


with a ſullen tone, Nothing, at preſent, Sir, and 


turned about upon his heel. Well, (faid I) you 
know where J am to be found at any time. His 
companions ſtared at one another, and I returned 


to the lady, whole features brightened at my ap- 


proach, and immediately a whiſper ran thro? the 
Whole room; after which, ſo many eyes were turn- 


ed upon me, that I was ready to fink with confuſi- 
F 2 | | on 
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appointment, I will make your tongue confeſs (af: 
ter the breath is out ef your body) that you do not 


biller, that my rival was a true Mileſian, and was 


pointed, where I found a tall raw-boned man, 
. wrapped up in a ſhabby great coat, over which hi 
own hair deſcended in a leathern queue from his 


| with 2 | tarniſhed pointe dEſpagne. He no ſooner 


on. When the ball broke up, I led her to her 
eoach, and, like a true French gallant, would 
have got up behind it, in order to protect her from 
violence on the road; but: ſhe refuſed my offer, 
and expreſſed her concern that there was not an 
empty ſeat for me within it. 

When was ready to go abroad next day, Strap 


brought me a letter directed To Mr. Random, Ejq. 
75e. Which, upon opening, I found contain- 


ed a challenge, couched in theſe very extraordina- 
Ty terms: 

IS = Ra. 
HEREAS I am informed that you make 
love to Miſs Melinda Gooſetrap, This is 


to let you know, that ſhe is under promiſe of mar- 


riage te me; and that I am at this preſent writing, 
at the back of Montague-houſe, with a pair of 
good piſtols in my band, and if you will keep your 


deſerye her as well a as 
Yours, &c. 
Rourk O'Regan, 
J gueſſed -from the ſtile and ſubſcription ef this 


not a little uneaſy at the contents, eſpecially that 
part, where he aſſerts his right to my miſtreſs by 
promiſe,” a circumſtance I did not know how to 
reconcile to her penetration, Howeyer, I immedr 
ately loaded my piſtols, and went to the place ap- 


head, that was covered with a greaſy hat trimmed 


percei 


* 
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perceiving me advancing, than he pulled a piſtol 


from his boſom, and preſenting at me, ſnapt it. 
Alarmed at this rude ſalutation, I made a ſtand, 


and before he could adjuſt his other picce, fired one _ 


of mine at him, without doing any damage. By 


this time he was ready with his ſecond, that flath- - * 


ed in the pan without going off ; Upon which he 
called, with a true Tipperary cadence, Fire away, 


honey. And began to hammer his flint with rear 


deliberation. But | was refolved to make uſe of 


the advantage Fortune had given me; ard ihere- 
fore ſtept up, without throwing away my fire, de- 


firing him to aſk his life, or prepare or another 
world; but the ſtout Hibernian refuſed to conde- 


ſeend, and complained bitterly of my having qui ted 


my ground before he could return my ſhot, ſay- 


jpg, I ought to go back to wy ſtation, and let him 
have an equal chance with me. I could no! tor- 
bear laughing to exceſs, at the ſimplicity of my 


rival, who did not ſeem to reliſh my mirth-; but 


began to be very ſerious : Upon which I took no- 
tice of his dithabille, and profeſſing forrow at ſee- 


ing a gentlemaa reduced, flipt two guineas into his 
hand, at the fight of which, he threw away his. 


piſtols, and hugging me in his arms, cried, Arrah, 
by Jaſus, now, you are the belt friend | have met 


with thefe ſeven long years. When | had ſuffered 


ſome minutes in his embrace, he quitted me, and 


probing up his ruſty arms, withed the devil might 
urn him if ever he ſhould give- me any farther 
trouble about woman- kind. 88 


In the afternoon, I waited on Melinda, who re- 


ceived me with great kindneſs and familiarity, nd 
laughing exceſſively at my adventure with the Iriſh- 


man. Having made ourſelves merry at the e- 


ence 


_ F 
1 — Is N f NN : 
T — +” >» a 0 " l 
* Ls * * NY _—_ — ** 2 v _ Y 
, k ; 2 2 . 8 2 2 e eee SED — 1 
- 3 — n 222 hot. e . 22 8 a : 2 
1 3 L 3 >» 3 e —_— 2 an” Eg 1 ; n Is , . = 7 * why 1 2 . 

. n ö . 7 Nr — * 8 EE © 0 

>" 4 A. 2 — r - a * 3 - 

Ve T — " * I of 


— — — 
— prog 
* | HOW. oi ag ont FORT er feos awry > al — PR 


” — * 
— — Ws — — 
— _— — Ko WY — 
tn SS — = 
* * - „ * * CS 
** — — 
. n 
— — — . 
4 


102 THE ADVENTURES OF 


pence of this poor admirer, I ſeized the opportu- 


' nity of her mother's going out of the room, and in- 


troduced my , own paſſion, which I recommended 


to her with all the ardour and eloquence I was 
maſter of. But ſhe heard every thing I ſaid with- 


out diſcovering the leaſt emotion; and other 
company came in, before ſhe weuld vouchſafe one 
ſerious reply. oe | 

I ſoon became acquainted with a good many 
people of faſhion, and ſpent my time in the modiſh 
diverſions of the towns, fuch as plays, operas, 
maſquerades, drums, aſſemblies and puppetſhews, 
chiefly in company with Melinda. At laſt, finding 
myſelf unable ro ſupport the expence of this amour 
much longer, I was determined to bring the mat- 


ter te a criſis ; and one evening, complained of her 
indifference, and preſſed her to diſcloſe her ſenti- 


ments of matrimony to me. - She let me know 
with a careleſs air, that ſhe had no objection to my 
perſon, and if Icould ſatisfy her mother in other par- 
ticulars, I thould not find her averſe to the match. 


I then waited on the mother, and with great for- 


mality demanded the daughter in marriage: The 


good lady behaved with great ſtate and civility ; 
- thanked me for the honour I intended her family, 


and ſaid, ber lawyer ſhould confer with mine 


npon the matter; and in the mean time, ſhe deſir- 


ca ixyculd favour her with the peruſal of my rent: 


roll. Notwühſtanding the vexation J was under, 


could ſcarce forbcar laughing in her ſace, at the 
mention. of my rent- roll, which was, indeed, a 
ſevere piece of ſatire upon my pretenſions. I 
frankly owned J had vo landed eſtate; and told 
her, that I could not exaQly ſpecify the ſum | was 


- pyaftsr of, but that I would take an opportunity of 
aits!ying her on that head very ſoon. 


[ 
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It was not long before I took my leave, and re- 
turned to my lodgings, perſuaded I had nothing 


more to expect from that quarter. I was confirm» 
ed in this opinion next day, when I went-back, with 


a view of explaining myſelf more fully, and was 


told by the footman that his ladies were not at 
home, although I had ſeen Melinda through the 
blinds of a parlour window, as I went up to the 
door. Incenſed at this affront I quitted the door, 
without ſaying one word, and as I repaſſed the 
parlour, bowed to Miſs, who (till remained in the 
lame ſituation, ſecurely ſcreened, as ſhe thought, 
from my view. VV 

This diſappointment gave me more uneaſineſs on 
Strap's account than my Own ; for I was in ne 
danger of dying for love of Melinda; on the con- 
trary, the remembrance of my charming Nareiſſa, 
was a continual check upon my conſcience, during 
the whole courſe of my addreſſes: and perhaps 


contributed to the bad ſucceſs of my ſcheme, by 
. controling my raptures, ang condemning my de- 


hgn. | 

Baffled hitherto in my matrimonial ſchemes, I. 
began to queſtion my talents for the ſcience of for- 
tune: hunting, and to bend my thoughts towards 
ſome employment under the government. With 
the view of procuring which, I cultivated the ac- 


quaintance of Lords Straddle and Swillpot, whoſe 


tathers were men. of intereſt at court. I found 
theſe young noblemen as open to my advances as [ 


could defire : I accompanied them in their midnight 


rambles, and often dined with them at taverns, 
where I had the honour of paying the reckoning. 
I one day took the opportunity 40 diſcloſe my 
defire of being ſettled in fame ſinecure; and to ſoli- 
et 
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cit their influence in my behalf. Swillpot ſqueezing 
my hand, ſaid, I might depend upon his fervice, 
by Gd. The other ſwore that no man would 
de more proud than he to run of my errands. En- 
couraged by theſe declarations I ventured to ex- 
- preſs an inclination to be introduced to their fa- 
thers, who were able to do my buſineſs at once. 
Swillpot frankly owned he had not ſpoke to his fa- 
ther theſe three years ; but he undertook to make 
me acquainted with the Earl Strutwell, who was 
hand and glove with a certain perſon that ruled the 
roaſt. This offer I embraced with many acknow- 
ledgments, and he carried me to the levee of this 
great man, where he left me in a crowd of fellow- 
dependants, and was uſhered to a particular clo» 
ſet audience; from whence in a few minutes, ke 
returned with his lordſhip, who took me by he 
hand, aſſured me he would do me all the ſervice he 
could, and deſired io ſee me often, I was charm- 
ed with my reception, and waited on him next au- 
dience day, when I was favoured with a particular 
ſmile, ſqueeze of the hand, and a whiſper, ſignify- 
ing that my buſineſs was done, for he had a place 
in his view for me. | 8 

After I had enjoyed a long audience, I happened 
to look at my watch, 1n order to regulate my mo- 
tions by it; and his lordſhip obſerving the chaſed 
caſe, deſired to ſee the device, and examine the 
execution, which he approved with ſome expreſſi- 
ons of admiration. Conſidering the obligations 1 
lay under to his lordſhip, I thought there could not 
he a fitter opportunity than the preſent to manifeſt 
my gratitude ; I therefore begged he would do me 
the honour to accept of the Watch as a ſmall teſti- 


mony of the ſenſe I had ef his lordihip's genereſi - 
he , 


every that had befallen, 
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ty. Rather than diſoblige me, he was perſuad- 


ed to put it in his pocket, to my no ſinall ſa- 
tisfaction, who took my leave immediately, after 


having received a kind ſqueeze, and an injunction 
to depend upon his promiſe. 5 
Buoyed up with my recepti 


corted me to the door, flew to the lodgings of 


Lord Straddle, upon whom I forced my diamond 


ring, as an acknowledgment- for the great ſervice 


he had done me, and from thence hied myſelf _ 
home, with an intent of ſharing my happineſs with 


honeſt Strap. I determined, however, to heighten 


his pleaſure by depreſſing his ſpirits at firſt, and then 
bringing in the good news with double reliſh. For 


this purpoſe, I affected the appearance of diſap- 


pointment and chagrin, and told him in an abrupt 
manner, that I had loſt the watch and diamond. 


Poor Hugh no ſooner heard theſe words, than he 


cried, God in heaven forbid ! J could carry on the 


farce no longer, but laughing in his face, told him 
as above - recited.—- 
His features were immediately unbended, and the 


tranſition ſo affecting, that he wept, with joy, cal- 


ling my Lord Strutwell by the appellations of ſew- 


el, Phcenix, Rara avis, and praiſing God, that 
there was till ſome virtue left among our nobility. 


Intoxicated with my good fortune, I. went to 
Banter, and communicated the whole affair, con- 


cluding with an aſſurance that I would do him all 
the ſervice in my power. He heard me with great 


patience, then regarding me a good while with a 
look of diſdain, pronounced, So, your buſineſs is 
done, you think ? As good as done, I believe, 
(faid I.) Pl tell you (replied he) what will qr 1 
aps 


on, my heart opened, | 
I gave away a guinea among the lacqueys, who ef- 
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ſtill more effectually A halter—'Sdeath ! if I had 
been ſuch a gull to two ſuch ſcoundrels as Strut- 
well and Straddle, I would without any more ado 
tuck myſelf up. Shocked at this excla ation, I 
defired him with ſome confuſion te explain him- 
felf : Upon which he gave me to underſtand, that 
both thefe peers were poor contemptible wretches, 
whoſe word no man could rely on. . 

I leave the reader to judge how I reliſhed this 
piece of information, which precipitated me from 
the moſt exalted pinnacle of hope to the loweſt 
abyſs of difpondence ; and well nigh determined 
me to take Banter's advice, and finiſh my chagrin 

with a halter. | E 
I was ſo confounded that I could make no reply 
to Banter; and began to deliberate with myſelf, 
in what manner I ſhould attempt to retrieve the 
moveables I had fo feoliſhly loft. I would have 
thought it no robbery to take them again by force, 
could I have done it without any danger of being 
detected; but as I could have no ſuch opportuni- 
ty, I refolved to work my fineſſe, and go immedi- 
ately to the lodgings of Straddle, where I was fo 
| fortunate as to find him. My Lord, (faid I) I have 
juſt now recollected, that the diamond 1 had the 
honour of preſenting to you, is looſened a little in 
the ſocket, and there is a young fellow juſt arrived 
from Paris, who is reckoned the beſt jeweller in 
Europe ; I knew him in France, and if your lord- 
mip will give me leave, will carry the ring to him 
to be ſet to rights. His Lordſhip was not to be 
caught in this ſnare ; he thanked me for my offer, 
and let me know, that having himfelf obſerved the 
defect, he had already ſent it to his own jeweller to 
be mended, And indeed, by this time, 85 
\ 0 | le ve 
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lieve it was in the jeweller's hands, though not in 
order to be mended, for it ſtood in no need of al- 
teratfon. . 8 | SOT | 

My money now decreaſed apace, and poverty 
flared me full in the face, when one day Banter 
conducted me to a gaming houſe under the piazgis 
in Covent Garden, which we entered, and hav- 
ing delivered our ſwords to a grim fellow, who de- 
manded them at the foot of the ſtair-caſe, aſcerid- 
ed to the ſecond ſtory, where I ſaw multitudes of 
people ſtanding round two gambling tables, loaded 
in a manner, with gold and filver. Before I would 
venture any thing, I conſidered the company more 
particularly, and there appeared ſuch a groupe of 
villainous faces, that I was ſtruck with horror and 
aſtoniſhment at the ſtght ! I ſignified my ſurpriſe 
to Banter, who whiſpered in my ear, that the bulk 
of thoſe preſent were compoſed of ſharpers, high- 
waymen, and apprentices, who having embezzled 
their maſters cath, made a deſperate puth in this 
place, to make up their deficiencies. This account 
did not encourage me to hazard any part of my 
ſmall pittance ; but at length I began by riſquing 
one ſhilling, and in leſs than an honr, my winning 
amounted to thirty. Convinced by. this time of 
the fairneſs of the game, and animated with ſuc- 
ceſs, there was no need of further perſuaſion to 
continue the play: fo that I moved to the higher 
table, Where J laid half a guinea on every throw, 

and fortune {ill favouring me, I found myſelf, af- 

ter many viciſlitudes, one hundred and fifty guineas 
in pocket. oi EE Tm = SE 
As I marched out with my prize, I happened to 
tread upon the toes of a tall raw-boned fellow, who 
roared out in a tremenduous voice, Blood and 
| | wounds! 
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wounds! you ſon of a whore, what's that for? 1 

aſked pardon with a great deal of ſubmiſſion, but 
the more I humbled myſelf the more he ſtornied, 
provoking me with ſcandalous names that I could 
not put up with: ſo that I gave a looſe to my paſ- 
fion, returned his Billingſgate, and challenged bim 
to follow me down to the piazzas. His indignatt- + 
on cooling as mine watmed, he reſuſed my invita- 
tion, ſaying, he would chooſe his own time, and 
returned towards the table, muttering threats 
which I neither dreaded nor diſtinctly heard; but 
deſcenging with great deliberation, received my 
ſword from the door keeper, whom 1 pratified 
with a guinea according to the cuſtom of the 
place, and went home in a rapture of joy. 

My faithful valet let me in and followed me to 
my chamber, where he ſtood filent like a con- 
demned ctiminal, in expectation of hearing that 
every ſhilling was ſpent. I gueffed the fituation of 
his thoughts, and aſſuming a ſullen look, bid him 
fetch me ſome water to waſh. He replied, with · 
out lifting his eyes from the ground, in my ſimple 
conjeQure, you have more occaſion for reſt, not 
having ( I ſeppoſe) flept thefe four and twenty 
hours: Bring me fone water, (ſaid I in a peremp- 
tory tone;) upon which he, ſneaked away ſhrug- 
ging his ſhoulders. Before he returned I had ſpread 

my whole ſtock on the table in the moſt oftentati- 
ous manner; ſo that when it firſt faluted his view, 
he ſtood like one intranced; and having rubbed his 
eyes more than once, broke out into, Lord have 
mercy upon us, what a vaſt treaſure is here! Tis 
all our own Strap, (ſaid I) take what is neceſſa- 
ry, and redeem the ſword immediately. He ad- 
vanced towards the table, ſtopt ſhort by the way, 
F f looked 


not think fit to let him know the true ſtate of the 
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looked at the money and me h turns, and with a 
wildneſs in his countenance, cried, I dare fay, it 
is honeſtly come by. To remove bis fcruples, I 
made him acquainted with the whole ſtory of my 
ſucceſs, on hearing of which, he danced about the 
room, in an extacy, ſo that 1 was afraid the ſudden 
change of fortune had diſordered his intellects, and 
that he was run mad with joy. 2 
I now found myſelf perfectly at eaſe, and look- 
ing upon the gaining table as a certain refource for a 
gentleman in want, became more gay than ever. 
Although my clothes were almoſt as good as new, 
grew aſhanied of wearing them, becauſe I thought 
every body by this time, had got an inventory of 
my wordrobe. For which reaſon, I bought two 
new ſuits, a plain gold watch, deſpairing of reco- 
vering that which I had ſo fooliſhly given to Strut- 
well. I thought myſelf then at liberty to expoſtu- 
late with his lordſhip, whom I treated with great 
freedom in a letter, for amuſing me with vain 
hopes. Nor vas leſs reſerved with Straddle, who _ 
ſeemed very much enraged at my freedom, talked 
2 greatdeal about his quality and honour, and be- 
gan to make ſome compariſons, which I thought 
ſo injurious to mine, that [demanded an explanation 
with great warmth ; and he was mean enough to 
equivocate, and condeſcend in ſuch a manner, that 
I left him with a hearty contempt of his behaviour. 
About this time Banter, who had obſerved a 
ſurpriſing alteration in my appearance, began to 
nquire very minutely into the cauſe; and as I did 


affair, I told him that I had received a ſmall ſupply 
from a relation in the country, who at the tame 
ime had promiſed to uſe all his intereſt in ſolieit- 


ing 
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ing ſome poſt for me. If that be the caſe, ſaid he, 
per haps vou won't cafe to mortify yourſelf a little 
in making your fortune another way. I haveare- 
lation who is to ſet out for Bath next week, with 
an only daughter, who being fickly and decrepid, 


interds to drink the waters. Her father died about 


a y ear ago, and left her with a fortune of 20,000], 
ur cer the ſole management of her mother, who is 
my kinſw.cman. As they are both unter ſtrangers 
to lite, it is a thouſand to one that the girl will be 
Picked uß by ſome ſconndrel or other at Bath, if ! 
don't provide for her otherwiſe. You are a well- 
locking tellow, Random, and can behave as de- 
bi vrely as a Quaker. Now if you will give me an 
obligation for five hundred pounds, 10 be paid fix 
* ont hs after your marriage, I will put you in a 
method of carrying her in Ipite of all oppoſition. 
This propoſal was too advantageous for me, to 
be refuted: The writing was immediately drawn 
and execuied ; and Banter giving me notice of the 
time when, and the ſtage- coach in which they 


were to ſet out, I beſpoke a place in the ſame con- 


venience; and baving hired a horſe for Strap, who 


was charmed with the project, ſet out accordingly. 
As we took our ſeats before day, I had not the 


pleaſure tor ſome time of ſeeing Mils Snapper (that 
vas the name of my miſtreſs) nor even of perceiv- 
Hg the number and ſex of my fellow- travellers. 
The fiſt five minutes paſſed in a general ſilence, 
when ail of a ſudden, the coach heeling to one 
de, à boiſterous voice pronounced, To the fight 
aud left, cover your flanks, damme! I eaſily dil- 
covered by the tone and matter, of his exclamation, 
that it was uttered by a fon of Mars; - neither was it 
baid 10 eenceive the PEER of another porn 
who 


tion, 
vas it 
r ſon, 
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who ſat oppoſite to me, and obſerved, that we 
ought to have been well ſatisfied of the ſecurity, 
before we entered upon the premiſes. Theſe two 
fallies had not the deſired effect: We continued 
a good white as mute as before, till at length, the 
gencleman of the ſword ſwore. he bad got into a 
meeting of quakers. I believe fo too, (ſaid a ſhrill 
female voice, -at my left hand) for the ſpirit of fol- 
ly begins to move. Out with it then, madam, (re- 
plied the ſoldier.) You ſeem to have no occaſion 


for a midwife, (cried the lady.) D—n my blood! 


(exclaimed the other) a man can't talk to a women, 
but ſhe immediately thinks of a midwife. True, 
Sir, (aid ſhe) J long to be delivered. What! of 
a mouſe, madam? (faid he.) No, Sir, (faid ſhe) 
of a fool. Are you far gone with fool? ſaid he). 
Little more than two miles, (ſaid ſhe.) By Gad. 
you're a wit, madam ! (cried the officer) I with 
could with any {juſtice return the compliment, 
(ſaid the lady.) Zounds ! I have done, (faid he.) 
Your bolt is foon ſhot, according to the proverb, 
(faid ſhe.) The warrior's powder was quite ſpent ; 
the lawyer adviſed him to drop the proſecution, 
and a grave matron told her ſhe muſt not let her 
tongue run ſo faſt among ſtrangers. This repri- 
mand, ſoftened with the appellation of child, con- 
vinced me that the ſatyrical lady was no other 
than Miſs Snapper, and I reſolved to regulate my 
conduct accordingly. Thechampion finding himſelf 


| ſo ſmartly handled, changed his battery, and be- 
You talk of 


gan td expatiate on his own exploits. 
mot, madam, (ſaid he) damme! I have bath 
given and received ſome ſhot in my time. I was 
wounded in the ſhoulder by a piſtol ball at Dettin- 
gen, where I ſay nothing, but by Gd! if it had 
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not been for me, all's one for that, I deſpiſe boaſting, 
G—d d—me! So ſaying, he whiftled one part, 
and hummed another of the Black Joke; then ad- 
dreſſing himſelf to the lawyer, went on thus; 
Woulda't you think it damn'd hard, after having, at 
the riſk of your life, recovered the ſtandard of a 
regiment, that had been loſt, to receive no prefer- 
ment for your pains! I don't chuſe to name names, 
fink me ! but howſomever, this I will refer, by 
G—d, and that is this, a muſqueteer of the French 
guards, having taken a ſtandard from a certain cor- 
net of a certain regiment, damme ! was retreaiing 
with his prize as faft as his horſe's heels could car- 
ry him, damme! Upon which, I ſnatched up 2 
firelock that belonged to a dead man, damme! 
and ſhot his horſe under him, 4—n my blood? 
The fellow got upon his feet, and began to repoſe 
me, upon which 1 charged my bayonet breaſt high, 
and run him through the body, by G—d! One 
of his comrades coming to his aſſiſtance, ſhot me 
in the ſhoulder, as I told you before; and another 
gave me a confuſion on the head with the but end 
of his carbine ; but damme, that did not ſignify. 
I killed one, put the other to flight, and taking up 
the ſtandard, carried it off very deliberately. But 
the beſt joke of all was, the ſon of a b—ch of a 
cornet who had ſurrendered it in a cowardly man- 
ner, ſeeing it in my poſſeſſion, demanded it from 
me, in the front. ot the line. D—n my blood (ſays 
he) where did you find my ſtandard ? (ſays he) 


D—n my blood (ſaid I) where (ſaid J) did you loſe fy 


it? (faid J.) That's nothing to you (ſays he) is 
my ſtandard (ſays he) and by G—d ['l] have it, 
(ſays he.) D- n- ti- n ſeize me (ſays I) if you 


Der 


mall (fays I) till 1 have firſt delivered jt to the of 
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feral (ſays zy and accordingly I went to the head 
quarters after the battle, and delivered it to my 


| Lord Stair, who promiſed to do for me; but I am 


ro more than a poor heutenant ſtill, d—n my 
r 5 
Having vented this repetition of expletives, the 
lawyer owned he had not been requited according 
to his deſerts; obſerved that the labourer is always 
worthy of his hire, and aſked if the promife was 
made before witneſſes, becauſe in that cafe the law 
would compel the General to perform it; but un- 
derftanding that the promiſe was performed during 
2 tete a tete, over a bottle, without being reſtrict- 
ed to time or terms, he pronounced it not valig in 
law, proceeded to inquire into the particulars of 
the battle, and affirmed, that although the Eng- 
iſh bad drawn themſelves into a premunire 10 . 
the French managed their cauſe fo lamely in the 
courſe of the diſpute, that they would have been 
utterly nonſuited, had they not obtained. a noli- 
proſequi. In ſpite of theſe enlivening touches, the 
converſation was like to ſuffer another long inter- 
ruption ; when the lieutenant offered to regale the 
company with a ſong ; and began thus: 
Would you taſk the moon-iy'd hair, 
To your flagrant beau repair;  , 
Where waving with the poppling vow __ 
The bantling tine will ſhelter you, &c.” _ 
The ſenſe of the reſt he perverted as be went on, 


| with ſuch ſurpriſing facility, that J could not help 
thinking he had been at ſome pains to burleſque 
the performance. Miſs Snapper afcribed 11 to the 
true cauſe, name!y ignorance ; and when he aſked 
her how ſhe reliſhed his muſic, anſwered, that in 
her opinion, the muſic and the words were much 
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of a piece. Ol dn my blood! (ſaid he) I take 


that as a high compliment; for every body allows 
the words are damnable fine. They may be 
ſo, (replied the lady) for aught I know, but they 
are above my comprehenſion. Madam, curſe me ! 

cried he) No, not to ſpeak ſenſe neither, (ſaid 


e.) D—n me heart (ſaid he) I'll ſpeak what I 


pleaſe. Here the lawyer interpoſed, by telling him 
there were ſome things he muſt not ſpeak. And 
upon being defired to give an inſtance, mentioned 
Treaſon and Defamation, As for the king, (cried 
the ſoldier) God bleſs him, I eat his hread, and have 
loſt blood in his cauſe, therefore I have nothing to 
ſay to him, but by G-. I dare ſay any thing to 
ans other man. No, (ſaid the lawyer) you dare 
not call me rogue. Damme, for what? ſaid the 
other. Becauſe (replied the counſellor) J ſhould 
have a good :Qion againſt you, and recover. Well, 
well, (cried the officer) if I dare not call you rogue, 
I dare think yqu one, damme! This ſtroke of wit 
he aecompanied with a loud laugh of ſelt-approbe- 
tion, which unluckily did not affect the audience, 
but effectually ſilenced his antagoniſt, who did not 
open his mouth for the ſpace of an hour thereaſter, 
except to clear, his pipes with three hemms, which, 
however, produced hiething. OO 
In the mean time, day breaking in upon us, 
diſcovered to one another the faces of their fellow- 
travellers; and J had the good fortune 10 find my 
miſtreſs not quite ſo deſormed as ſhe had been re- 
reſented. Her head, indeed, bore ſome reſem: 
lance to a hatchet, but the had a certain delicacy 
in her complexion, and a great deal of vivaciiy 
in her eyes, which were very large and black; and 
though the protuberance of her breaſt, when coll 
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ſidered alone, ſeemed to drag her forwards, it was 
eaſy to perceive an equivalent on her back Which 
balanced the other, and kept her body in equili- 
brio. On the whole, 1 thought I ſhould have great 
reaſon to congratulate myſelf, if it ſhould be my 
fate to poſſeſs twenty thouſand pounds encum- 


bered with ſuch a wife. At length. a diſpute happen- 


ed, Which ended in a wager, to be determined by 
me, who was ſo much abſorpt in contemplation, 
that I neither heard the reference nor the queſtion 
which was put to me by each in his turn; affront- 
ed at my ſuppoſed contempt, the ſoldier with great 
vociferation, ſwore, I was either dumb or deaf, if 
not both, and that I looked as if I could not ſay 
Boh to a gooſe. Arrouſed at this obſeryation, I fix- 
ed my eyes upon him, and pronounced with em- 
phaſis the interjection Bob! Upon which he cocked 
his hat in a fierce manner and cried, ,damme, Sir, 
what d'ye mean by that ? Had | intended io an- 
ſwer him, which by the hye, was not my deſign, 
I ſhould have been anticipated by Miſs, who told 
him, my meaning was to ſhew, that I could cry 
boh ! to a gooſe ; and laughed very heartily at my 
laconic reproof. Her explanation and mirth did 
not help to appeaſe his wrath, which broke out in 
ſeveral martial inſinuations, ſuch as I do not un- 
derſtand ſuch freedoms, damme ! D—a my blood! 
I'm a gentleman, and bear the king's commiſſion, 
Sblood! ſome people deſerve to have their noſes 
pulled for their impertinence. I thought to haye 
checked theſe ejaculations by a frown ; becauſe he 
had talked fo much of his valour thai, I had long 
ago rated him an aſs with a lion's ſkin ; but fo far 
from anſwering my expeQation, that he took um 
brage at the contraction of my brows, ſwore he did 
"a Ca Ss not 
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not value my ſulky look a fig's end, and proteſted 
he feared no man breathing. Strap now rode up 
to the coach door, and told us in a great fright, 
that two men on horſeback were crofling the heath, 
and made directly towards vs, Mrs. Snapper now 
began to ſcream, her daughter grew pale, the 
other lady pulled out ber purſe to be in readineſs, 
the lawyer's teeth chattered, and the captain gave 


evident ſigns of confuſion, After having com- 


manded the coachman to ſtop, I opened the door, 
jumped out, and invited the warrior to follow me. 
But finding him backward and aſtoniſhed, I took 
my piſtols, mounted on horſeback, and faced the 


robbers, who were now very near us. Seeing me - 


ready to oppoſe them on horſeback, and Strap 
armed a foot, they reconnoitred us, and went off 
the way they came, at a hand-gallop. I followed 
them as faſt as I could, but not being fo well- 
mounted as they, my efforts would have been to 


little purpoſe, had not the horſe of one of them 


ſtumbled and thrown his rider with ſuch violence 


over his head, that he lay ſenſeleſs, when we came 


up, and was taken without the leaſt oppoſition, 
while his comrade conſulted his own ſafety in flight, 


without regarding the diſtreſs of his friend. In the 
miean time a crowd of people, armed with different 
kinds of weapons came up; and among thereſt a 


farmer, who no ſooner perceived the thief, whom 
we had ſecured, than he cried, there's the fellow 
who robbed me an hour ago, of twenty pounds in 
the canvas bag. He was immediately ſearched, 


and the money found exactly as it had been deſcrib- 


ed: Upon which, we committed him to the charge 
of the countryman, who guarded him to the town 
—ͤ · PPP 
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When I had taken my ſeat in the coach again, 
Miſs Snapper made me a compliment on my be- 
haviour ; her mother too owned herſelf obliged to 
me; and the lawyer told me, I was intitled to a re- 
ward of forty pounds, for having apprehended a 
highway man. The ſoldier obſerved with a coun- 
tenance, in which impudence and fhame ſtruggling, 
produced ſome diſorder, that if I had not been in 
tuch a damned hurry. to get out of the coach}: he 
would have ſecured the rogues effectually, without 
all this buſtle and loſs of time, by a ſcheme which 
wy heat. and precipitation ruined. For my own 
part, (continued he) I am always extremely cool 
on theſe occaſions, So it appeared by your tremb- 
ling (ſaid the young lady.) Death anddamnatien 
{cried he) your ſex protects you, madam; if any 
man on earth durſt tell me ſo much, I'd fend him 
to hell, damn my heart! in an inſtant. So ſaying 
he fixed his eyes on me, and aſked if J had ſeen 
him tremble. I anſwered without hefitation, yes. 
Damme, Sir, ſaid he) d'ye doubt my courage 2 41 
replied, very much. This declaration quite dif- 
concerted him. He looked blank, and pronounc- 
ed, with a faultering voice, Oh! tis very well, 
d- n my bloed! I ſhall find a time. I ſignified my 
contempt of him, by thruſting my tongue in my 
cheek, which humbled him ſo much, that he 
ſcarce ſwore another oath during the whole jour- 


ney. | 


. 


Nothing remarkable happened guring the re- | 


maining, part of our journey, when I waited on 


the ladies to the houſe of a relation, in which they 


intended to lodge, and paſſing that night at the inn, 


took lodgings next morning for myſelf. 
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| The forenoon was ſpent in viſiting every thing 
that was worth ſeeing in the place, which I did in 
company with a gentleman to whom Banter had 
given me a letter of introduction; and in the after- 
noon waited on the ladies. I was received with 
great cordiality, and had the mother's permiſſion 


to conduct them the next day to the long room, which 


we vo ſobner entered, than the eyes of every body 
preſent were turned upon us. The celebrated Mr. 
Naſh, the maſter of the ceremonies, took upon him- 


Telf to expoſe my miſtreſs to the edge of his wit. 


With this view he approached us with many bows 
and grimaces, and after having welcomed Mits 
Snapper to the place, aſked her if ſhe could in- 
form him of the name of Tobit's dog. I was fo 
much incenſed at his inſolence, that I ſhould cer- 
tainly have kicked him where he flood, had not 
the young lady prevented the effects of my indigna- 
tion, by replying with the utmoſt vivacity, his 
name was Nath, and an impudent dog he was. 
This repartee, ſo unexpected and juſt, raiſed ſuch 
ar univerſal laugh at the aggreſſor, that all hisat- 
ſurance was inſufficient to ſupport him under their 
deriſion; ſo that after he had endeavourcd.to com- 
poſe himſelf, by taking fnuff, and forcing a ſmile, 
he was obliged to ſheak off in a very lud erous at- 
titude; while my Dulcinea was applauded to the 
ſkies, for the brilliancy of her witz and her at- 
quaintance univerſally courted, - 125 
Next day I put on my gayeſt apparel, and went 
to drink tea at Mrs: Snapper's. who J found, was 
laid up with the tooth. ach; Miſs therefore was in- 
truſted to my care; Wie ſet out for the Ball- room, 
where we had net been longer than a quarter of an 
hour, when a gemleman came in, leading a 7 
ag 7 A” | dy, 
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I Ee nds 330 donn 
dy, whom I. immegigtely diſcovered to. be the 
adorable Narciſſa! Good heaven ! What were the 
thrillings of my ſoul at that inſtant ! my. refte&l;; 
on was overwhelmed with a torrent of agitation 
my heart throbbed with ſurpriſing. violenge ! 
panted for want of breath, and in jhort, Was ſor 
ſome moments intranced! This firſt tumult ſubſid- 
ing, a crowd of flattering ideas ruſhed: upon my 
imagination : Every thing that was ſoft, .ſenfivle, 
and engaging in the character of that dear, crea- 
ture, recurred to my remembrance, and every fa- 
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| vourable circumſtance of my own qualificationsap- 
peared in all the aggravation gf ſeif-conceit,, to 
| heighten my expectation ! My whole powers being 
| engroſſed in this manner, it may be eaſily imagined 
- how ill I entertained Miſs Snapper, on whom! could 
| not now turn my eyes w> hout making comparitons 
0 very little to her advantage. This miſtreſs of my 


5 ſoul having retired, I diſcovered ſo nuch uneaſi- 
1 , * 4 G 135 ww i\jty Yah + 14 

. neſs, that Miſs Snapper propoſed to go-hame ;.tel- 

1 ling me ſhe had too great a regard tor, me to keep 


- me any longer in torment. I feighed jznotance. gt 
r her meaning, and habing ſeen ber ſately at her 
X lodgings, took my leave, and went home in an ex- 
, taly. Next day I was met by a fentlew map, Who 
- having looked hard at me, cried," O Chnit.! Me. 
© | Random! Surpriſed at this exclamation, 1 ex2min- 
a the countenance of the þerfog who Ipoke,. and 

immediately recognized my old fest ne art And 
it I fellow-fufferer Miſs Williaihs, © DL NGS: 


„las mighrily pieaſed to find'this unforiynate 
_ woman under fuch a decent appearance. She WAS 


np, f = heartily, rejoiced ar the apparent eaſineſs of my 


in I fortune, She then'e&prefſed a deſire to be Acquaint- 
ed with the vicilittudes'ot my Tie ſince we parted. 
. | I ratified 
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I gratified her requeſt, and when I deſcribed my 
fituation in Suſſex, perceived her to attend to my 
ſtory with particular eagerneſs. . Having brought 
my adventures down to the preſent day, ſhe ſeem- 
ed much affected with the different circumſtances 
of my fortune; and faying with a ſmile ſhe he- 
lieved my diftreſſes were nowat a period, proceeded 
to inform me, that the lady whom ſhe ſerved was 
no other than the charming Narciſſa, who had ho- 
noured her with her confidence for ſome time, that 
in confequence of that truſt, ſhe had often repeated 
the ſtory of John Brown, with great admiration 
and regard; that ſhe loved to dwell upon the par- 
ticulars of his character, and did not ſcruple to 
own a tender approbation of his flame. I became de- 
hrious with this piece of intelligence, ſtrained Miſs 


ct FF 


tention, the deſcribed the preſent. ſuuation of her 
miſtreſs, who had no ſooner. come home the night 
befote, than ſhe gloſetiecd. her, and in a rapture of 
joy, gave her to know that ſhe had ſeen me at the 
| ball, where I appeared in the charaRer which ſhe 
Always thought my. gue, with fuch, advantage of 
traiisformation, ther. pnleſs my image had been 
engraven on her heart, it would have been impoſ- 
ble 10 Kndw me for the. perſon, wha. had worn bei 
Sun's lyery Alg, by ihe, kagge of my eyes 
The was aſſured of the. continuance of my pakiion 
For her, and conſequeniJy, of my, being unengag: 
ed ro any other;-and, that. though, ſho did not 


« 
* 
* 


gouby, 1 wouk! {peedily;Jall upon donie method. o! 
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being introduced, ſhe was ſo impatient to hear of 


me, that ſhe (Miſs Williams) had been ſent abroad 
this very, morning, on purpoſe to learn tidings of 
the name and character I at preſent bore. My bo- 
ſom had been hitherto a ſtranger to ſuch a flood of 
joy as now ruſhed upon it: My faculties were over- 
borne by the tide: It was ſome time, before 1 
could open my meuth; and much longer ere [ 
could utter a coherent ſentence. At length, I fer- 
vently requeſted her to lead me immediately to the 
object of my admiration : but ſhe reſiſted my im- 
portunity, and explained the danger of ſuch pre- 
mature conduct. L aſſented to the juſtneſs of her 
remonſtrance, and deſired ſhe would aſſiſt mme with 


her advice; upon which, it was concerted between 


us, that for the. preſent, I ſhonld he contented with 
her telling Narciſſa, that in the courſe of her in- 
quiries, the couid only dearn my name: and that if 
in a day or two, I could fall upon no other method 
of being made acquainted, the wauld deliver a let - 
ter from me, on pretence of conſulting her happi- 
neſs; and ſay that l met ber in the fireets, and 
bribed. her to that piece of ſervice. 

Ia the afternoon; 1 drank tea at the Beutel Me 
Fronman,. to whom I had been recommended by 
Banter; where I had not fat five minutes, tilt the 


fox-hunter came in, aud by his familiar behaviour, 


appeared to be intimate with my friend. IWaszgat 
firft, under ſome concern, leſt he ſhould recoji:$: 
my; featuees z but when l found:myſelf introduced 


to him as a gentleman froin London; without be- 
ing diſcovered, bleſſed theoppottuniy that brought 


de Mo his company! hoping, that him the courſe 
9: our acquaintance: the would limite mt to bis 


ine 
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the evening together, he grew extremely fond of 
my converſation, aſked a great many chifdiſh queſ- 
tions about France and foreign parts; and ſeemed 
ſo highly entertained with my anſwers, that in his 
eups, he ſhook me often by the hand, pronounced 
me an honeſt fellow, and in fine, deſired our com- 
pany at dinner next day, in his own houſe. We were 


' accordingly very kindly received by him, and 


he-aſked if we choſe to drink any thing before din- 
ner; tho'I'never had more occaſion for a cordial, 
I was aſhamed to accept his offer, which was alto 
refuſed by my friend. When I] entered the dining- 
room. the firtt ohject that ſaluted my raviſhed eyes, 
was the divine Narciffa, bluſh-ng like Avrora, a- 
dorned with all the graces, that meekneſs, inno- 
cence and beauty can diffuſe ! I was ſeized with a 
giddineſs, my kneesrottered, and ſcarce had ſtrength 
enough to perform the ceremony of ſalutation, 
when her brother, ſlapping me upon the ſhoulder, 
cried, Meaſter Random, that there is my ſiſter. [ 
approached her with eagerneſs and fear; but in 
tbe moment of our embrace, my ſoul was agonized 
with rapture! As I had the happineſs of fitting op- 
poſite to her, Efealted my eyes much more than my 
palate, hut all my other appetites were ſwallowed 
up in the immenſi:y of my love, which 1 fed by gaz- 
ing inceſſantly on the delighitul object. Dinner was 
fcarce ended, when the ſquire became droufy, and 
begged: we would allow him to take a ſhort nap. 
He hat not been gone many minutes; when Free- 


man, gueſſing the ſituation of my heart, pretended 


to recollect himſelf all of a ſudden, and ſtarting up; 
begged the lady's pardon: for half an hour, having 
luckily remmbered of an engagement oſtſpme conie? 
quence; ſo ſaying, he wenq away, promiſ.ng to be 


back 
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back in time enough for tea. Now:Þ enjoyed an 
opportunity of diſcloſing the pantings of my ſoul, I 
had not power to uſe it, I ſtudied many pathetic 
declarations, but when I attempred to give them 
utterance, my tonguedenied its office; and the fat 
filent with a down caſt look full of anxious alarm; 
her boſom heaving with expectation of ſomevgreat 
event. At length, Lendeavoured to put an end>to 
this ſolemn pauſe, and began with, It & very ſure 
prizing Madam; there the found dying away, I 
made a full ſtop, while Narciſſa flartiog, -bluſhed; 
and wit h a timid accent, anſwered, Sir? Confound- 
ed at this note of interrogation, I pronounced with 
the moſt - ſheepiſh baſlifulneſs, Madam l to Which 
the replied, J beg pardon, I thought you had ſpoke 
to me. Another pauſe enſued. 1 made anòther effort 
and made ſhift te expreſs myſelf inathis manner: 
ſay, Madam, *tis very ſurpriſing that love ſhould 
act ſo inconſiſtent with itſelf, as to deptive its vo- 
iaries of the uſe of their faculties, hen they have 
moſt occaſion for them. Since the happy occaſion 
of being alone with you preſented itfelf, 1 have 
made many unſucceſsful aitemp:s to declare a paſ- 
ſton for the lovelieſt of her ſex;:a paſſion which took 
poſſeſſion of my foul, while: my: cruel fate compel- 
id me to wear a ſervile diſguiſe, ſo unſuitable tomy 
birih, ſentiments, and let me add, my deſetts; yet 
{vourable in one reſpect, as it furniſhed me wih 
opportunities of ſeeing and adoring your perfeci: 


ons. Yes, Madam, it was then your dear, idea 


entered my boſom, Where it has lived unimpaifed 
in themidft of numberleſs care, and; anĩ mated me 
*ant{t a thouſand dangers and calamities 4+. Mile 
poke thus, ſhe concealed her face with her fan; 
atd when I ceaſed, recovering herſelſ. from _ 
120 | beautiſu 
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beautiful confuſion, told me, that ſhe thought 
herſelf very much obliged by my favourable opini- 
on of her; and that ſhe was very ſorry to hear l 
had been unfortunate. Encouraged by this gentle 
reply, I threw myſelf at her feet, and begged ſhe 
would regard my paſſion: with a favourable eye: 
She was alarmed at my behaviour, intreated me to 
riſe, leſt her brother ſhould diſcover pie in that 
poſture. - Upon this, I roſe, aſſuring her 1 would 
rather die than diſobey her; but in the mean time 
begged her to confider how precious the minutes 
of this opportunity were, and what reſtraint | put 
upon my inclination, in facrificmg them to her de- 
fire. She ſmiled with unſpeakable ſweetneſs, and 
ſaid, there would be ao want of opportunities, 
provided I could maintain the good opinion her 
brother had conceived of me; and I, enchanted 
with ther charms, ſeized her hand, which IL well 
nigh devoured with kiſſes. But the checked my 
boldneſs, and deſired I would not fo far forget my- 
felf or her, as to endanger the eſteem the had for 
me; in ſhort, ſſie mingled ſo much good ſenſe and 
complacency in her reproof, that l became as much 
enamoured of her underſtanding, as I had been be- 
fore of her beauty, and aſked pardonfor my preſump- 
tion with the uimoſt reverence of conviction. Short 
ty after Freeman and the ſquire entered, when I was 
faia to be more circumſpect in my behaviour; but 
ſpentithe evening in the moſt agreeable manner. 


was next morning, as uſual, favoured with 2) 


viſit from my kind and punctual conſidante, Miß 
Williams, who telling me, ſhe was permitted vo re. 
ceive my detters for her miſtreſs; I took up t ſie pen 
immediately, and fold wing the firſt dictates of my 
paſfiom wrote as follows? 

in bd a Deat 


Is 


to 
wat 
uld 


your underſtanding with ravithment, 
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Dear Mapa, 

ERE it poſſible for the powers of utterance, 

to reveal the ſoft emotions of my ſoul ; the 
fond anxiety, the glowing hopes, and chilling fears 
that rule my breaſt by turns; I ſhould need no 
other witneſs than this paper, to evince the purity 
and ardour of the flame your charms have kindled 
in my heart, But alas! expreſſion wrongs my love! 
I am inſpired with conceptions that no language 
can convey ! Your beauty fils me with wonder! 
and your 
goodneſs with adoration! I am tranſported with 
defire, diſtracted with doubts, and tortured with 
impatience! Suffer me then, lovely arbitreſs of my 
fate, to approach your perſon, to breathe in ſoft 


murmurs my paſſion to your ear, to offer the ſaeri- 


fie e of a heart overflowing with the, moſt genuine 
and difinterelted love; io gaze with extaſy on the 
divine object of my wiſhes, to hear the muſie of 
her enchanting tongue ! to rejoice in her ſmiles of 
approbation, and baniſh the molt intolerable ſuſ- 


pence from the boſom of Your enrapiured 


„ Ropexacks > 
Having finiſhed this letter, I committed it to the 
care of my faithful friend, with an. injunction to 


ſecond my entreaty with all her eloquence. and in- 


fluence ; and ſoon after had the unſpeakable happi- 
neſs to receive the following anſwer. from the Clare 
mer of my ſoul, PETE. Ae 
81IR. TR, 

O ſay I look upon you wah. jndiffereccel 
would be a piece of diſſimulation which, I 

thank, no decorum requires, and no cuſtom can 
juſliſy. As my heart never felt an impreſſion that 
my tongue was a ſhamed to declare, I will not ſeru- 
ple 
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ple to own myſelf pleaſed with your paſſion, con- 
fident of your integrity, and fo well convinced of 
my own diſcretion, that I thould not heſitate in 
granting you the interview you deſire, were I not 
overawed by the prying curioſity of a malicious 
world, the cenſure of which might be fatally pre- 
judicial to the reputation of DF On, 
2 Your 


bc: NARCISSA. 


] 


No Anchorite in the extaſy of devotion, ever 
adored a relique with more fervour than that with 
which I kiſſed this inimitable proof of iny charmer's 
candour, generoſity and affeQtion ! | read,at over a 
hundred times; was raviſhed with her confufion 
in the beginning; but the ſubſcription of Your 
Naxcrssa, yielded me ſuch delight as T had never 


felt before! My happineſs was {till increaſed by 


Miſs Williams, who hleſſed me with a repetition 
of her lady's tender expreſſions in mv favour, when 
ſhe received and read my letter. In ſhort, J had 
all the reaſon in the world to helieve that this gen- 
tle creature's boſom was poſſeſſed by a paſſion for 
me, us Warm as mine for her 
I informed my friend of the Squire's conſent, 
with regard to my dancing with Narciſſa at the 
ball, and defired her to'teli her miſtrefs, that I 
would do myſelf the honour of viſiting her in the 
_ afternoon, in conlequence of his permiſſion, when 
I hoped to find her as indulgent as her brother had 
been complaiſant in that particular. Miſs Williams 
expreſſed a good deal of joy, at hearing I was fo 
much in favour with the fox hunter, and ventured 
to aſſure me, that my viſit would be very agreeable 
to 
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to my miſtreſs, the rather becauſe Bruin was en- 
gaged to dine abroad. This was a circumſtance, 
which I ſcarce need ſay,” pleaſed me. I went im - 
mediately to the long- room, where I found him, 
and affecting to know nothing of his engagement, | 
told hin, I would: do myſelf the pleaſure to wait 
upon him in the afternoon, and to preſent his ſiſter 
with a ticket for the ball. He ſhook me by the 


hand, according to cuſtom,” and giving me. to un⸗ 


derſtand that he was to: dine abroad, deſirechme 1 ro 
go and drink tea with Narciſſa. 91 

Every thing ſucceeding thus tomy 8 nente 
ed wr ith incredible patience for the time, ieh no 
ſooner arrived; than I haſtened to the fcene which 
my-fancy had pre- occupied long before. Las th- 
troduced accordingly to the deut ; enchantreſs) whom 
I found accompanied by Miſs Willlamsþwhoy-ofi 
pretence of ordering tea, retired :at-my'approagh; 
This favourable. incident, which alarmed nyhbwhole 
ſoul, diſordered! her alſd. I found myfel{-behutrtz 
ed by an irreſiſtible impulſe, I advanced ilitgbher 
with-eagerneſs and.awe;;. and profit ing bt cm 
fuſion ;that prevail-d.,over) her, claſped uche dar 
ungez in my arms, and. imptinted a;glowing kifetpts 
on her lips, more ſoſt and fragrant than'theidewy 
roſe bud juſt burſting framahe ſtem! Her face 
was in an infant covered with hluſhes, hen eyes 
ſparkled with reſentment. I threw myſelfcar her 
feet, and implored her pardon, - Her loue became 
advocate in my cauſe: her Ivok: ſoftened imo tor- 
gireneſs, ſhe raiſed me up, and chidin, with ſo 
much ſweetneſs of diſpicature, that I was rempred 
to repeat the offence, had. not the c6ming' of a ſer- 
vant with the tea- board, here my R 

| | $1: 9920 > 2900. 
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on. While we were fubje@ to be interrupted or 
overheard, we converſed about the approaching | 
ball, at which ſhe promiſed to grace me as a | 
partner. eie iber j 

The ball-night being arrived, I drefſed myſelf 1 f 
in a ſuit J had reſerved for ſome grand occaſion; 1 
and conducted my angel to the ſcene, Where ſhe iſ 
in a moment eclipſed all her female competitors for ; 
beauty, and attracted the admiration of the whole e 
afſem#ly.. My heart dilated with pride on this c- { 
caſion, when a certain nobleman came up, and il 
honoured us with a very particular compliment, 7 
upon our accompliſhments and appearance; but 1 
his tranſport was ſoon checked, when I perceived n 

his lordſhip attach himſelf with great aſſiduity ro 2 

my miſtreſs. Her brother then pulling me by the e. 

ſeeve, bid me take notice of a lady who fat fron ¶ p. 

inge us, whom I diſtinguiſhed to be Melinda. W {| 

Wounds! Mr. Random, (cried the Squire) is the Þ (| 

not a delicate piece of ſtuff! Sdeath]! I have a good WF af 

mind, if I thought ſhe was a ſingle perſon. Not- te 
withſtending the perplexity I was in, I had reflec- ¶ je 
tion enough to foreſee that my paſſion might ſuffer I h. 

greatly by the preſence-of this lady, who in all 2 
probability: would revenge herſelf upon me for hav - ob 
ing formerly diſgraced her, by ſpreading reports to qu 
my prejudice. I was therefore alarmed at theſe af 
ſympioms of the Squire's admiration ; and for ſome KI 
time did not know what reply to make, when he ne. 
aſked my opinion of her beauty: At length | told IF me 
him that her namie was Melinda, and was: ſaid to W He 
be under promiſe of marriage to a certain Lord. MW vo. 
Ichought this piece of intelligence would have hin- qu 

dered him from entertaining any further thoughts ei 
* | g any Turtner thoug Liv 
of her; but was miſtaken. Ne made light of her 
| engagement, 
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engagement, ſaying, with a ſmile of ſelf-approba- 

* tion, Mayhap ſhe will change her mind; what ſig- 
8 nifies his being a Lord? 1 think myſelf as good a 


a man as e'er a Lord in Chriſtendom ; and I'll ſee 

| if a commoner worth three thouſand a year won't 
if ſerve her turn. This determination ſtartled me. 
My vexation was evident. Narciſſa inſiſted on going 
ne bome ſoon after; and as J led her to the door, her 
on noble admirer, with a look of Janguiſhment, direct- 
le ed to her a profound bow, which ſtung me to the 
0 ſoul. Before ſhe went into the chair, ſhe aſkeæ, 
nd with an appearance of concern, what was the 
at. matter with me? and J could pronounce no more 
ut than, by heaven! I'm diſtracted! I went home, 


ed much dejected, and was ſurpriſed with the appear- 
ance of Miſs Williams: She was extremely affect- 
ed with my condition, begged me to moderate my 
at” paſſion, and follow her ro Narcifla, who defired to 
ſee me, That dear name operated upon me like a 
charm ! I ſtarted np, and was conducted into her 
od apartment, where | found the adorable creature in 
tears! I was melted at the ſighi; we continued ſi- 
lent for ſome time, my heart was too full to ſpeak ; 
her ſnowy hoſom heaved with fond reſentment ; 
al W at laſt ſhe ſobbing cried, What have I done to diſ- 
aV- WW oblige you? My heart was pierced with the tender 


SW quellion! Idrew near with the utmoſt reverence of 
eſe MW affection! 1 fell upon my knees before her, and 
Ne Wl kiſſing her hand, exclaimed, O! thou art all good- 
be neſs and perfection! I am undone by my want of 
old þ merit! I am unworthy to poſſeis thy charms, which 
te Heaven hath deſtined for the arms of ſome more fa- 
01d. vcured being. She gueſſed the cauſe of my diſ- 
hin- quiet, upbraided me gently for my ſuſpicion, and 
oy give me ſuch flattering aſſurances of her eternal 


fidelity, 
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fidelity, that all my doubts and fears forſook mie, 
and peace and fatisfaQtion reigned within my breaſt. 
Next day when I went into the long room, I 
obſerved feveral whiſpers circulate all of a ſudden; 
and did not doubt that Melinda had been buſy with 
my character; but I conſoled 1nyfelt with the love 0 
of Narciſſa, upon which I reſted with the moſt 1 
perfect confidence, and going up to the rowly-pow- { 
ly table, won a few pieces from Lord Qvuiverwit, 


we yobt ons Ss wo 


. 
who with an eaſy politeneſs, entered into converſa- 8 
nion with me, and deſiring my company to the U 
coffee -houſe, treated me with tea and chocolate. v 
He arifully turned the diſcour ſe upon Narciſſa, and te 


.endeavoured by hinting at an intrigue he pretend- b 
ed to be engaged in elſewhere, to learn what con- P 
nexion there was between her and me. But all has | 
finefle was ineffeQtual ; I was convinced of his diſ- i «< 
ſimulation, and gave ſuch haughty anſwers to his w 
inquiries, that high words paſſed between us. The n 
next morning I received the following letter from m 


1 8 pe 
| th 
SIR, ts Ne. | to 


HEN any man injures my honour, let the cl 
difference of rank between us be ever ſo pe 
great, I am contented to wave the privilege of Ten 

my quality, and ſeek repara tion from him on equal I ru 
terms. If you therefore, have ſpirit enough to If th 

ſupport the character you aſſume, you will not fail ih 

to follow the bearer immediately to a convenient gr 

place, where you ſhajl be met by w] 

Pye _—_ _OQuvivenwirt. fl gr 


Finding there was a neceſſity far vindicating the I wi 
reputation of my miſtreſs, as well as for aſſerting i 
| ws, 
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my own honour, I put on my ſword, bid Strap at- 
tend me, and fet out with my conductor. When 
I came within fight of my'rival, his lacquey told 
me, he had orders to ſtop; upon which, 1 com- 
manded Strap to halt alſo, while I walked forward. ' 

I no ſooner approached, than he haughtily re- 
quired me to renounce all pretenſions to Na- iſſa. 
Exaſperated at this propoſal, I unſheathed my 
ſword, ſay ing, Heavens! what title have you, or 
any man on earth io impoſe ſuch terms on mel 
So ſaying, I ruſhed upon him with more eagerneſs 
than addreſs, and received a wound in my neck, 
which redoubled my rage. He excelled me in 
temper as well as in {:i!], and when he perceived me 
beginning to flag, attacked me fiercely in his turn. 
Finding himlelf however better oppoſed than he 
expected. he reſolved to follow his lounge, and 
cloſe with me; accordingly his ſword entered my 
waiſtcoat, on the fide of my breaſt- Bone, and run- 
ning up between my ſhirt and ſk'n, appeared over 
my left ſhoulder : I imagined that his weapon had 
periorated my lungs, and of conſequence, that 
the wound was mortal ; therefore determined not 


| to die unrevenged, I ſeized his ſhell, which was 


cloſe to my breaſl, before he could diſintangle his 
point, and keeping it faſt with my left hand, ſhort- 
ened my own {word with my right, intending to 
run him through the heart; but he received the 
thruſt in the left arm, which penetrated up to the 
thoulder blade. Diſappointed in this expectation, I 
grappled with him, and threw him upon the ground, 
where I wreſted his ſword out of his band, and ſo 
great was my confuſion, inſtead of turning the 
point upon him, ficuck out three of his fore-teeth 
wüh the hilt. In the mean time, our ſervants ran 
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up to ſeparate and aſſiſt us; but before their ap- 
proach, I had diſcovered that my ſippoſed mortal 
wound was only a flight ſcratch. This diſarmed 
me of my reſentment, and I inquired into the fi- 
tuation of my antagoniſt, who remained on the 
ground, bleeding plentifully at his mouth and arm, 
I heiped his footman to raiſe him, and havin 

bound up his. wound with my handkerchief, af 


ſured him it was not dangerous; I likewiſe reſtor- 
ed his ſword, and offered to ſupport him to his 


own houſe. He thanked me with an air of ſullen 
dignity ; and whiſpering to me, that 1 ſhould hear 
from him ſoon, went away, leaning on his ſervant's 


"ſhoulder. 


The news of this duel ſoon ſpread all over 
town, I was viſited by Freeman, who teftified his 
furpriſe at finding me, having been told that Lord 
Quiverwit being dead of his wounds, I had ab- 


ſeonded, in order to avoid the cognizance of the 


law. | 
{ went with this friend to the coffee-houſe, 
where | was ſaluted by a great many of thoſe very 
1 who ſhunned me the preceding day. While 

remained in this place, I received a meffage from 
Lord Quiverwit, deſiring, if I was not engaged, 
to fee me at his houſe. | | 

'F hither 1 immediately repaired, and was con- 
ducted to an apartment, where I was received by 
his lordihip in bed. I would willingly, (ſaid he) 
make you my friend; but as it is impoſſible for me 


to diveſt myſelf of my paſſion for Narciſſa, I am too 


well convinced of your ſentiments, to think we 
ſhall ever agree on that ſubject. I took the liber- 
ty, therefore, of ſending for you, in order to own 
candidly, that I cannot kelp oppoſing your ſucceb 


Wu 
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with that young lady; though at the ſame time, 
I promiſe to regulate my oppoſition by the dictates 
of juſtice and honour :' This, however, I think 
proper to advertife you off, that ſhe has no inde- 
pendent fortune, and if you ſhould even ſucceed in 
your addreſſes, you would have the mortification 


to ſee her reduced to indigence, unleſs you have 


wherewithal to ſupport her; and l am credibly 
informed of your incapacity that way. Nay, I 
will confeſs, that, urged by this conſideration, I 
have actually ſent notice to her brother, of the pro- 
greſs J ſuſpect you have made in her affection, and 
defired him to take his precautions accordingly, 
Alarmed and provoked at this information, I told 
his lordſhip, that I did not fee how he could re- 
concile that piece of conduct with his profeſſion 
of open dealing, and flung away from him in a 
paſſion. | 

As | walked homeward in hopes of hearing from 
my miſtreſs as uſual, by means of Miſs Williams, I 
was ſurpriſed with the waving of a handkerchief, 
from the window of a coach and fix that paſſed by 


mc at full ſpeed ; and upon further obſervation, I 


ſaw a ſer vant on horſeback riding after it, who, I 
knew by his livery, belonged to the Squire. Thun- 
derſtruek with the diſcovery, the knowledge of my 
misfortune ruſhed all at once upon my reflection. 

I guefſed immediately that the ſignal was made by ' 
the dear hand of Narcifla, who being hurried away 


in conſequence of Lord Quiverwit's meſſage to her 


brother, had no other method of relating her diſ- 
treſs, and imploring my aſſiſtance. Frantic with. 
this conjecture, I ra to my lodging, ſnatched my 
piftols, and ordered Strap to get poſt-horſes, with 
ſuch incoherence of ſpeech and diſorder, that the 

O's poor 


ny 
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poor valet, terrified with the ſuſpicion of another 
duel, inſtead of providing what I defired, went 
forthwith to Freeman, who came ſtraight to my 
apartment, and conjured me fo pathetically to ac- 
quaint him with the cauſe of my uneaſineſs, that 
could not refuſe to tell him my happineſs was fled 
with Narciſſa, and that I muſt retrieve her or pe- 
riſh, He repreſented the madneſs of ſuch an un- 
dertaking, and at length diverted me from it. But 
though the hope of hearing from the darling of my 
foul ſupported my ſpirits a little while, l began to 
he very uneaſy, when at the end of ſeveral weeks, 
I found that expeQation diſappointed. In ſhort, 
melancholy and deſpondence took pofſeſſion of my 


horſe, ſet off for and arrived in London, without 
having met with any thing remarkable on the road; 
fave that, while we croſſed Bagſhot Heath, I was 
ſexzed with-a ſort of inclination io retrieve my for- 
tune, by laying paſſengers under contribution. 

The apartment I formerly lived in being unen - 
gaged, 1 took poſſeſſion of it, and next day went 
in queſt of Banter, who received me with open 
arms, in expectation of having his bond diſcharged 
to his liking : But when he underſtood what had 
happened, his countenance changed of a ſudden, 
and he told me, that if he was in my place, he 
would put it out of fortune's power to play him 
fuch another trick, Whenl deſired him to explain 
his meaning, he pointed to his neck, raiſed him- 


the five guineas I had lent him. Five guineas! 
{cried he) Zounds ! had you ated with common 
prudence you might have had twenty thouſand in 
| your 


foul ; and having the good fortune to find a return 


lelf on his tip-toes, and was going away without | 
any further ceremony, when I put him in mind of 
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nov incloſed in one from Freeman. 


wounded in a duel on my account. 
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your pocket by this time. I depended upon five 
hundred from you, as much as if I had notes for 
it in the bank ; and by all the rules of equity, you 
are indebted to me for that ſum. I was neither 
pleaſed nor convinced by his computation, and in- 
fied on my right with ſuch determined obſtinacy, 


that he was fain to alter his tone, and appeaſe my 


clamour, by aſſuring me, that he was not maſter 
of five ſhillings, 
motes good underſtanding among people ; from 


being a dun, I deſcended to be a client, and aſked 


his advice about repairing my loſſes. He counſel» 
led me to have recourſe again to the gaming table, 
where I had ſucceeded ſo well before, and to put 
myſelf in a condition, by ſelling my watch. I fol- 
lowed his directions, and having accommodated him 
with a few pieces, went to the place, where I loſt 
every ſhilling. 


Banter being informed of my bad luck at play, 


told me, that fortune would probably be one dav 
weary of perſecuting me; in the wean time, (ſaid 
he,) here's a letter for you, which I received juſt 
| I ſnatched it 
with eagerneſs, and having opened it, read 


T is with great difficulty, that 1 have ſtolen from 
1 the obſervation of thoſe ſpies, who are ſet over 
me, this opportunity of telling you, that I was 


ſuddenly carried away from Bath, by my brother, 


who was informed of our correſpondence by Lord 


Quiverwit, whom, I fince-underftand, you have 
As I am fulty 


conyinced of your honour and love, I hepe I ſhall 
never hear of fuch deſperate proofs 'of either for- 
the future. Ia 


ſo ſtrictly watehed, that it will 
H 2 „ 


Society in diſtreſs generally pro- 
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be impoſlible for you to ſee me, until my brother's 
fuſpicion ſhall abate, or Heaven contrive ſome 
other unforeſeen event in our behalf. In the mean 
time you may depend on the conſtancy and affecti- 
on of | 
. Your cru | 
Naxrcissa, 
This kind letter afforded me great conſolation : 
I communicated it to Banter, and at the ſame 
time, ſhewed him her picture: He approved her 
beauty and good ſenſe, and could not help owning, 
that my neglect of Miſs Snapper was excuſable, 
when ſuch a fine creature engroſſed my attention. 
I began to be reconciled to my fate, and ima- 
gined, that if I could contrive means of ſubſiſtin 
until my uncle ſhould arrive, that he would enable 
me to do ſomething effectual in behalf of my love 
and fortune. I therefore conſulted Banter about a 
preſent ſupply, who no ſooner. underſtood that I 
had credit with a taylor, than he adviſed me to 
take off two or three ſuits of rich clothes and con- 
vert them into cath, by ſelling them at half price 
to a ſaleſman in Monmouth-ſtreet, I was a little 
| ſtartled at his propoſal, which I thought ſavoured 
a little of fraud; but he obſerving, that in a few 
menths. I might be in a condition to do every body 
juſtice, I was acquitted by the honeſty of my in- 
tention. I ſuffered myſelf to be perſuaded by his 


ſalvo, by Which my neceſlity, rather than my | 


judgment, was convinced; and when I found 
there was no accounts of the ſhip in which, my 
uncle embarked, actually put the ſcheme in prac- 
tice, and raiſed by it five and twenty guineas, pay” 
ing him for his advice with the odd five. b 

| ut 
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But this expedient was in a few weeks attended 
with a conſequence I did not foreſee: ' a player hav= 
ing purchaſed one of the ſuirs which were expoſed 
to ſale, appeared in it on the ſtage, while my taylor 
happened to be preſent. He knew it immediately, 
and inquiring minutely into the affair, diſcovered 
my whole contrivance: upon which he,came to my 


| lodgings, and preſented his bill, which amounted 


to col, Surpriſed at this unexpected addreis, I 
affected to treat him cavalierly, ſwore ſome 
oaths, aſked if he doubted my honour, and, tel- 


ling him 1 ſhould take care who I dealt with for 


the future, bid him come again in three days. He 
obeyed me punctually, demanded his money, and 
finding himſelf amuſed with bare promiſes, arreſted 
me that very day in the ſtreet. I refufed to go to 
a ſponging houſe, where I had heard there was no- 
thing but the moſt fla grant impoſition ; and a coach 
being called, was carried to the Marſhalſea, at- 
tended by a bailiff and his follower.. 

The turnkey gueſſing, from my appearance, that 
I had money in my packet, gave me to under- 
ſtand, that I muſt pay before-hand, for the apart- 
ment I ſhould dwell in. I hired a ſmall, paltry 
bed-chamber, for a crown a week, which, in any 
other place, would not have let at eighteen-pence. 
Having taken poſſeſſion, I ſent for Strap, and my 
thoughts were buſied in collecting matter of conſo- 
lation to that faithful ſquire, when ſoinebody 
knocked at my door, which I no ſooner opened, 
than a young fellow'entered, in very ſthabby clothes 


and marvellous foul linen. After a low bow, he 
called me by my name, and aſked if I had forgot 
him. His voice aſſiſted me in recollecting this per- 

ten, whom 1 ſeon reeognzed to be my old ag- 


1 quaintance 


— 
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quaintance beau Jackſon, of whom mention is 
made in the former part of iny memoirs. I faluted 
him, and condoled with hin on his preſent ſitua- 
tion; which however, did not ſeem to affect him 
much, Strap foon after came to me, and we din- 
ed together; when I deſired him to pack up all 
our things, and carry them to ſome cheap lodging. 
1 likewiſe recommended to him the keeping my 
misfortune ſecret, and ſaying to my landlord, or 
any other who ſhould inquire for me, that I was 
gone into the country for a few weeks; at the 
ſame time I laid ſtrong injunctions upon him to call 
every ſecond day upon Banter, in. caſe he ſhould 
receive any letters for me from Narciſſa, by the ca- 
nal of Freeman; and hy all means to leave a direc- 
tion for himſelt, at my uncle's lodgings in Wapping, 
by which I might be found when my kinſman thould 

ne. if iind L149 

When he departed to execute theſe orders, I 
found myſelf ſo little ſeaſoned to my ſituation, that 
I greaded reflection, and fought ſhelter: from :t in 
the company of the beau, who, promiſing torre- 
gale me with a lecture upon taſte, conducted me to 
the conimon ſide, where I ſaw a number of naked 
miſerable wretches aſſenibled together. We had 
not heen here many minutes, when a figure appear- 
ved, wrapped in a dirty rug, tied about his loins 
with two pieces of liſt, of different colours, knot- 
tel together; having a black buſhey beard, and his 
head covered with a huge waſscof brown periwig. 
-which ſeemed to-have been raviſted ſrom the crown 
of ſome ſcares crm. Thislapparition ſtalking in 
Wilk greätlſoſemniiy, made a profound bow tothe 
audience, who, ſignified their! approbation by a 

geneta! reſponſe. ol how dye do, ftaftor * 
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Le thappy lovers, fly where pleaſures call. 
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then turned towards us, and honoured Jackſon 


with a particular ſalutation; upon which my friend 
introduced him to me, by the name of Mr. Mele- 


poyn. This ceremony being over, he advanced 


into the middle of the congregation, and pronoune- 
ed a very elegant and i ingenious diſcourſe upon the 
difference between genius and, taſte, illuſtrating 


his aſſertions with apt quotations from the beſt au- 


thors, antient as well as modern. When he had fi- 


niſhed his harangue, he bowed to the ſpectators; 


not one of whom underſtood a ſentence of what he 
uttered... I underſtood alſo, that he was an excellont 


poet, and had compoſed :a' tragedy, and other 


pieces in verſe and proſe. Among others I was par- 
ticularly pleaſed with ſome elegies, in imitation 
of Tibullus; one of which [ beg leave to eee 


to the reader. - 5 7 | : 12289 


IS 6h 2 is a 


WHERE. now. are all, my datt ring dreams: of | 
Jarduos ay TH $10; 

Monimia gives my foul. -her wanted reſt Tb 
vince firſt thy beauty fix'd my raving eye. +5? 
Heart-gnawing. cares corrade my penſive —_— 


* 


ua 


With feſtiye ſongs beguile the fle eting hour; 
Lead ber uty 4hro' the mazes of the bal. 
Or preis her wanton in love's roſeate bow. 


For me no more 1 range th? empirpled: mead, | 


Where ſhepherd pige, and vir gihsdance artund; 


Nor wander thro' the woodbine's fragrant hade, 


To hear the muſic of the'igroves reſound. 


Fil ſeek: fome lovely chureh, gr dreaty hall, 


© Where fancy paints the glinno ring taper i hlue, 
Where damps hang mould'ring on the iv y/ab wall; 
e ſheeted ghoſts ae up che mienight dew:; 

f There 
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There, leagu'd with hopeleſs anguiſh and deſpair, 
A while in filence o'er my fate repine ; 
ben with a long farewel to love and care, 
To kindred duſt my weary limbs conſign. 
Wilt thou, Monimia, ſhed a gracious tear 
On the cold grave where all my forrows reſt ? 


Wilt thou ftrew flow'rs, applaud my love ſincere, 
And ood! the turf lie light upon my breaſt ? 


—_—— 159 — 4.6 te th * 


I was wonderfully: affected with this oathetic 
complaint, which ſeemed fo well calculated for ; 
my own diſappointment in love, that I could not ; 
help atracl:ing the idea of Narciſſa to the name of ; 
Monimia, and forming ſuch ſad 'prefages of my l 
8 that I could not recover my tranquillity, | 

T revered greatly Mr. Melopoyn's genius, and 
was ſeized with an eager curioſity to know the par- c 
ticularevents of a fortune ſo unworthy of his merit. 0 
At this inſtant Stfap returned with a bundle of 
clothes, which I tent with my compliments to Mr, | 
Melopoyn, as a ſmall token of my regard, and de- ; 
fired the favour of his company to dinner. He ac- 7 
cepted my preſent and invitation, and in leſs than 
halt an hour made his appearance in a decent dreſs, 
which altered his figure very much to his advan- 
tage. I perceived by his countenance, that his 
heart was hig with gratitude, and endeayoured 10 
prevent his acknowledgments, by aſking pardon 
for the liberty I had taken; he made no reply, but f 
with an aſpeR full of Admira tion and eſteem, bow- | 
ed to the ground, white the tears guſhed from his » 
eyes. Affected with theſe. ſymptoms of an ingeni- 1 
ous mind, I ſhifted the converſation from this ſub- 
ject, and complimented him on his tragedy and 
other pieces | had read, which J affured him, Ln 

forde 
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forded me infinite pleaſure. - My approbation made 
him happy. Dinner being ſerved, and Jackſon ar- 


rived, I begged their per miſſion for Strap to fit at 
tahle with us, after having informed them, that 


he was a perſon to whom I was extremely oblig- 
ed; they were kind enough to grant that favour, 


and we eat together with great harmony and ſatis- 


faction. , . | 


Notwithſtanding all I had ſuffered from the 
knavery and ſelfiſhneſs of mankind, I was amazed, 


and incenſed at that baſe indifference which ſuffer- 
ed ſuch uncommon merit as Melopoyn poſſeſſed, . 
to languiſh in obſcurity, and firuggle with all the 


miſeries of a loathſome jail z and ſhould have bleſſ- 
ed the occaſion that ſecluded me from ſuch a per- 
fidious world, had not the remembrance of the a- 
miable Narciſſa preſerved my attachment to that 
ſociety of which ſhe conſtituted a part. In vain 
did I fly for reſuge to the amuſements of the place, 
and engage in the parties of Jackſon, at cards, bil- 
liards, nine pins, and fives; a train of melancholy 
thoughts took poſſeſſion of my foul, which even 
the converſation of Melopoyn could not divert. 1 
ord ed Strap to inquire every day at Banter's lodg- 
ingo, in expectation of hearing again ſrom my char» 
mer; and my diſappointment, conſiderably aug- 
mented my chagrin, My affectionate valet was 
infected with my ſorrow, and. oſten ſat with me 


whole hours without ſpeaking, utiering ſigh for 
ſigh, and ſhedding tear for tear. This tellowfhip 


increa ſed our diltemper ; he became incapable of 
buſinels, and was diſcarded by his maſter; while 


| ering my money melt away, without any certain- 


ty of deliverance, grew negligent. of lite, Joſt all 
appetite, and degenerated into ſuch a ſloven, that 
| during 
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during the ſpace of two months, I was neither 


waſhed, ſhifted, nor ſhaved; ſo that my face was 


obſcured with dirt, and overſhadowed with hair, 
and my whole appearance ſquaiid and even fright- 
ſal; when, one day, Strap brought me notice, 
that there was a man below who wanted to [peak 
with me, Rouſed at this intelligence, I ran down 
ſtairs, and found to my infinite ſurpriſe, my gene- 
Tous uncle Mr. Bowling! Tranſported at the fight, 
I ſprang forward to embrace him. Upon which he 
_ » cried, Avaſt, brother, avaſt! ſheer off —Yo ho! 
you turnkey, why don't you keep a better look 
aut ? here's one of your crazy prifoners broke from 


his laſhings, I ſuppoſe. I could not help laugh- 


ing heartily at his miſtake, which I ſoon rectified 
by my voice, which he inſtantly recollected, and 
ſhook me by the hand with great affection, teſtify- 
ing his concern at ſzeing me in ſuch a miſerable 
condition. 1 10 | 5 
conducted him to my apartment, where he let 
me know, that he was juſt arrived from the coaſt 
of Guinea, after having made a ſucceſsſul voyage, 


in which he had acted as mate, until the ſhip was 


attacked by a French privateer; that the captain 
being killed during the engagement, he had taken 
the command, and was ſo fortunate as to fink the 
enemy; after which he fell in with a merchant ſhip 
from Martinieo, laden with ſugar, indigo, and 
filver ; and by virtue of his letter of marque, at- 


tacked, rock, and brought her ſafe into Kinſale in 


- Ireland, where ſhe was condemned as a lawful 


Prize; by where means he had not only got a 


large ſum of money, but alſo acquired the favour of 
his owners, who had already conferred upon him 
the command of a large ſhip, mounted with twen- 

| ty 


ty nine-pounders, ready to fail upon a very advan- 
tageous voyage, which he was not at liberty to diſ- 
cover. | | \ 

was rejoiced beyond meaſure, at this account 
of his good fortune ; and, at his defire, recounted 
all the adventures that had happened to me ſince 
we parted. When he underſtood the particulars 
of Strap's attachment to me, he ſqueezed his hand 
very cordially, and promiſed to make a man of 
him ; and giving me ten guineas for my preſent oc- 
caſion, took a direction for the taylor who arreſted 
me, and went away, in order to diſcharge the debr, 


telling me at parting, that he would ſoon fetch up 


all my lee-way with a wet fail. : 

This beneficent kinſman ſoon after ſatisfied my 
creditor, and obtained an order for my diſcharge, 
fo that I was no longer a priſoner ; but as I] had 
ſome reluCtance to part with my friends in diſtreſs, 
| prevailed upon Mr. Bowling to favour us with, his 
company, and invited Mr. Melopoyn and Jackſon 
to ſpend the evening at my apartment, were I re- 
galed them with a upper, good wine, and the news 


| of my releaſe, on which they heartily congratu- 


lated me, notwithſtanding the loſs of my compa- 
ny, which they were pleaſed to ſay, they would ſe- 
verely feel. As for Jackſon, his misfortune made 
ſo little impreſſion on himſelf, and he was altoge- 
ther ſo looſe, indifferent and indiſcreet, that I could 
ſcarce pity his fituation : But [ had conceived a ve- 
neration and friendſhip for the poet, who was in all 
reſpects, an object much more worthy of compaſ- 


ſion and regard, When our gueſts withdrew, and 


my uncle had retired, with an intention to viſit 
me next morning, I made up a bundle of ſome linen 
and other neceſſaries, and bidding Strap carry them 

. io 
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to Mr. Melopoyn's lodging; went thither myſelf, 
and preſſed it upon his acceptance with five guineas, 
which with much difficulty he received, aſſuring 
me at the ſame time, that he ſhould never have it 
in his power to make ſatisfaction. I then aſked if 
I could ſerve him any other way, to which he an- 
ſwered, You have already done too much,” and 
unable to contain the emotions of his ſoul any 
longer, burſt into tears, and wept aloud. Moved 
at the practacle, I left him to his repoſe, and when 
my uncle returned in the morning, repreſented his 
character in ſuch a favourcble light, that the ho- 
neſt ſeaman was affe ed with his diſtreſs, and de- 
termined to follow my example, in preſenting him 
with five pieces more. Upon which, that I anght 
fave him ſome confuſion, I adviſed Mr. Bowling to 
ine loſe it in a letter io be delivered by Strap, after 
we thould be gone. | 
This was accordingly done, I took a formal leave 
of all my acquaintances in the jail. The coach- 
man was ordered to drive to Mr. Bowling's lodgings, 
where, when we arrived, he entered into a ſerious 
diſcourſe with me, and propoſed that I ſhould fail 
with him in quality of his Surgeon ;1n which caſe 
he would put ine on a method of getting a fortune 
in a few. years, by my own induftry ; and aſſured 
me, that I might expect to inherit all that he ſhould 
die poſſeſſed of, provided | ſhould ſurvive him. 
I accepted his offer, and he carried me immediately 


to his chief owner, with whom a bargain was | 


ſtruck. That I might not have time to cool, he bid 
me draw out a lift of medicines for a compliment 
of five hundred men, adapted ie the diſtempers of 
hot climates, and ſufficient ſor a voyage of 19 
months, - and carry it to a certain wholeſale 
7 N apothecary, 
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apothecary, who would alſo provide me in two - 


well-qualified mates. While | was thus employed, 
Strap came in, and looked very blank, when he 
underſtood my reſolution : However, after a pauſe 
of ſome minutes, he inſiſted upon going along with 
me; and at my deſire was made ſhip's ſteward by 
captain Bowling, who promiſed to be at the ex- 
pence of fitting him out, and to lend him two hun- 
dred pounds to purchaſe an adventure. | 
When Thad delivered my li of medicines, my 
uncle told me, that by his laſt voyage, he had 
cleared three thouſand pounds, one thouſand he 
put into my hands; and procured me credit for as 
much more, in goods that would turn to the befl 
account. X I | 
Without troubling the reader with an account 
of the effect which this generofity had upon my 
mind, I ſhall only ſay, that his promiſes were in- 
ſtantly performed, and an invoice of merchandiſe 
proper for the voyage preſented to me, that I might 
purchaſe the goods, and ſhip them with all expe- 
dition, The next day | ſet out with Strap in a 


| poſt-chaiſe for Graveſend, where we went on 


board, and the wind ſerving, weighed anchor in 
Jeſs that 12 hours. Without meeting with any ac- 


cident, we got as far as the Downs, where we 


were obliged to come to an anchor, and wait for 
an eaſterly wind to carry us out of the Channel. 
In eight weeks we made the land of Guinea, 
near the mouth of the river Gambia, and trading 
along the coaſt as far to the ſouthward of the Line 
as Angola and Bengula, in leſs than fix months 
diſpoſed of the greateſt part of our cargo, and pur- 
chaſed four hundred negroes, my adventure har- 
ing been laid out chiefly in gold duſt. 


= 


Our 


* 4 
j ; 
1 
4 
_ [1 
<5" 
[7 8 
3M 
f | 
F 
| TA 
* 4. 
x 
1 
1% ; 4 
8 
N 
1 «of 
* 
b . 1 
"+ 
* "7 
- 1: Ui 
l 
37h 
30 
. 
2 
b 
4 
b 5 — 
5 
5 
* 


P nt EO LS 


at — * 
q * — : En 
—  —— 


146 THE ADVENTURES OF 


Our compliment being made up, we took our 
departure from Cape Negro, ard arrived in the 
Rio de la Plata in fix weeks, having met with no- 
thing remarkable in our voyage. Having produc- 
ed our pa ſſport to the Spaniſh governor, we were 
reccived with great courteſy, fold our flaves in a 


very few. days, and could have put off five times 


the number at our own price, being obliged to 
ſmuggie the reſt of our merchandiſe, conſiſting of 
European bale goods, which however we made 
Mift to diſpoſe of at a great advantage. 

Our ſhip being freed from the diſagreeable lad- 
ing of Negroes, ſince our ieaving the coaſt of Gui- 
nea, 1 began to enjoy myſelf, and breathe with 


_ _ pleaſure the pure air of Paraguay. It was in this 


delicious place, that I gave myſelf entirely up to 
the thoughts of my dear Narciſſa, whoſe image ſtill 
kept ſull poſſeſſion of my breaſt, and whoſe charms, 


enhanced by abſence, appeared to my imaginati. 


on, if peſſible, more engaging than ever. [ 
calculated the profits of my voyage, which even 
exceeded my expectation ; reſolved to purchaſe a 
handſome ſinecure upon my arrival in England, 


_ and if I ſhovld find the Squire as averſe to me as 


ever, marry his ſiſter by ſtealth ; and in eaſe our 


family ſhould encreaſe, rely upon the generoſity of 
my uncle, who was by this time worth a confidc- 


Table ſum. "= 
While I amuſed myſelf with theſe agreeable pro- 


jects, we were much careſſed by the Spaniſh gen- 
tlemen, who frequently formed parties of pleaſure | 


for our entertainment. Among thoſe who ſigna- 
lized themſelves by their civility to us, there was 
one Don Antonio de Ribera, a very polite young 
gentleman, with whom I had contracted an inti- 
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mate friendfſiip, who invited us one day to his 
conniry-houſe, and as a further inducement to our 
compliance, promiſed to procure for us the com- 
pany of an Engliſh ſignor, who had been ſettled _ 
in thoſe parts many years, and acquired the love 
and efleem of the whole province by his e 
good ſenſe, and honourable behaviour. | 
We accepted his invitstion, and ſet out for his 
Villa, where we had not been longer than an hour, 


when the perſon arrived, in whoſe favour I had 


been ſo much prenoſjeſled. He was a tall man, 
remarkable well ſhaped, of a fige mein and appear- 
ance, commanding reſpect, and ſeemed to be turn- 
ed of forty ; the features of his face were ſaddened 
with a reſerve and gravity, which in other coun- 
tries would have been thought the effect of melan- 
choly; but here, appeared to have been contraQ- 
ed by his commerce with the Spaniards, who are 
remarkable for that feverity of countenance. Un- 
deritanding from Don Antonio, that we were his 
countrymen, he ſaluted us all round very complai- 
ſaniiy, and fixing his eyes attentively on me, ut- 
tcred a deep ſigh. I had been ſtruck with a pro- 
found veneration for him at his firſt coming into 
the room; and no ſooner obſerved this expreſſion. 
of his ſorrow, directed, as it were, in a partieular 
manner to me, than my heart took part in his 
grief, I ſympathized involuntarily, and ſighed in my 
torn, Having aſced leave of our entertainer, he 
occoſted us in Englith, profeſſed his ſatisfaction at 
ſeeing ſo many of his country men in ſuch a remote 
place, and aſked the captain, who went by the 
name of Signor Thoma, from what part of Britain 
he failed, and whither he was bound. My uncle 
told him that we tad wo from the river Thames, 
2 | and 


. 
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and were bound ſor the ſame place, by the way of 


Jamaica, where he intended to take in a lading of 


ſugar. 


Having ſatisfied himſelf in theſe and other par- 


ticulars about the ſtate of the war, he gave us to 

underſtand, that he had a longing deſire to reviſit 
his native country, in conſequence of which, he had 
already tranſmitted to Europe the greateſt part of 


his fortune in neutral bottonis, and would willingly 


embark the reſt of it, with himſelf, in our this, 
provided the captain had no objection to ſuch a paſ- 
ſenger. 
I was overjoyed to hear his intention, and inte- 
reſted myſelt to much in his favour, that had he 
been diſap pointed, I ſhould have been very pang? 
py. In the courle of our entertainment, he eyed 
me with an uncommon attachment; I felt a ſur- 
priſing attraction towards him; when he ſpoke, I 


liſtened with attention and reverence ; the digsiy 


of his deportment filled me with affection and awe ; 
and in ſhort, the emotions of my foul, in preſence 
of this ſtranger, were ſtrong and unaccountable. 
Having ſpent the beſt part of the day with us, he 
took his leave, telling captain Thoma. that he 
would hear from him in a ſhort time: He was no 
ſooner gone, than I aſked a thouſand queſtions 
abcut him, of Don Antonio, who could give me 
no other ſatisfaction, than that_bis name was Don 
Rodriguez, that he had lived fifteen or ſixteen years 
in theſe parts, was reputed rich, and ſuppoſed. 10 
have been unſortunate in his younger years, becauſe 
he was obſerved to nouriſh a penſive melancholy, 
even nom the 11me of his fiſt ſettlement ameny 
them; but that nobody had inquired into the 
Cauſe of his ſorrow, in conſideration of his peace, 
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which might ſuffer in the recapitulation of his miſ- 
fortunes, | | ; 

T was ſeized with an irreſiſtible deſire of know- 

ing the particulars of his fate, and enjoyed not one 

| hour of repoſe during the whole night, by reaſon of 
the eager conceptions that inſpired mie, with're- 


gard to his ſtory. Next morning three nales ar- 
1 rived, with a meſſage from Don Rodriguez, deſir- 
7 ing our company, and that of Don Antonio, at 
; his houſe, which was ſituated about ten miles ſur- 
. ther up in the country. I was pleaſed with his in- 


vitation, in conſequence of which we mounted the 
- mules which he had provided for us, and alighted 
O at his houſe before noon. Here we were ſplendidly 
« entertained by the generous ſtranger, who ſtill 
} ſeemed to ſhew a particular regard for me, and 
- after dinner, made me a preſent of a ring ſet with 
| a beautiful amethyſt, the production of that coun- 
y try, ſaying, at the ſame time, that he was once 
; blefſed with a ſon, who, had he lived, would have 
: been nearly my age. This obfervation, delivered 
with a profound ſigh, made my heart throb with 


ze violence; a crowd of confuſed ideas ruſhed upon 
ne my imagination, which, while 1 endeavoured to un- 
NO ravel, my uncle perceived my abſence of thought, 
ns and tapping me on the ſhoulder, ſaid, Oors ! are 
ne vou aſleep, Rory! Before I had time to reply, 
on || Don Rodriguez, with an uncommon eagerneſs of 
215 voice and look, pronounced, pray, captain, what 
io is the young gentleman's name? His name, faid 
aſe my uncle, is Roderick Random. Gracious Pow- 
ly, ers! cried the ſtranger, ſtarting up—And his mo- 
NY ther's— His mother, anſwered the captain, amazed, 


he was called Charlotte Bowling. O bounteous hea- 
cr. | ven! exclaimed Don Rodriguez, ſpringing acroſs 
„ | the 
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the table, and claſping me in his arms, my fon | 
have I found thee again? do hold thee in my 


embrace, after having lolt and deſpaired of fecin;z 
thee ſo long? S0 ſaying, he fell upon my neck, 


and wept aloud with joy; while the power of na- 


ture operating ſtrongly in my breaſt, I was loft in 
_ rapture, and while he preſſed me to his heart, let 
fall a ſhower of tears into his boſom. His utter- 
ance was choaked up a good while, by the agitati— 
on of his ſoul ; at length he broke out into, My te 
rious Providence ! O my dear Charlotte ! there 
yet remains a pledge of our love! and ſuch a 


pledge! ſo found ! O infinite goodneſs ! tet me 


adore thy all-wiſe-decrees! Having thus expreſſ- 
ed himſelf, he kneeled upon the floor, lifted up 
his eyes and hands to heaven, and remained ſome 
minules in a ſilent exſtacy of devotion: I put my- 
ſelf in the ſame.poſture, adored the all- good Diſ- 


poſer in a prayer of mental thankigiving ; and 
when his ejaculation was ended, did homage io. 


my father, and craved his parental bleſſing. He 
hugged me again with unutterable fondneſs, and 
haying implored the protection of Heaven upon my 
head, raiſed me from the ground, and prefented me 
as his ſon to the company, who wept in concert 
over this affecting ſcene. Among the reſt my un- 
cle wringing my father's hand, cried, Brother 
Random, I'm rejoiced to fee you. God be praiſed 
for this happy meeting. Don Rodriguez, under- 
ſtanding that he was his brother-in-law, embraced 
him affectionately, ſaying, Are you my Charlotte's 
brother? alas! unhappy Charlotte! but why ſhould 
I repine ? we ſhall meet again, never mote to part! 
Brother, you are truly welcome. Dear ſon, 1 
tranſported with unſpeakable joy! This day is 
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jubilee ; my friends and ſervants ſhall ſhare my ſa- 
tisfaction. 

While he diſpatched meſſengers to the gentlemen 
in the neighbourhood, to announce this event, I 
was ſo much affected with the rumults of paſſion, 
that I fell ſick, fevered, and in leſs than three 
hours, became quite delirious; ſo that the prepa- | 
rations were countermanded, and the joy of the 
family converted into gr ief and deſpair. Phyſicians 
were inſtantly called, I was plentitully blooded in 
the foot, my lower extremities were bathed in a 


decoction of ſalutiferous herbs; in ten hours after 


I was taken ill, I enjoyed a critical ſweat, and next 
day, felt no remains of the diftemper. During the 
progreſs of this fever, my ſather never quitted my 
bed-fide, but adminiſtered the preſcriptions of the 
phyſicians with the moſt pious care; while captain 


Bowling manifeſted his concern by ihe like atten- 


dance. I no ſooner found myſelf deuivered from 
the diſeaſe, than I bethoug!ht myſeif of my honeſt 
friend Strap; and reſolving to make him happy 
forthwith, in the knowledge of my good fortune, 
told my father, in general, that I had been infi- 
nitely obliged to this faithful adherent; and beg- 
ged he would indulge me fo far as to ſend for him. 

My requeſt was inſtantly complied with, and a 
meſſenger detached to the ſhip. My health being, 


in the mean time re-eſtabliſhed, and my mind com- 
poſed, I began to relith this important turn of my 


fortune, in reflecting upon the advantages with 
which it muſt be attended; and as the idea of my 
lovely Narciſſa always joined itſelf to every ſcene 
of happineſs I could imagine, I entertained myſelf 


now with the proſpect of poſlefling her in that bl 


diſtinguiſhed ſphere, to which ſhe was intitled by 
I 4 her 


— 
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her birth and qualifications. Having often menti- 
oned her name while I was deprived of my ſenſes, 
my father gueſſed that there was an intimate con- 
nection between us, and diſcovering the picture 
which bung in my boſom by a ribbon, did not 
doubt that it was the reſemblance of my amiable 
miſtreſs: In this belief he was confirmed by my 
uncle, who told him that it was the picture of a 
young woman, to whom I was under promiſe of 
marriage. Alarined at this piece of information, 
Don Rodriguez took the firſt opportunity of queſ- 
tioning me about the circumſtances of this affair, 
which when I had candidly recounted, he approv- 
ed of my paſſion, and promiſed to contribute all in 
his power towards its ſucceſs. I was tranſported 
on this occaſion, and throwing myſelf at his feet, 
told him, he had now completed my happineſs ; 
for without the poſſeſſion of Narciſſa, I could never 
be happy. He raiſed me with a ſmile of paternal 
fondneſs; ſaid, he knew what it was to be in love; 
and obſerved, that if he had been as tenderly be- 
loved by his father, as I was by mine, he would 
+ Hot now, perhaps, have cauſe— Here he was in- 
terrupted by a ſigh, the tears ſtocd colleRted in his 
eye, he ſuppreſſed the diQates of his grief, and 
cefired me to relate the paſſages ol my lite, which 
my uncle had told him were manifold and ſurpriſ- 
ing. I recounted the moſt material circumſtances 
of my fortune, to which he liſtened with wander 
and attention, manifeſting from time to time thoſe 
different emotions, which my different ſituations 
may be ſuppoſed to have raifed in a parent's breaſt ; 
and when my detail was ended, bleſſed God for 
Wl the adverſity I had undergone, which, he ſaid, en- 
W larged the underſtanding, improved the heart, 
5 | ſteeled 
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fteeled the Conſtitution, and qualified a yeung 
man for all he duties and enjoymen's of life, much 


better than any education which affluence could be- 
ſto w. | | | 


| When I had thus fatisfied his curioſity, I diſeo- 
vered an inclination to hear the particulars of his 


ſtory, which he pratified, by beginning with his 
marriage, and proceeding to the day of his diſap- 
pearing, as I have related in the firft part of my 
memoirs, Careleſs of life, continued he, and una- 
ble to live in a place where every object recalled 
the memory of ny dear Charlotte, I took my leave 
of you, my child, then an infant, with an heart full 
of unutterable wo, and ſetting out alone, at mid- 
night, for the neareſt ſea- port, got on board a ſhip, 
bound, as | had heard, for France, and bid a long 
adieu to my native country, I went directly to 


Caen, where | was fo lucky as to meet with a Count, 


whom I had formerly known in my travels: With 
this gentieman, I ſet out for Paris, where | was re- 
commended as a tutor to a young nobleman, whom 
J accompanied to the court of Spain. There we 
remained a whole year, at the end of which I quit- 
ted my office and ſtaid behind, by the advice of a 
Spaniſh grandee, who introduced me to another no- 
| bleman, who was afterwards created Viceroy of 
Peru. He inſiſted on my attending him to his go- 
rernmient in the Indies, where, however, by rea ſon 
ot my religion, it was not in his power to make my 
fortune any other way than by encouraging me to 
trade, which I had not long proſecuted when my 
pitron died, and I found myſelf in the midſt of 
irangers, without one friend to ſupport or protect 
me ; urged by this P | ſold my _—_ 
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and removed to this country, the governor 40 which 
having been appointed hy the Viceroy, was my in- 
timate acquaintance. Here, as Heaven proſpered 
my endeavours, during a reſidence of ſixteen years, 
in which my tranquillity was never invaded, but 
by the remembrance of your mother, whoſe death! 
have in ſecret mourned without ceaſing; and the 
reflection of yon, whole fate I could never learn, 
notwithſtanding all my inquiries, Þy means of my 
friends in France, who, aiter the moſt ſtrict exami- 
nation, Tould give me no other account, than that 
you went abroad ſix years ago, and was never at- 
ter heard of. I could not reſt ſatisfied with this 
imperfect information, and though my hope ot 
finding you was but languil, refolved to go in ork 
of you in perſon ; for which purpoſe, | have re 
mitted to Holland the value of twenty thou! End 
pounds, and am in poſſeſiion of fifteen thoutand 
more, with which I intended to embark myſelf on 
board of Captain Bowling, before I diſcovered' this 
a-1azing ſteoke of Provi cence, which you may be 
ure has not altered my intention. 

My father hav: nNZ entertained us with this azrec-' 
able ſketch a“ bis lite, . thdrew, in order to relieve 
Don Antonio, who in his abiegce, had done the 
honours of his houſe; and | was juſt dreſſed for 
my appearance among ine guells, when Sifap ar- 
rived froin the ſhip. 

He no ſosner entered the grand apartment, in 
which [ was, and faw the magniticence of my ap- 
parel, than his ſpeech was loſt in AmAZ2inoi, and 
he gaped in ſilence at the objects that ſurrounded 
him—1I took him by the hand, obſerved that l had 
ſent for him to be a-witnelſs and ſharer of my hap- 


1 and ol him J nad found a father. At 


# T's . 2 


ſome minutes with his mouth and eves wide open, 
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theſe words he ſtarted, and after having continued 


cried, Aha! odds, I know what! go thy ways, 
poor Narcifla, and go thy ways ſomebody elfe 1 


'J 
10 


well Lord, what a thing is love? God help us! 0 | 
þ 
4 


ya 


are all our mad pranks and proteſtations come to 
this? what! and you have fixed your habitation 

in this diſtant land! God proſper you, I find We 
muſt part at laſt, for I would not leave my poor 1 
carcaſe ſo far from my native home, for all the 
wealth of the univerſe! With theſe ejaculations, 
he began to ſob and make wry faces; upon which 
I affured him ot? his miſtake, both in regard to- 
Narciſſa, and my ſtaying in Paraguay, and inform- | 
ed him, as briefly as I could, of the great event 
which had happened. Never was rapiure more 
ludieriouſly expreſſed, than in the behaviour of this 
worthy creature who cried, laughed, whitltled, F 
ſung and danced, all in a breath ; his tranſport 
was ſcarce over when my father entered, who no 
ſooner underſtood that this was Strap, than he i 
took him by the hand, ſaying, Is this the honeſt } 
man who befriended you ſo much in your diſtreſs 2? } 1 
you are welcome to my houſe, and | ſhall foon put 
it in the power of my ſon to reward you for your 
good offices in his behalf; in the mean time, goÞ j 
with us and partake of the repaſt that is provided.) 
Strap, wild as he was with joy, would by no means} $ 
accept of the proffered honòur, erying, God for- 
bid ! I know my diſtance, your worſhip ſhall ex 
cuſe me. And Don Rodriguez finding his modeſtyf 
invincible, recommended him to his Major Domo 
to be treated wich the utmoſt reſpect; while he 0 
carried me into the large ſaloon, where 1 vas prey 


ſented to a numerous compaay, who loaded mY 
wit 
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with compliments and careſſes, and congratulated 
my father in terms not proper for me to repeat. 


ftainment, let it ſuffice to ſay, it was at the lame 
time elegant and ſumptuous, and the rejoicing 

laſted two days: After which, Don Rodriguez ſet- 
- tled his affairs, converted his effects into ſilver and 
gold, viſited and toek leave of all his friends, who 


with confiderable preſents; and coming on board 
of my uncle's ſhip, with the firſt favourable wind, 
we failed from the Rio de la Plata, and in two 
months came ſafe to an anchor if the harbour of 
Kingſton, in the iſland of Jamaica. 


nerous -companion Mr. 'Thomſon ; and hearing 


eſtate left to him by his-wife's father, who had 
been dead ſome years, I took horſe immediately, 


me mention him with great regard, and in a few 
hours reached the place of his habitation. _ 
J ſhould much wrong the delicacy of Mr. Thom- 


me: He felt all that the moſt ſenfible and diſin- 


troduced me to his wife, a very amiable young la- 
ey, who had already ::lefſed him with two fine 
children; and being as yet ignorant of my circum- 
ſtances, frankly offered me the aſſiſtance of his 
purſe and intereſt, I thanked him for his gene- 
Trous Intention, and made him acquainted with my 


Wand night,. accompanied me back to Kingſton, to 
=. MP PER! wait 


8 , 


Without ſpecifying the particulars ef our enter- 


were grieved at his departure, and honoured me 


I inquired, as ſoon as I got aſhore, about my ge- 


that he lived in a flouriſhing condition, upon the 


with the eonſent of Don Rodriguez, who had heard 


ſon's ſentiments, to ſay barely he was glad to fee 


tereſted friendſhip could feel on this occaſion, in- 


Situation, on which he congratulated me with great 
$Joy, and after I had ſtaid with him a whole day 


. — — es 
— —L——— 


the gentleuten on ſhore, Capt. Bowling had wrote to 


his owners, by the packet, which failed a few days 
after our arrival, ſignifying his proſperous voyage 


bitherto, and deſiring them to enſure his ſhip and 
cargo homeward bound; after which he applied 
himfelf ſo heartily to the loading his ſhip, that 


with the aſſiſtance of Mr. Thomſon, ſhe was full in 


leſs than fix weeks. This kind gentleman likewiſe 
procured for Don Rodriguez, bills upon London 
for the greateſt part of his gold and ſilver, by which 
means it was ſecured azaiult the riſk of the ſeas and 
the enemy. | 1 

Every thing being ready, we took our leave of 
our kind entertainers, and going on board at Port 
Royal, fer fail for England on the firſt day of June. 
We beat up to windward with fine eaſy weather; 
and one night believing ourſelves near Cape Tibe- 
roon, lay to, with an intentien to wood and water 
next morning in the bay. While we remained 1n 
this ſituation, a ſailor having drank more new rum 
than he could carry, ſtaggered over-board, and 
notwithſtanding all the means that could be uſed 
to preſerve him, went to the bottom and difappear- 
ed. About two hours aſter this melancholy acct- 
dent happened, as | enjoyed a cool air on the quar- 
ter-deck, IJ heard a voice riſing, as it were, out 
of the ſea, and calling, Ho, the ſhip, a hoy! Up- 


on which one of the men upon the forecaſtle cried, 


Pll be d—n'd, if that an't Jack Marlinſpike, who 
went over board! Surpriſed at this event, I jump- 


ed into the boat that lay along · ſide, with the ſecond | 


mate and four men, and rowing towards the place, 


from whence the voice (which repeated the hail) 
3 ſeemed 
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wait upon my father, who had invited him to his 
houſe, While my father and I were eareſſed among 
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ſeemed to proceed, we perceived ſomething float- 


ing upon the water; when we had rowed a little 


farther, we diſcerned it to be a man riding upon a 


heneoop, who ſeeing us approach, pronounced with 
a hoarſe voice, doe your bloods! why did you not 


anſwer when TI hailed? Our mate, who was a ve- 


ritable ſeaman, hearing this falute, ſaid, By G- d, 
my lads, this is none of our man—This is the 
devii—pull away for the ſhip. The fellows ohey- 
ed his command, without queſtion, and were al- 
ready ſome fathoms on our return, when inſiſted 
on their taking up the poor creature, and-prevailed 
upon them to ge back to the wreck, which, when 
we. came nar the ſecond time, and ſignified our 
intention, we received an antwer of —Avaſt, avaſt, 
what ſhip, brother? Being W in this particu- 
lar, he cried, dn the ſhip, | was in hopes it had 
been my own; where are you bound ?. We gratified 
his curioſity 1 in this too ; upon which he ſuffered 
himſelf to be taken on board, and after being com- 


forted with a dram, told us he belonged to the 


Veſuvio man of war, upon a cruize off the Hand of 


| Hifpaniola ; that he had fallen over- hoard about 


four and twenty hours ago, end the ſhip being un- 
der fait, they did not chuſe to bring to, but toſſed 
a hen- coop over- board for his convenience, upon 
which he was in good hopes of reaching the Cape 


next morning; howſomever, he was as well con— 


tent to be aboard us, hecauſe he did not doubt but 
that we ſhould meet his ſbip; and if he had gone 


aſhore in the bay, he migut have been taken pri- 


ſoner by the French. My uncle and father were 


very much diverted with the account of this fel- 


Jow's unconcerned behaviour ; and in two Jays, 


meeting with the Veſuvio, as he expected, he was 


{cnt on board of her according to his deſire. Hav: 


| preheaion, that ſTmetimes interyencd in ſpite of 
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Having beat up ſucceſsfully the windward paſ- 
ſage, we ſtretched to the northward, and falling 
in with a wefterly wind, in eight weeks arrived in 


ſoundings, and in two days after made the Lizard. 


Tt is impoſſible to expreſs the joy [ felt at ſigbt of 
Englith ground! Don Rodrigeuz was not unmov- 
ed, and Strap thed tears of gladnefs. The fai.- 


ors profited by our ſatisfaction; the ſhoe that was 


nailed to the maſt, being quite 'Alled with our li- 
berality. My uncle reſolved to run up into the 
Downs at once, but the wind ſhifting when we 
were a-breaſt of the Iz of Wight, he was obliged 


to turn into St. Helens, and came to an anchor at 
Spithead, io the great mortification of the crew, 


thirty of whom were immediately preſſed on e 
of a man of war. 

My father and J went aſhore ideas to 
Port/mouth, leaving Strap with the Captain to go 
round with-the ſhip and take care of our effects; 


and 1 diſcovered fo much impatience to fee my 


charming Narcifſ2, that my father perimnerds me to 
ride acroſs the euntry to her brother's houſe ; 
whie he ſhould hire a poſl-chaife for Lode, 


' Where he would wait for We at a place to which 1 


directed him. 


Fired with all the * of paston, l wk 
post that very night, and in the morning reached 


an inn, about three miles from the Squire's babi- 


tation; here I remained till next morning, allay- 
ing the torture of my impatience wüh the raptu- 
zous hope of ſeeing that divine creature, after an 
abſence of eighteen months, whieh ſo far from im- 
paring, had raiſed my love to the moſt exalted 
pitch! Neither were my refi:Ctions free from ap- 
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all my hope, and repreſented her as having yielded 


to the importunity of her brother, and bleſſed the 


arms of an happy rival. My thoughts were even 


| maddened with the fear of her death ; and when 
I] arrived in the dark at the houſe of Mrs. Sagely, 
I had not for ſome time courage to defire admit- 


tanee, left my ſoul ſhonld be ſhocked with diſmal 


riding. At Jength, however, I knocked, and no 
ſooner certified the good gentlewoman of my 


voice than ſhe opened the door and received me | 


with amoſt affectionate embrace, that brought tears 
into her aged eyes. For Heaven's ſake! dear mo- 
ther (cried ]) tell me, how is Narciſſa? is the the 


fame that | left her? She bleſſed my ears with ſay- 


ing, She is as beautiſul, in as good health, and as 
much yours as ever. Tranſporte. at this aflurance, 


I begged to know if Icould net fee her that very 


night ; when this ſage matron 2ave me to under- 

land that my miſtrefs was in Londan, and that 
things were ſtrangely altered in the Squire's hquſe 
ſince my departure; that he had been married 2 
whole year to Melinda, who at firſt found means 
to wean bis attention ſo much from Narcifla, that 
he became quite careleſs of that lovely fiſter ; that 
my miſtreis being badly treated by her ſiſl er- in. law, 
had gone ta town, in expectation ↄf my arrival ; 

and nad been peſtered with the addreſſes of Lord 
Quiverwit, who, finding all his artifices unſucceſs- 


1 ful, had conſoled himſelf tor her indiffetrence, 


by marrying another lady ſeme weeks ag, who 


| had aiready left him on account of tome family 


uneaſinefs. Beſides this, ſhe told me there was not 
much harmony between Melinda and the Squire, 
who was ſo much diſguſted at the number ot gal- 


lants IO continued 10 hover about her even after 


marriage; 
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| marriage ; that he hurried her down i into the coun- 


try much "againſt her inclination, where their ani- 
moſities had riſer to ſuch a height, that they pre- 


ſerved no decency before company or ſervants, but 


abuſed oue another in the groſſeſt terms. 

This good old gentlewoman, to give me a con- 
vincing proof of my dear Narciſſa's walterable 
love, gratified me with a fight of the laſt letter the 


had favoured her with, in which [ was mentioned 


with ſo much honour, tenderneſs and concern, 
that my ſoul was fired with impatience, and I de- 
termined to ride all night, that I might have it the 
tooner in my power to make her happy. Mrs. 
Sagely perceiving my eagerneſs, begged leave to 
remind me of the ſentiments with which I went 
abroad, that would not permit me for any ſelfith 


gratification to prejudice the fortune of that ami- 
able young iady, who mult entirely depend upon 


me, after having bellowed herſelf in marriage. I 
. thanked her for her kind concern, and as briefly 


as poſſible deſcribed my flouriſhing ſituation, which 
afforded this humane perſon infinite wonder and 


ſatisſaction. I told her that now | had an opportn- 


nity to manifeſt my gratitude tor the obligations I 


owed, | would endeavour to make her old age com- 
fortable and ealy ; as a ſtep to which Ipropofed 
the ſhould come and live with Narciſſa and nie.— 
This venerable gentlewoman was fo much affected 


with my words, that the tears ran down her anci- _ 


ent Cheeks ; ſhe thanked Heaven that I had not be- 


lied the preſages the had made, on her fiſt ae- 
quaintance with me, acknowledging my genero- | 
ſity, as ſhe called it, in the moſt elegant and pa- 


thetic expreſſions ; but declined my propoſal, on 
account of her attachment to her dear melancholy 
5 cottage. 
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16 THEADVENTURES-OF- 
cottage. Finding her immoveable on this ſubject, 
I infiltes on, her accepting a prefent of thirty gui- 
neas, and took my leave, reſolving to accommo- 
date her with the fame tum annually, for the more 
comfurtable ſupport of the infiraitties of age. 
Flaving rode all night, | arrived at Canterbury 
in the morning, where J allighted to procure freſh 
horſes ; and asl walk=d into the ing, perceived an 
epothocary s ſhop on the other ſide of the ſtreet, 
with the name of Morgan over the door. Pleaſed 
at this diſcovery, I could not help thinking that 
my old meſſ mate bad ſettled in this place; and 
upon inquiry, found my conjecture true, and that 
he was married lately to a widow of that city, with 
whom he had received three thouſand pounds. Re- 
Joiced at this intelligence, I ent to his ſhop, and 
*cund my friend behind the counter. I faluted him 
at Entrance, with © Your ſervant Mr. Morgan.” 
Upon which he looked at me, and replying, ** Your 
moſt humble ſervant, goot Sir ;” rubbed his imgre- 
dients in the mortar, without any emotion. What! 
ſaid I, Morgan, haye you forgot your old meſs- 
mate? At theſe words, he looked up again, and 
ſtarting, cried, As Got is my — ſure it cannot— 
yes, by my ſalſation, | pelieve it is my dear frient 
Mr. Rantom. He was no ſooner convinced of my 
identity, than he threw down the peſtle, overſet 
the mortar, and jumping over the board, ſwept 
up the contents with his clothes, flew about my 
neck, hugged me affectionately, and daubed me 
all over with turpentine and the yolks of eggs, 
which he had been mixing when I came in. Our 
mutual congratulations being over, he told me that 
he had found himſelf a widower upon his return 
from the Weſt Indies; that he had got iatereſt to 
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be appointed ſurgeon of a man of war, in which 


capactiy he had ſerved fome years, until he marri- 


ed an apothecaey's widow, with whom he now en- 
joyed a pretty good ſome of money, peace and qui- 
et, and good trade, He was defirous of hearing 
my adventures, which J aſſured him I had not time 


to relate, but told him in general, my circum-: 


ances were very good, and that I hoped to ſee him 
when ] ſhould not be in ſuch a hurry as at preſent. 


He infiſted however on my ſtaying breakfaſt, and 


in:->duced me to his wife, who ſeemed to be a de- 
cent ſenſible woman. In the courſe of our conver- 


ſation, he ſhewed the ſleeve- buttons I had exchang- 


>) 


ed with him at our parting in the Weſt Indies, and 


was not a little proud to fee that I had preſerved 


his with the fame care. 


Having renewed our proteſtations of friendſhip, 


I bid the honeſt Welſhman and his ſpouſe farewel, 


and taking poſt horſes, arrived at London that fame 


night, where | found my father in good health, to 


whom I imparted what I had learned of Nareiſſa. 
This indulgent parent approved of my intention of 
marrying her, even without a fortune, provided her 


brother's confent could not be obtained; promiſed 


to make over to me in a few days a ſufficiency to 
maintain her in a faſhionable: manner, and expreſſ- 
ed a defire of ſeeing this amiable creature. As I 
had not flept the night before, and was beſides fa- 
tigued with my journey, | found myſel under a ne- 


ceſſity of taking ſome repoſe, and went to bed ac- 
eordingly: next morning I took a chair, and went to 


my charmer's lodgings, and inquired for Mils Wil- 
liams, Thad not waited in a parlour longer than a 
minute, when this young woman entered, and no 
ſooner perceived me, than ſhe ſhricked, and ran 

| 3 backward ; 
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backward ; I got between her and the door, and | 
claſping her in ny arms, brought her to herſelf” by ; 
an embrace. Good heaven! crred ſhe, Mr. Ran-* 
dom, is it you indeed ! my miſtreſs will run-Cil- ( 
tracted with joy. 1 told her, it was from an ap- þ 
prehenſion thai my ſudden appearance would have A 
ſome bad effect on my dear Narcifla, that I had © 
deſired to ſee her firſt, in order to concert ſome . 
method of acquaint ing her miſtreſs gradually with Fi 
iy arrival. She approved of my conduct, and ' 
charged herſelf with that office, and left me glo- * 
ing with deſire of ſeeing and embracing the object ; 
of my love. In a little time I heard ſomebody com- P 
ing down ſtairs in haſte, and the voice of my angel A 
pronounce, with an eager tone, O heaven! is :t 15 
poſſible]! where is he? How were my faculties a- er 


rouſed at this well-known ſound ! and how was my 
\ tranſported, when the broke in upon my view, 
n all the bloom of ripened heauty ! Ye whofe ſouls 
are ſuſceptible of the moſt delicate impreſſions, 
whoſe tender boſoms have felt the affecting vicih- 
tudes of love, who have ſuifered an abſence of eigh- 
teen long months from the dear object of your 
hope, and found at your return the meltir * fair, as 
kind and conſtant as your heart could with, do 
me juſtice on this occaſton, and conceive what un- 
utterable rapture poſſeſſed us both, while we flew 
into one another's aims! This was no time for 
ſpeech, locked in a mutual embrace, we coniinu- 
ed ſome minutes in a ſilent trance of joy! When 
I thus encircled all that my ſoul held dear, while 
I hung over her beauties, beheld her eyes ſparkle, 
and every feature fluſh with virtuous fondneſs; 
when 1 ſaw her enchanting boſom heave with un- 
diſſembled rapture, and knew mylelf the happy 
. 
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cauſe; Heavens! What was wy ſituation! T am 
tempied to commit my paper to the flames, and 
io renounce my pen for ever, becauſe its moſt ardent 
expreſſion ſo poorly deſcribes the emotions of my 
ſoul, O adorable Narciſſa! cried I, O miracle of 
beauty, love and truth! I at laſt fold thee in my 
arms! I at laſt can call thee mine ! no jealous bro- 
ther ſhall thwart our happineſs again; fortune hath 
at length recompenſed me for all my tufferings, and 
enabled me to do juſtice to my love. The dear 
creature ſmiled ineffahly charming, and with a look 
of bewirching tenderneſs. ſaid, And ſhall we never 
part again? Never! I replied, thou wondrous 
pattern of all earthly perfection! never, until death 
mall divide us! by this ambrofial kiſs, a thouſand 
times more fragrant than the breeze that ſweeps the 
crange giove, I never more will leave thee ! 

As my firſt tranſport abated, my paſſion grew 
turbulent and unruly.” I was giddy with ſtanding 
on the brink of btits, and all my virtue and philo- 
ſophy were ſcarce ſufficient to reſtrain the inordi- 


nate fallies of deſire. Narcifla perceived the con- 


flict within me, and with her uſual dignity of pru- 
dence, called off my imagination from the object in 
view, and with eager expreſſions of intereſted curio- 
firy, deſired to know the particulars of my voyage. 


Ia this I gratified her inclination, bringing my ſto- 


1y down to the preſent hour. She was infinitely 
ſurpriſed at the circumſtances of my finding my ſa- 
ther, which brought tears in her lovely eyes. She 
was tranſported at hearing that he approved of my 
lame, diſcovered a longing deſire of being intro- 


q vecd to him, congratulated her ſelf and me upon 


my good fortune, and obſerved that this great and 
unexpected ſtroke of fate ſeemed to kave been 
„„ brought 


; 
" 1 — | 
£ F 


— 


= 


65 THE ADVENTURES OP 

brought about by the immediate direction of Pro- 
vidence. Having r entertained ourſelves ſome hours 
with the genvine : effuſions of our ſouis, 1 obtained 
her conſent to complete my happinels as loan as 
my father ſhou'd, judge it proper; and applying 
with my own hands a valuable necklace, compoſ- 
ed of cia monds and amethytls let alternately, I 


took my leave, promiſing to return in the afternoon 


with Don Rodriguez When I went home, this 
generous parent igquited very affectionately about 
the health of my dear Narciſſa, to whom, that I 
might be the more agreeable, he put into my hand 
Aa ned. by which I found myſelf in poſſeſſion of fif- 
teen thouſand pounds, excluſive of the profits of 
my own merchandife, which amounted to three 
thouſand more. Atter dinner ! accompanied nt 
to the lodgings of my miſtreſs, who being dre 
for the occaſion, made a molt dazzling appearance, 
1 could perceive him ſtruck with her figure, Which 
I really think was the molt beautiful that ever was 
created under the fun. He embraced her tenderly, 
and told her he was proud of having a fon who 
had fpirit'to attempt, and qualifications to Engaze 
the affections of ſuch a fine lady. She bluſhed at 
this compliment, and with eyes full of the foftet: 
languiſhment turned upon me, ſaid, ſhe would have 
been unworthy of Mr. Random's tention, had ſhe 


been blind to his extraordinary merit. I made no 


other anſwer than a low bow. My father fighing, 

pronounced, Such once was my Charlotte! while 
the tear ruſhed into his eye, and the tender heart 
of Narciſſa manifeſted itſelf in two precious drops 
of ſympathy, wh h, bus for his preſence, I would 
have kiſſed away. Without repeating the particu: 
lars of our converſation, { thall only ohſerve, that 


Don 
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Don Rodriguez was as much charmed with her 


good ſenſe as with her appearance; and ſhe: was 


no leſs pleaſed with his underſtanding and Pots 
addreſs. 


Atter having font the evening to the ſatisfaction 


of all preſent, my father addreſſed himſelf thus to 


Nareifſt ; Madam, give me leave to conſider you 
hereafter as my daughter, in which capacity I in- 
ſiſt upon your accepting this firſt inftance ot my 
paternal duty and affection. With thefe words, he 
put inta her hand a bank note for zool. which ſhe 


no fooner examined, than with a low courtely, ſhe 


replied, Dear vir, tho' I have not the leaſt occaſi- 
on tor this ſupply, | have too great a veneration 
for youggo retule this proof of your generofity and 
eſteem, which the more freely receive, becauſe [ 


already look upon Mr. Raadom's intereſt as inſe- 
parably connected with mine. He was extremely 


well pleated at her frank and ingenuous reply, up- 
on which we ſaluted,- and wiſhed her good night. 


The lenter, at my requeſt, was diſpatehed to Sul 
lex by an exprets, and in the mean time, Don 


Rodriguez, to grace my nuptials, hired a ready- 
furniſhes houle, and ſet up a very handſome equi 


page. 


Though I paſſed the greateſt part of the FRY with: S 


the darling of my foul, 1 found leiſure ſometimes 


te be among my former acquaintance, who were 


aſtoniſhed at the magnificence of my appearance z 
Banter in particular was confounded at the ſtrange 


viciſſitudes of my fortune, the cauſes of which he 


endeavoured in vain to diſcover, until I thought fit 
to diſcloſe the whole ſecret of my laſt voyage, part- 
ly in conſideration of our former intimacy, and. 
partly to prevent unfavourable conjeRures, which 
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he and others, in all probabili iy, would have made 


to believe him infincere, when I confidered that he 
would now look upon himſelf as acquitted of the 
dehi he owed be, and at the ſame time flatter khim- 
ſelf with hopes of borrowing more. I carried him 
home to dinner with me, and my father liked his 
converſation ſo much, that upon hearing his dif- 
fkculties,, he defired me to accommodate him for 
the preſent, and inquire if he would accept of a 
commiſſion in the army, towards the purchate of 
which he would willingly lend him money. Accord- 
ingly, I gave my friend an opportunity of heing 
alone with me, when, as I expected. heold me 
that he was juſt on the point of being reconciled 


ed a few pieces for immediaze expence, which he 
deftied I would lend him, and take his bond for 
the whole. His demand was limited to ten gui- 
neas; and when TI put twenty in his hand, he ſtar- 
ed at me for ſome moments, then putting it into his 
purſe, ſaid, Ay, tis all one, you'll have the whole 
in à very ſhort time. When I had taken his note, 
to fave the expence of a bond, | exprefſed ſome 
ſurpriſe that a fellow of his ſpirit ſhould loiter a- 
way his time in idleneſs, and aſked why he did not 
- Chooſe to make his fortune in the army? What! 
(faid he) throw away money upon. a ſubaltern's 
commiſſron, to be under the command of a parcel 
of ſcoundrels who have raiſed theimnſelves above me 
by the moſt infamous practices! no, I love inde- 
- pendency too well to ſacrifice my liſe, health, and 
' pleaſure for ſuch a pitiful conſideration. Funding 
him ayerſe to this way of he, | changed the 1 5 
By tg | : Jeet, 


— 


in regard to my circumſlances. He profeſſed great 
ſatistaction at this piece of news, and | had no cauſe 


to an old rich uncle, whole heir he was, but want 
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 RODERICK RANDOM. 
ject, and returned to Don Rodriguez. By his per- 


miflion I waited on my charmer ; and the time of 


our marriage was fixed at the diſtance of two days; 


During this interval, Narciſſa endeavoured to re- 


concile ſame of her relations in town to” her mar- 
riage with me; but finding them all deaf to her 


remonſtrances, either out of envy or prejudice ;_ _ 
ſhe told me with the moſt enchanting ſweetneſs; - 


while the tears bedewed her lovely cheeks, Sure 
the world will no longer queſtion your generofity, 


when you take a poor ſorlorn beggar to your arms. 


Affected with her ſorrow, I preſſed the fair mour- 
ner to my breaft, and ſwore that ſhe was more 


dear and welcome on that acceunt, becauſe the 


had ſacrificed her friend and fortune to her love 


for me. My uncle, for whoſe character the had a_ 
great veneration, being by this time come to town, 


I introduced him to my bride; and although he 
was not very much ſubje& to refined ſenſations, he 
was ſtruck dumb with admiration at her beauty. 
After having kiſſed and gazed at her for ſome time, 
he turned to me, ſaying, Odds bods, Rory! 


here's a notable prize indeed, finely built and glori- 


ouſly rigged, I faith ! if the an't well manned when 
you have the command ot her, ſirrah, you deſerve 
to go to ſea 1n a cockle-ſhell. No offence, I hope, 


- niece; you mult not mind what I ſay, being, as 
ther ſaying is, a plain ſeafaring man.” She received 
bim with great civility, told him ſhe had longed 


a great while to ſec a perſon ro whom ſhe was fo 
much indebted for his generofity to Mr. Random, 
that ſhe looked upon him as her uncle, by which 
name ſhe begged leave to call him for the future, 
and that ſhe was very lure he could ſay nothing that 
could give her the leaſt offence, The honelt cap- 
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 z-o. THE ADVENTURES OF 
vas Manſported at her courteous behaviour, 
x14 ipfiled upon giving her away at the ceremony, 


earing that he loved her as well as if ſhe was 


own child, ana that he would give two thau- 


6d gui::as to the firſt fruit of our love, as ſoon 


un c uld 1cveak, Every thing being prepared for 
the folenizulion of our nuptials, the auſpicious 
ur arrived, when Don Rodriguez and my uncle 
t in the coach to fetch the bride and Miſs Wil- 
ms, leaving me with a parſon, Banter and Strap, 
ber o whom had as yet feen my charming miſ- 
My taithiul valet, who was on the rack of 
:1-. tience tæebehold a lady of whom he had heard 
uch, no ſooner underſtood that the coach was 
une, than he placed himſelf at a window to 
have a pecp at her as ſhe alighted ; and when he 
*aw ber, he clapped his hands together, turned up 
th. white of his eyes, and with his mouth wide 
open, remained in a ſort of extacy, which broke 
out into © Dea certe! qualis in Eurote ripis, 
aut per juga Cynthi exercet Diana choros !” The 
doctor and Banter were ſurpriſed to hear my man 
ſpenk Latin, but when my father led Narciſſa into 
the robin, the object of their admiration was ſoon 
changed, as appeared in the countenances of both. 


Inveca they muſt have been the moſt inſenſible of 


all things, could they have beheld, without emott- 
on, ihe divine creature that approached. She was 
dreſſed in s ſacque ot white ſaitin, embroidered on 
the breaſt with gold; the crown of her head was 
covered with a imall French cap, from whence de- 
ſcended her beautiful hair in ringlets that waved 
upon her ſnowy neck, which dignified the necklace 
1 bad given her; her looks glowed with modeſty 
a.d love; and her boſom, thro' the veil of gauze 

| | that 
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: that ſhaded it, afforded a proſpect of Elyſium ! I 
; received this ineſtimable gift of Providence as be- 
came me; and in a little time the clergyman did 
: his office, my uncle, at his own earneſt requeſt, 
acting the part of a father to my dear Narcifſa, who 
r trembled very much, and had ſcarce ſpirits ſuffici- 
; ent !o ſupport her under this great change of fitu= - 
ation. Soon as ſhe was mine by the laws of heaven 
and earth, I imprinted a burning kiſs upon her lips, 
my father embraced her tenderly, my uncle hugg- 
. ed her with great affection, and I preſented her to | 
f || my friend Banter. who ſaluted her in a very polite 
4 manner; Miſs Williams hung round her neck, and 
* wept plentifully ; while Strap fell upon his knees, 
o | and begged to kiſs his lady's hand, which ſhe pre- 
e | ſented with great affability. I ſhall not pretend re 
p | deſcribe my own feelings at this junRure ; let it 
e | ſuffice to ſay, that after having ſupped and eyter- 
e | tained ourſelves till ten o'clock, f cautioned my 
„ Nareiſſa againſt expoſing her health, by firting up 
e 100 late, and ſhe was prevailed upon to withdraw 
n | with her maid to an apartment deſtined for us. 
o When ſhe left the room her face was overſpread 
n {| with a bluſh that ſer all my blood in a ſtate ot fer- 
1, | mentation, and made every pulſe beat with ten- 
of | fold vigour! She was ſo cruel as to let me remain 
j- | in this condition a full half hour; when, no longer 
s able o reſtrain my impatience, I broke from ine 
n || company, burſt into her chamber, puſhed out her 
as confidante, locked the door, and found her=—O 
e. | Heaven and earth! a feaſt, a thouſand times more 
d delicious than my molt ſanguine hopes preſaged! 
© | But let me not profane the chalte myſteries of Hy- 
yy || 2en—l was the happieſt of men!f & _ 
Le | : R 2 In 
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In the morning I was awaked by three or four 
drums, which Banter had placed under the win- 
dow; upon which I withdrew the curtain, and en- 
Joyed the unſpeakable ſatisfaction ef contemplating 
thoſe angelic charms, which were now in my poſ- 
ſeſſion! The light darting upon my Narciffs's eyes, 
ſhe awoke alſo, and recollecting her ſituation, hid 
her bluthes in my boſom. In the mean time, my 
vnele knocked at the door, and bid me turn out, 
for | had had a long ſpell. I got up accordingly, 
and ſent. Miſs Williams to her miſtreſs, myſelf re- 
ceiving the congratulation of Captain Bowling, who 
rallied me-1n-his ſea phraſe, with great ſucceſs.— 
In leſs than an hour, Don Rodriguez led my wife 
in to breakfaſt, where ſhe received the compliments 
of the company on her looks, which, they ſaid, if 
poilible, were improved by matrimony. As her 
delicate ears were offended with none of thoſe in- 
decent ambiguities, which are too often ſpoke on 
ſuch occaſions, ſhe behaved with dignity, unaffeQ- 
ed modeſty, and eaſe; and as the teſtimony of my 
affection and eſteem, I preſented her, in preſence 
of them all, with a deed, by which I ſettled the 
whole fortune I was:poſſeſſed of, on her and her 
heirs for ever. She accepted it with a glance of 
moſt tender acknowledgment, obſerved, *that ſhe 
could not be ſurpriſed at any thing of this kind | 
ſhould do, and deſired my father to take thearou- 
ble of keeping it, ſayiag, Next-to_ my own, Mr. 
Random, you are the perſon in v-hon I ought to 
have the greateſt confidence. Charmed with her | 
prudent and ingenuous manner of proceeding, he 
took the paper, and aſſured her that it ſhouid not 
loſe its value while in his cuſtody. 


. My 


he was born, and actu 
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My father intending to reviſit bis native country, 
and pay the tribute of a few tears at my mother's 
grave, Narciſſa and I refolved to accompany him 
in the execution of this pious office, and accord- 
ingly prepared for the journey; in which, howe- 
vex my uncle would not engage, being reſolved 


once more to try his fortune at fea. In the mean 


time, he renewed his will-in favour of my wife and 
me, and depoſited it in the hands of his brother- 
in-law : While I ſummoned the Squire to produce 
his father's will at Doctor's Commons, and employ- 
ed a proQor to manage the affair in my abſence. 
Every thing being thus ſettled, we took leave of 
all eur friends in London, and ſcrout for Scotland, 
Don Rodriguez, Narciſſa, Miſs Williams, and 1 | 
in the coach, and Strap, with two men in lirery on 
horſeback : As we made ealy ſtages, my charmer 
held it out very well, till we arrived at Edinburgh, 
where as ſoon as our family was known, we were 
loaded with careſſes, and Narcifſa was fo much 


| pleaſed with the c:vilities ſhe-received, that ſhe 


proteſted ſhe would never defireto live in any other 
part of the world, 
Here Don Rodriguez having intelligence that his 


nephew, the fox-hunter, had ſpent his eſtate, which 


was to be expoſed to ſale by public auction, he 
determined to make a purchaſe of the ſpot where 
ally bought the whole of his 

father's lands, 
In a few days after this bargain was made, we 


jeſt Edinburgh, in order 10 go and take poſſeſſion; 


and by the way, haulted one night 1 in this town, 
where I was educated. Upon inquiry, I found 
that Mr. Crab was dead ; whereupon [ lent for his 


executor, paid the ſum l owed, with intere t, and 


3 took 
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took up my bond. Mr. Potion and his wife hear- 
ing of our arrival, had the afſurance to come to 
the inn, where we lodged, and ſend up their names, 
with the defire of being permitted to pay their reſ- 
peQs to my father and me: But their ſordid be- 
haviour towards me, when I was an orphan, kad 
made too deep an impreſſion on, my mind, to be 
effaced by this mean mercenary piece of condeſcen- 
tion; I therefore rejected their meſſage with diſ- 
dain, and bid Strap tell them that my father and 
J defired to have no communication with ſuch low- 
minced wretches as they were. | | 
They had not been gone half an hour, when 2 
woman witheut any ceremony, opened the door of 
the room where we ſat, and making towards my 
Father, accoſted him with © Uncle, your ſervant, 
IJ am glad to ſee you.” This was no other than 
one of my female couſins mentioned in the firſt part 
of my memoirs, to whom Don Rodriguez replied, 
Pray, who are you, madam? O! cried the, my 
_eouſin Rory there, knows me very well, Don't you 
remen ber me, Rory? Yes madam, ſaid I, for my 
own part, I ſhall never forget you. Sir, this is one 
of the young ladies, who, as | have formerly told 
you, treated me fo humanely in my childhood! 
When I pronounced theſe words, my father's re- 
ſent ment plowed in his viſage, and he ordered her 
to be gone, with ſuch a commanding. aſpect, that 
ſhe retired in a fright, muttering curſes as ſhe went 
down ſtays: \Ve afterwards learned that ſhe was 
married to an enſign, who had already ſpent all 
Her fortune; and that her ſiſter had borne a child 
to her mother's footman, whot is now her hul- 
band, and keeps a petty ale-houſe in the coun- 
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The fame of our flouriſhing condition having 


arrived at this place before us, we got notice that 


the magiſtrates intended next day to compliment 
us with che freedom of their town; upon which 


my father conſidering their complaiſance in the 


right point of view, ordered the horſes to the coach 


early in the morning, when we proceeded to our 


eſtate, which lay about a dozen miles from this 


When we came within half a league of the houſe, 


we were met by a prodigious number of poor ten- 
ants, men, women and children, who teſtified their 
Joy by loud acclauations, and accompanied our 
coach to the gate. As there is no part of the world. 


in which the peaſants are more attached to their 
Lerds than in Scotland, we were almoft devour- 
ed by their affeQion in getting out of the coach : 


My father had always been their favourite, and 
now that he appeared their maſter, after being 
thought dead ſo long, their joy. broke out into a 


thouland extravagancics, When we got into the 


court yard, ve were ſurrounded by a vaſt number, 


who crowded together fo cloſely to ſee us, that ſe- 


veral were in danger of being ſqueezed to death; 


thoſe who were near Don Rodriguez fell upon 
their knees, and kiffed his hand, or the hem of his 
garment, praying aloud for long life and proſperi- 


iy to him; others approached Narciſſa and me in 
RE 


e fame manner; while-the reſt clapped their 
hands at a diftance, and invoked Heaven to ſhower 
ts choiceſt bleſſings on our heads! in ſhort, the 
whole ſcene, though rude, was fo affecting, that 
the gentle partner of my heart wept over it, and 
my father himſelf could not refrain from dropping 
. Np | 3 
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Having welcomed his daughter and me to his 
houſe, he ordered ſome bullocks to be killed, and 
ſome hogſheads of ale to be brought from the neigh- 
bouring village, to regale thoſe honeſt people, who 
had not enjoyed ſuch a holiday for many years be- 
8 | | N Fad 
Next day we were viſited by the gentlemen in 
the "neighbourhood, moſt of them our relations, 
one of 'whom brought along with him my couſin, 
the fox-hunter, who had ſtaid at his houſe ſince he 
was obliged to leave his own, My father was ge- 
nerous enough to receive him kindly, and even 
promiſed to purchaſe for him a commiſſion in the 
army, at which he expreſſed great thankfulneſs 
and joy. N . | a . 

My charming Narciſſa was univerſally admired 
and loved for her beauty, affadility and good ſenſe ; 
and ſo well pleaſed with the ſituation of the place, 

and the company around, that ſſre has not as yet 
diſcovered the leaſt defire o: changing her habi- 
tation. | „ ; 
We had not been many days ſettled, when I pre- 
vailed upon my father to pay a viſit to the village 
where I had been at ſchool. Here we were receiv- 


= ed by the principal inhabitants, who entertained 


us in the church, where Mr. Syntax the _— 
maſter, (my tyrant being dead) pronounced a La- 
tin ſpeech in honour of our fanuly ; and none ex- 
erted theniſelves more than Strap's father and re- 
lations, who looked upon the honeſt valet as the 
firſt gentleman of their race, and honoured his 
benetaQtors accordingly. Having received the ho- 
mage of this place we retired, leaving fortypounds 
for the benefit of the poor of the pariſh ;/ and that 
very night, Strap being a Ons > le the 


regard 
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rezard that had been ſhewn to him, and. to me on 


his account, ventured to tell me, that he had R 4 


ſneaking kindneſs for Miſs W illiams, and that if his by 
lady and 1 would uſe our intereſt in his behalf, he 


did not doubt that ſhe ſhould lien to his addreſſss. _ 


Surprized at this propoſal, I aſked if he knew the * | 
Aory of that unfortunate young gentlewoman? _ | 
Upon which he replied, Yes, yes, I know what 

you mean; ſhe has wn unhappy, I grant you, but 
what of that ? Tam convinced of her re formation; 
or elſe you and my good lady would not treat her 


with ſuch reſpect. As for the cenſure of the world, -4 


] value it not a fig's end, beſides, the world kaows 


nothing of the matter, I commended his philoſo- 
phy, and intereſted Narciſſa in his cauſe ; who in- 


terceded fo effectually, that in a little time Miſs © | 


Williams yielded her conſent, and they were mar- 
ried with the approbation of Don Rodriguez, who 
gave him five hundred pounds to ſtock a farm, and 
made him overſeer of his eſtate. My generous bed- 
fellow gave her maid the ſame ſum; ſo that they 
Jive in great peace and plenty within half a mile 
'of us, and daily put up prayers for our W ; 
tion. 

If there be ſuch a thing as true happineſs on 
earth, I enjoy it, The impetuous tranſports of my 
pation are now ſettled and mellowed into endear- 

ing fondneſs and tranquillity of love, rooted by 
that intimate cennexion and interchange of hearts, 
which nought but virtuous wedlock can produce. 
Fortune ſeems determined to make ample amends. | 
for her former cruelty ; for my proctor writes, that 
notwithflanding the clauſe in my father-in-law”. 
will, on which the Squire founds his claim, I ſhall 
certainly recover my Wife's une in conſequence 


. of 
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of a codical annexed, which explains that clauſe, 
and limits her reſtriction to the age of nineteen, 
after which ſhe wg at her own diſpoſal. I wout. 
have fer out for London immediately after receiv- 
ing this piece of intelligence, but my dear angel 
has been qualmiſh of late, and begins to grow re- 
markably round in the waiſt; fo that I cannot leave, 
her in ſuch an intereſling ſituation, which | hope 
will produce ſomething to crown my feliciiy. 
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Dito Rome, 2 Vols. — pour pr 
E - Boyer's Dictionary = 8 8h 
EF CTTandon's French Gramnizr = 2 dh 1 
Perrin's Grammar. 8 0 2 8h | Þ 
3 Ditto Fables — - » $72 j 
Ditto Elements - _ - A'-A 
EF. French Scholar's Guide - 2:23 
E CElegam Extracts | — — 4 4 
E © Eton's Latin Grainmar = - O 10 
Ditto Conſtruction - 8 o 8 
Latin Garretſon — — oO 8 
Engliſh ditto — 1e o 8 
Greenwood's Royal Engliſh Grammar Ll | 
Daſtalio's Dialogues. = — n 
| Hoole's Terminations - — o 8 | 
| _ Lilly's Grammar - © 8 
| PFroſody, Syntax, and ConftruRion o Gh 
Latin Corderi — = 0:8 
Clarke's Ovid, = - - 3 och 
Ditto Eraſmus = — - 17 h 
Ditto Corderi I 15 IGN 1 
Lain Eraſmus = o 1 
A ſmall Pocket Prayer Book, with twelve 
capital Engravings, bound and gilt 1 7h 
I Dr. George Hay's Sincere Chriſtian inſtructed 7 
. in the Faith of Chriſt, in 2 Vols. , 6 6 
— His Devout Chriſtian inſtrucled in the 
Paaith of Chriſt, from the Written Word 6 6 I 
1 Pious Chriſtian - — - 4 
iſſale Romanum, 4to. ah al} the New 1 
Feaſts. — - 16 3 
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